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¢ ‘They dook like Martlans out of & Buck
Rogers comic strip.
instead of ray guns they wield scrap-

ers. shovels and high-pressure hoses.
wear white paper suits and respirators.
and-work sutrounded by sophisticated
vacuum cleaners, kkeig lights and 20 x 14-
inch signs warning: .

“CAUTION ~ ASDESTOS DUST HA2-
ARD. AVOID BREATHING DUST. WEAR
REQUIRED PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT.
DO NOT REMAIN IN AREA UNLESS
YOUR WORK REQUIRES T .,..”

They are members of the Laborers In:
ternational union who are going Lo school
0 lesrn the safest way Lo dismantle and
dispose of one of the deadliest killers of our
time ~ asbestos. . '

The US government estimstes that
since World War il more than 11 miliion
Americans have been exposed to asbeslos.
And an estimated one-half of that number
may die of lung cancer or other diseases
due 10 their exposure. - .

There Is » natonwide attempt to rid
dder butldings of the most hazardous ms-

- terials conlaining asbestos.

Invariably members of the Laborers In-
ternationat union are called upon (o be the
soldiers In this cleanup war. That ts why

;. Director. James Merlonl Jr. of the New

< Engiland Laborers Academy in Hopqulyn_

‘set up the training program. - ~
Merionl wants New England laborers ~

who have (0 do this work to do 11 under

- the safes! possibic conditions, while limit-

.

. It the public’s exposure to asbesios dust

+ 8 substance pinpointud by doclors as &

‘" eause of lungt cancer.

The (rained cleanup teams, whose
members even wear puper shoes. wil) soon
be aeen throughout New England as towns
ond municipalities began ridding their
public bulidings - particularly schools — of

* asb3tos construtinn materis! used more
‘than a decade ago. The work in achools,

. has been given top priotity. .

- Although the ofTicial war agatnst as-

-butmhunnlyheenundcrnyfor.w

and la
t. 300 sutts

Cyears the ber of
[ In Connectt

- woek more than S1 million In damapes

_ from workers at the Electric Bost plant in
. Groton. Firms supbliying the asbestos ma-
terisl are the defendants in the suits. .

Asbesios has been used by man for
eenturies. The Greeks had o word for (( -
“ashests.” meaning the unguenchable,
since when used 83 0 wick in 8 lamp, the
asbeslos didn't burn.

Jim Stump of the Scaguii Corp. of FX.
Lauderdalk, Fla.. has another word for it =
“kiliee.” Seagull has pioneered the diffi-
cult abeestos removal problem.

Stump leclures and traing members of
the Laborers union in New England on the

v e et 4 S —

v s v e

.
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coavinee them that amoking Incrtieses Lhe
danper of infection from asbestos dust.”
Stump KnyA.
Uut sfier resding all the goveranwt
bl and warnings by the US pav-

salest mesns of dismantiing ast ma-
terial in bulldings. Hie is sssisied by John
Deleo, a regular tnstructor at the Labor-
er's Academy.

“Everyont has been exposed (o0 some
degree to aabestos dust ~ particularly In
this area, where there has been o much
bost bullding.” Stump says. .

*But our object i3 to cul down on the
hazard for those men w'ho, 10 protect the

{ population. have to re the 8y
bestos from public bulkdings. That is what
we are here for,” he 3dds

- He sdmits one of tht toughest prodblems
1o convince the workers of the danger -
8 incipient danger since Lhe eflects of ps-
besios potsoning may not show up for 10
yeurs to 20 years, At

X i3 Sifficull 1o convinee older workers
of the danger. And It ts diflicult T also

. ]

crnment and seeing (irst hinnd some of the
efiects of asbestos poisoning On workeny, it
Gidn't Lake Merion st Lhe Laborers Acade-
my long 10 be tonvinced
Consequently sl the Laborers union -
culs tn New Enpland witl be sending word.
ers 1o the 2¥aday course. Execept for (he
abmence of asbesios = rock WOl IS used in-
Stead - the trainecs ackic the project st
o3 they would 8 rea) asbeston disianthing
.project. . ’
Last week Loca) 560 of Waltham was
participsting. To lwo memhers. such edu-
cational projects are no! novelly. Sieve
Goodspeed stiends Wentworth institute
nights while working a3 8 laborer in she
daytlime. And Joseph Pavone ts a graduste
of Framingham State, ..
To make sure that workers don't carry
T

SCF-FA-0036

Laborers ln;_ehmuoml union classes are held under si
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home ony of the asbestos dust and infeet
their fomilies, every worker trained 1o
work In astie<(on removal wears & paper
oIt and ooanask When Wik is finighed,
the worker goes Lo i Bhiower, where the ps-
Per sults are carciully wrapped and placed
In 8 bag for disposal. Noxt eomes 8 shan-
poo and shower.

"I ian't the osbiesios particies you ran
sce that ore Lhe most Gangercus.” Stump

‘warns (he warker-studeniv. "It 15 the fine

particies that can eny be secn under a mi-
croscope Lhat are the real Kilters.”

Ang it 1x duning dismaniling projects
that Lthe fibers break down,

Merloni irst Inlraduced the training
program when It was discoverd one New
England contract intended ridding a high
schoo! of pxbestos material without any ni
{be snfepunrds nerded tn prulect the work.
ers, the community or the schoolchildren.
When the contractor was appratsed of Lhe
dangcrs Involved, he enrolied his workers
in the firet course ot the Academy.
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