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Mr. Se—uel T. Lawton

Scate of Illiaoois Pollution Control
189 West Madison Sireat

Suize $00

Chicago, Illinois 60602

Dear Mr. Lawton:

In conjunction with hearings recently held regarding Regulation
No. R71-16 "Asbestos and Spray Imnsulation" proposed by the Illinois Pollution
Control Boazd, we believe it would be helpful to you.to have cur comments as
a major manufacturer of frictiom matarial, .

The Abex Corporatioun, through its American Brakeblok Division is
one of the major suppliers of friction material for brake and clutch use in
the Ucited States, During 1971, our sales of asbestos containing friccion
materfal for use in vehicles operating in the United States will be in excess
of 20 =milliom dollars,

Our interest is specific to Part VII, Section 702 of the proposed
regulzatioas wnich states "The uge of asbestos in the brake lining of vehicles
manufactured after January 1, 1975, and sold for use in Illinois is prohibite ",
Qur co=mexats are as follows:

1. Asbescos fiber is an important compomeat of organic frictionm material
used in brake and clutecn facings for vehicles manufactrred and used in
the Uaited Stztes, Of known fiberous material, asbestos imparts unique
scrength and thermal properties to friction lining, in addition to pro-
vwiding unicue per.oruance characteristics essential to safe and reliable
braking and clucchring of vehicles.

2. We are avare of investigations conducted on the nature of wear products

f:o: linirgs in use, as well as the identification of airborne particles
To= operating brakes, Air sample analysis conducted by our Medical

Dep-—-en. te collect wear product particles during brake operation on
our labeoratory dynamometers confirms the findings of J. R. Lynch as
reported in his study "Brake Lining Decomposition Zrocucts' published
in the Journa2l of the Air Pollution Control Associatica, Vol. 18, No. 12,
Dece=zer, 1988,

L2 Abex Cor:c azion, in conjuncc*on with Ar: “ur D Lic'Le Inc., submitz ed a

cha: sgency 's request for ptoaosal No. E'SD 71 NZ 107 "Cha*acterlzac*ou
0f Izissizn Irom Auzomobile 3rake and Clutch Linings". In this way we are
° well zwate of the investigation work now being carried ouc by the Bendix
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Corporation under contract to the Environmental Protection Agency.
We understand that results from this contract research will not be
koown.until the middle of 1972 at the earliesz, It is our opinien
that the results of this study will verify again that airborne
particulate matter from vehicle brakes and clutches does not con-
stitute a dangerous health factor in Urban air pollution.-

We believe that the proposed ban on manufacture acd use ¢f zsbestos
contzining friction material {s unwarranted and unnecessary. We recoumend that
Part V1I, Sectiuvn 702 be removed and aut made part of regulationms gropoused by
the Illinois Pollutiocn Control Board.

Very truly yours,

i b e

G. R. Graham
Dirzector

Eriction Materials
Research
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