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¥ From Ncws Dhnmln

The Labor Department yes-
{erday announced new rules
to drastically cut the amount
of cdncer-causing vinyl chlo-

workers maY be exposed. One
plasties company soid the ac
tion {threatens (o throw 2 mil.
NHon workers out of their johs,

The now rules from the Oc
cupational sa{cly and, Hcallh
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N ew Ri;lcs Set to Reducé
Vlml Chim'zde Rlsk

‘{ride . gas o hich nctoryl

Admmlstuﬂon (OSHA) ‘came
after peveral months of grow-
ing evidence that workers ex-
posed 1o the widely used plas-
ties industry gas were develop-
{ing a rarc but fatal. form of
fliver cancer. Deaths sround the
world traced {0 workplace ex-
pusure now number more than

~{- The Snciely of the Plasucs
; Industry, Inc, filed a sult in

;Second U.S Circuit Court ‘of .

jAppeals in New York asking

{for the judicial review of the

*OSHA standard.

i It said tr- standard ui-

{ nounced yesterday ig unrealls-

:tic and it will be impossible .

for most If not all of the in-
dustry to meet it,

Last April 5 OSHA nm
Jnounced thii workers couia be
iexposed to no more than 50
parts per million of vinyl chlo-
ride gas in the afr and pro-
posed cventually redueing U\e
exposure level to zero. :

During lengih; hearings on
the matter -the indust
claimed it would be impossible
1o meet a detecteble level of
the gas inslde the factories, -

effective Friday, (he present.
50-part-per-million  exposure’
level will be allowed until’
Dee. 31. (After. next Jan. 1.
workers may be exposed to no
more than 1 part per million’
average over elght hours of;
exposure and no concentration
higher than § parts per mil
lion over ay ISminute pe-
riod.

After Jan. 1 of 1976 the
same exposure Jevels will be
required except that workers

. |exposed to anything stronger
-Jwill have to wear respirators,

Fivestone Plistics'Co. said
the new rules put the industry
“on a collision course with’
economic disaster.” An official-

tions would “throw 2 million
jobs down the dn.ln ”
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Under the new regulations,)”

of the firm said the restric:. -
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