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New York, N.Y. 

A p ril  1, 1925*

C o l. R . R. S ayers,
Bureau o f Mines L a b o ra to r ie s , 
Forbes S t r e e t ,
P i t ts b u rg h , P a .

I.ty d e a r C o l. S ayers:

I  th in k  i t  would be w e ll fo r  our Committee to  have a n o th e r 
m eeting  a t  the  Bureau o f  Mines in  the  n e a r  f u tu r e .

D r. F lin n  i s  f in d in g  co n sid e rab le  le ad  in  h is  experim ents 
in  th e  e x c re ta  o f  the  v a rio u s  an im als and some o f  th e  anim als a re  showing 
p a r a ly s i s .  I  th in k  ou r anim al experim en ts, a s  f a r  as th ey  ooncem  the  sk in  
a p p l ic a t io n  o f  E th y l G aso lin e , have dem onstrated  the  c e r ta in ty  o f  i t s  absorp ­
t io n  th rough  re p e a te d  lo c a l  a p p lic a t io n  and i t  seems to me th a t  t h i s  f a c t ,  
once e s ta b l is h e d , i s  a l l  th a t  we need to  know on the  experim en tal s id e , from 
th e  p u b lic  h e a l th  p o in t  o f  view , I t  would be o f g re a t  i n t e r e s t ,  o f  co u rse , 
to  f in d  th e  maximum and minimum dosage, e t c .  in  d i f f e r e n t  an im als , b u t as  f a r  
a s  the  p u b lio  i s  concerned, i f  a  garage man g e ts  any le ad  in  h is  system , i t  
i s  co m p ara tiv e ly  im m ateria l how long he has been exposed o r what doses he may 
have had . In  any ev en t, those  f a c ts  would be d i f f i c u l t  o r  im possib le  to 
de term ine  in  a  g iven  c a s e .

I  b e l ie v e  th a t  more exam inations should  be made o f  garage men 
and o th e rs  who may have been exposed fo r  a  y ear o r  more to the  h an d lin g  o f 
E th y l G a so lin e . I  am, th e re fo r ,  p e rso n a lly , d isposed  to  a b b re v ia te  fu r th e r  
an im al ex p e rim en ta tio n  and c o n c e n tra te  ou r o b se rv a tio n , as f a r  as p o s s ib le , 
on a  l a r g e r  number o f human b e in g s . Mr. M idgley i s  in  accord  w ith  th i s  
v iew . I f  your experim ents co o rd in a te  w ith  those o f P ro f ,  F lin n  up to d a te , 
i t  may prove b e s t  to ta k e  t h i s  a c t io n .

This i s  why I  th in k  we should have a n o th e r con ference  in  
P i t t s b u r g h  a t  an e a r ly  d a te , b u t I  w i l l  ab id e  by your adv ioe in  th e  m a tte r .


