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Interview with the
President of the Association
des mines d’amiante du Quebec

Jean Dupéré, President of Lac d’amiante du Québec, Ltée, is the new President of the
Association des mines d’amiante du Québec. At the beginning of his mandate, he
assesses the current situation and the future of the asbestos industry.

e 1981 saw another substantial drop
in deliveries of asbestos fibre. What
have been the immediate conse-
quences for the industry and for
Québec producers in particular?

The fact that less fibre than antici-
pated was delivered this year has
caused a large accumulation of stock
throughout the mining industry, lead-
ing naturally to sharper price competi-
tion on the international markets. As a
result of the stock accumuiation,
Québec producers have been forced to
cut back on production. In practical
terms, this means prolonged plant
shutdowns and an unprecedented
unemployment rate in the Québec
asbestos region.

e What are the major factors
accounting for this drop in the demand
for asbestos fibre?

The main cause of this drop is
undoubtedly the economic recession
which has seriously affected two major
sectors of the economy, the constriic-
tion and auto industries, the largest
market outlets for asbestos fibre.

However, there are admittediy other
{actors involved in this fall in demand,
although it is for the moment difficult to
measure to what extent. Adverse pub-
licity and proposed regulations aimed
at restricting the use of asbestos con-
tinue to foster research into substitute
products.

¢ There has been a geographical
shift in the asbestos markets in the
last few years. Was this any more
noticeable in 19817

The trend became stronger in 1981
and | think that it will continue to do so
in coming years. The traditional
asbestos markets in Europe and North
America are at best stabie, and some
are even regressing. Consequently,
the marketing efforts of producers are
now directed at developing countnes
whose needs, in particular for
ashestos-cement, are increasing.

# |s the producing industry in Quebec
and Canada in a position to benefit
from the market expansion in
developing countries?

Even at first glance, it is obvious that
international competition on these
markets is becoming increasingly
fierce. The industry in Québec and
Canada must therefore become com-
petitive if it is to take proper advantage
of these markets.

At the outset, we have the advantage
of being able to offer an excellent pro-
duct and a reliable source of supply.
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Howevar, this advantage myst ba
weighad agains! the fact that our pro-
dughon and shipping cosls are
generally higher that these al egrlain
rval natons This 18 parlicutarly he
case with the USSR and Zimbabws,
whoge economic structure or standard
of ving are quite dilferenl from our
own, while they are olten favourad by
geographical progmty

These [actors presenl cerfain
challenges to us, but they ¢an be over-
come thiough improved productivity
and a stable and harmonious working
climale

On the other hand, the buyer coun-
tries, who cannot afford inicrmaphions
In the Hlow of supplies and who also
want to avold dependence on a single
source, are anxious to diversily ther
supbliers, which 1 a pont 1 our
favour, given our great cepacdy for
supplying these markets on a reliable
and conlinuing bass

# Inany case, are the markets of the
developing nations adequate enough
to compensate for the slagnating tra-
ditional asbestos markets?

First of ail, it should be noted that
demand in daveloping counlries 1s
mostly for ashestos-cement praducts,
given their construction and irngation
negds On the other hand, in
industrialized countries, the racession
is having an effect not only on the
asbestos-cement markel bat on Ihe
market Tor other types ol producls,
1hus alfecting damand for cerlain
grades of fibre In ius light!, the deaiin-
ing dernand for these grades of fibre
cannot be entirely offsel by the
demand for the fibre used in manufac-
turing ashestos-cemenl i developing
nationg

® In the short term, what can the
indusiry do o get through this diffigult
perlod without sutforing too many il
effects?

No one al the moment can say with
any cerlamly when the sconomy will

mprove and. hence, bng about @
recovery in the industzial seclors,
notably the canstructien industry,
which constitule the major maikets fur
ashestos Lintil that time, the pro-
ducers of Québec and Canaga will
have to make every possile effer| lo
improve their competitive posilion an
the mternatignal markels

Although each producer manages
his operations as he sees fil, there are

Al the same time, lhe producers
sl also prepare for the future
ordor to take advantagn of an svenlual
BCUNOMIC 1eCGvery

¢ In the fonger term, what major
challenges will specifically have 1o be
met o assure the syrvival and growth
of the asbestos industry?

Inthe first plags, we will necessarlly
have to neutraiime the multigher effect
created in the industnalized countries
by the major gonlroversy aver
asheslos and health, salety and the
environment Now more than ever, pro-

©dugers will have lo form 4 common

fronl in this matler and unwaveningly
pursue their atiempts to halt the anti-
ashestos movement Fading Ihis

+ action, not only wili the present decling

3 of traditional markets escalate, but the

nevertheless cerlan materal con-
straints thal are common to lhe idus-
Iry as 2 whoie and that call tor imilar
soltions Indeed, alt procucers have
been alfected by the constantly rising
€05t of gnargy and of the goods and
services uscd by the praduging indus-
try Similarly, ach of them 15 faced
wilh the increasing cost of labour To
alleviate these problems i the
mmediate future, producers must
make the bes! possible use of the
squipmen| and matenals al ther dis-
posal and, generally, mprove produc-
livity 1 thar mines and mills

impact of legistation and requiatinng
aimed at restneling the use of
agbestos could, In the more or less
short emn, spread to the developing
countrigs where the must promising
inarkels are found,

inthe pursil of these cbjechves, |
think that eongideration will have t be
given to regrouping the enhre Cana-
dian industry into & Iruly pan-Canadian
orgenizahian having close Lies with the
lederal government and the proviciat
yovernmenls concerned Such an
organizalion could lead tu the creation
ol ¢ national miprmation ganlre
nxeh sively davoted to the defence and
promotion of ashestos i Canada and
around the world

On another level, although stil with
the purpose of sacurig the future, itis
equaly imporiant to promote {he
tevelopment of new products and of
new apphcations fhat use asbestos
salely, in order 1o offsel the foreseea-
bl dhsappearance of mature products
and tha appearance, n some applica-
fions, of viable substitutes

From this standpolnt, 1t might be
desirabla for the Institut dz Recherche
ol de Developpement sur 'Amiante lo
Increagingly oriant e work toward the
implementation of prajects for the

T

development of products and techni-
ques promoting the uge of asbestos

s What does the indusky expect of
the World Symposium on Asbestos
with regard to the image of ashestos?

