‘May 71, 1950

Dr. D. A, Dukelow,
American Medlcal Assoclation,
Bureau of Heglth Education,
535 N« Dearborn Street,

- Chicago 106, ITllilnois.

Dear Doshor Dulelow?

I a§ﬂ7’~*ze Pow the delay in my reply to your 1etter ef Hay 5, con=

- cernins ‘nformetion on various aspects of the air pollution problem.
The nast several weeks have been such uhat wy norresponéence could
not :e "&in+&mued.

I shcvlﬁ he ucns*der‘hly 1 s3 than franx if 1 414 not point cut the
likelihaod ihat othner aspsacts of the problem of air pellution are
nore important than thatof saot and fly-ash. Undo b?e@ly, from the
aspect of dirt-and nuissace these aye lmportant; but I doubt thelr
s*vn1$icance in relation to respiratory disease. At least'let us say
that thers is no evidence worthy of serious consideration; that these
are ralated in any important manner to r@ﬁeratcry disease rates, and
thers is no evidence whatever, real or alleged, that gvcaue" cleanli-
ness.of the air, following smclke abatement pfogramd, has reduced the
incidence of 'such diseases. It would be fime if there Wers ovidence
‘but I fear ve must se honast and put the onus not on 111 health but
on nulsance.l , .

~.1n genural, it appe&rs, 1argely from bearsay *nfcrmatlon so faras I
: znow,"T cannot claim any broad acqualntance with this general situge -
“ticn) that St. Louls and Pittsburgh have ach“eved a consilderable
redubnicn in smoke and Tly-ash, through the adoption and enforcement .
of ‘certain ordinances with respect to ;uels and their combusiion.
. Certainly Cincinnati has been considerably improved during. the past
two years, but I have no doubt that part of this derived from the
‘unusuallw mild winters of 1949 and 1950. The emphasis here.is on the
. elimination of coal. of certaln specificatisns,,with respect tc vsla-
‘w1tlliuy, and,thia, no doubt; has been useful. - SR

: The 11terature of the 3ubgecﬁ is ccnsiéerable, but ng@sr; cfore‘[
. you write your. article,uhat you cbtain a broader viewpoint on the =
- entire problem by OQﬁaLnlng the Proceedings of the First National Ailr

Symposium - (Exec. ndq. 612? lover Street, Suiteé 3 592, 10s Eﬁgeies 1%,
California = Price $2.50. I send you a reprint of my paper in this
Sympos&um.) This was sponsored by Stanford Research Institute and the
University of Southern Cali;ornia, and was held in Pasadena ln November,
1549.. The recent Technical Conference in Washington, D. C., vas also
very informatiVe, but the proceedings will not be available before the
lapse of three or four months at a minimumqv The Smoke Prevention
Association of Mmérica held its convention in Montreal last week.
Undoubtedly it will 1ssue prcceeéings. I send you herewith a program
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in which I have chscked tbe names of men in official positlons vho -
can supply you with coples or summaries of city ordinences in Cincinnst
and Pittsburgh. These and others listed will be glad to send you such -
literature and references as are avallable to them. Ve have accumulated
an cx:en ive. blbliogwanhy in our library. It has not bsen assewbled

m bhe, card index and. un¢ar+hnately our 1ibra%y staff is completely
uvamped sith urgent work that makes it' impossible ?or them to assemble
bne maznﬁial on shcrt notice.

Tﬂy - says in g1,3. good “a*th and courtesy, that too much *; vay of
speculation and. als4nfsﬁmab1an has Deen sald and writbten on this
aubject, and that any artlele, popular or otherwise, issued by any
wublication of fhe Ai.A. should be prepared with comnsiderable care
on. the uacigxo @ of bread knowledge of this subject. What 1s really
nesded ’s a Cfe&d nxnerimental nrOgram and a carefully planned survey
at 11 ‘ vlrormenzal ituaticn, 1n order to estanl¢sa tha Tacts and
1 which are ka sere¢y needed for the aamvaclatisﬁ and control
: }pzhble - We do not ¥now enough to deal with the situation .
is»ly and. a&“%ﬂaﬁal?; and the soorner we realize EhlS, the: better-i
- will Do for the public welfare, state of mind, and purse. Swmoke and
o0t and flvbasn from 1uels renreqent one phase of the problem; and, =
SL"JCCﬁ, aot the mOSu important one, as I bave indlcated previcusly.

I trust my comments may be of some help.

ordially geur39

nooert A. Kehoe, M. D.
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Dr. Bobert A. Kehoe ~ ' i
Kettering Lab. of Applled Phy51ology
Univ. of Cincinnati -

College of Médicine

Cincinnati,‘Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehee

,Dr. J.F. McCahn, As51stant Secretary of the Counc11 on’

- Industrial Health suggested I write to you for information

- that would help me prepare a popular .article on:the control.

- of air pollution.  Dr. Bauer, who 'is editor of TODAY'S
HEALTH as well as director of our Bureau, has suggested: that

I prepare this popular- article, directed toward the ‘average.

' eitizen, concerning the contribution he might make as an

“individual toward the- ‘reduction of air pollution partlcularly

-~ in the cities. Tnls ‘would be timed for publication at about -

. the beglnnlng of 'the heating season next fall, I would llke
“'to cite the: unlversal problem of air pollution from the

‘thousands of “codl: burnlng stoves and furnaces and the aaditlon

that the smoke and gasses from railroads ‘and industries makek_ef 

to the load . of the pollution of the avérage community. I.

~ would like to point out the means that some cities have used
© to successfully combat air pollution either by organized

- programs for control or actudl ordinances. If possible I

would like to point out the changes in the rates of respira-. .

‘tory diseases that might be traceable at least in part to.
the air in these c1t1es havinp a successful prosram.__

?‘It is p0531ble that. you cannot 51ve me, all of this informetlon

‘ff;jﬁbut I would at least appreciate a reference from those. cities
.. that have had the outstanding programs and the key people I

'f“ml ht address for further 1n10rmatlon.‘
. Very truly yours ‘ |

O Sk

~D. A, Dukelow, M. D. Ao
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