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There are a number of aebeéts o!':,_':the_;dh;in‘g'
industry which concern the Commissioner foz{ Public Health.

(4) General - Silicosis and Asbestosis:

. He 48 concerned with‘me
cosis and of silico tuberculosis 1.n Aold mine)

tosis and silicosis in 'émplbs'é'é'ézp:tf‘“‘_ ;r: : Blge o
Asbestos Mine at Wittenoom, At present,through thig medical
staf, s check on the health of these mincenmployees ie
regularly nede. However, he feels that his Department couwid
be more actively concerned in the prevention of this aisease,
For exanmple, he would like to see established a more efficient

of counting, used for silica dust, is_not the most suitabdble
for the count of asbestos fibres. ’

E method of dust counting at Wittenoom. .The Konpnmeter method

He is concerned with probless in other rining
fields. '

Lead: T

In the years 1949-1958, there were more cases
of lead poisoning in the mining industry in Vestern Australia
than g1l other industries. Not less than 30 cases are
recorded; many are probably not recorded. This high inci-
dence has occurred despite the relatively few men engaged in
the industry which is indeed only of an intermittent nature.
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He is concerned with manganese nininge. Mangans:
poisoning may result in a grossly &isadbling, crippling disease
with severe mental changes. This condition has'_c_:_ccurred
mostly in manganese miners, drilling underground in dry, poorl
ventilated conditions. He considers that the manganese
mining industry in Western swstralias should be assessed by his
Department, with s view io ihe prevention of poisoning rather
than to await a first case.

Manganese?

{B) The lNines Resulation Acti:

_ He considers that hié_'be'i}gﬂm@t 3. best
equipped to advise enﬁc},_implemen‘t' Sec‘;ion 617{‘&{)_ of: 'Ei;g
Regulation Aet No. 54 of 196, =~ T

' The assessment of the denger of noxiops, Tumes
(Regulation 158) should be that of tais Department. ..
The only sypecific nention of the’Commissio.'

of Public Health is in Regulation 137.  'This stip
he shell be a member of the lines Vez:tilajhion Boar