Actually, the Symposium s the

responsibiity of the Canadian and
Qusbec govemments, intly with the
Cammission uf the Europaan Gom-
munibies The mimng ingustry 1s also
involvad, as ané of the soci-economic
partners with an nteresl m asbestas,
along with the suientific and medical
commumly and he labour movement

We neverlheless subschiba lo the
onenlation of 1hig unprecedented
international conference, tnasmuch as
we must lrust that an exhaustive
evaluation of the positve and negatve
aspects of asbestos, based on the
most recent sciantifie, medical and
technalagica| data, will intraduce the
possibility of reconciing, in this par-
Licular case, economic and commer-
cral nlerests with social preocuupa-
tigng, including the qualily of life

The importance the industry
attachos to the Symposiom and its
keen interes! n [rs international event
sten fram our conviction that a truly
objective overall view of the current

ashostas situghion, and an honest ant
Tair debale on the mapor igsucs that
Torm the ore preaccupation of those
concemed in various ways with
asbestos, can but promote the
rehabililation of the product and snov
that sacely can live with aghesios

* Gengrally speaking, what kind of
fulure do you foresee for the mdus-
try?

In theshert term, qiven the economic
siluation, he ashestos indusiry will be
laging 4 dilficult period of indetermi-
nate length Howaver, soaner or ialer,
the econorny Wil recover its viiaity
and the industry may enjoy a revival,
shill on ke condilien that the action
taken fo rehabiitate the product's
image #1d o creale new markels has a
gosihve mpact These are, m fact,
essenti) tonditions {o the viabiity and
growth of the asbestes (ndustry and,
parhculirly, of 8 miming industry una-
ble fo recyele its produclion

New AMAQ
Board of
Directors

Jaan Dupédré, President of Lac
d'amiante du Québec, Lice, was
elected President af the Association
das mines ¢'amiante du Québec for the
year 1982 al the 33rd Annual Mecting
of the Association He succeeds
Michael Prug

The other directars are J P Power,
Chairman and Presidenl of Jahns-
Manville Canada Inc, who 15 the

AMAU's representative (o the Govern-
ing Council of the AIA, and Michael

Prus, President of Carey-Ganada Inc

There are two chawrmanship
changas on the AMAQ commillees
Michagl Prug 1s the new Charman of
the Public Relations Committes, suc-
ceading JAM Hutcheson who retired
n 1981, Beraard Coufombe, Plant
Engineer, J¢hns-Manviile Canads,
replaced O Wilhams i July 1981 as
Chawman ¢f Ihe Environmental Fro-
tection Committee.

Other committee chairmen are
Unitorm Classification and Grading
Committee: Keith § Jackson, Vice-

President, Mineral Processig, Les
Mines ¢ zmiane Bell, Techmical Com-
mittea: €. Day, Manager, Engineer-
ing and Technical Sepvices, Jofins-
Manvitle Canada, Industrial Relations
Commitee: 1B Gresham, Vice-Presi
dent and Mine Manager, Johns-Manvi-
lle Carada, Health, Safety and Com-
pensaton Committee: Jean Dupéré,
President, Lac d'amiante du Quétec,
Transportation Committee: RP Cag-
non, Vicg-Presigent, Marketing, Lac
d'amiante du Quebec, Lagislation and
Taxation Committea; post fo be filed,
Occupational Mealth and Hygiene
Committee: Or Michel Lesage, Mad-
cal Advisor to the Association
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Quantitabive eshmates of cancer nsks w the United
States attribute 65% of the eurrent total pumber of deahs
caused by common types of cancer to tobacco and to
Iifestyle, more specilically rulrhonal factors Tobacen 15
considered raspansible for 30% of these cancer deaths
and diet, fur 33%

These esfimates were madé by rasearchers Richard Doll
and Richard Pato of Oxford Umversily, England, m a tudy
commissioned by the Clfice of Tachnology Assessment of
the U'S. Congress

Three concurrent studies

The results obtamed by Dol and Peto (Table |} from a
nation-wide in-depth study of a2 wide range of
epideminlogieal data clearly Lally with thosa presanted by
Higginson 2nd Mur Tollowing & smilar study of cancer
cases T the Birmingham region of England (Table 2) They
afso agreg with those of Wynder and Gari wha analyzed
the cancer incidence n a smaller Amercan population
group (Table 3) than that studied by Peto

The simanty of the results of these hree studies
appears fo indicate that the moiencs of cancer wovld
vary very litfle from ane scale to another and from one
gountry to anolher

Tobacco and lifestyle: the chief causes of cancer

i

Itis. therefore, more than likely that Doll and Palo's facs
for companson table can be applied o all ndusinahzed
countries, and particuarly 10 Canady whera fiving habits
arg very similar 1o those found in the Unded States.

Occupation: responsible for
appraximately 4% of cancer deaths

Only 4% of all cancer deaths aré altnbuted lo ocuupa-
tion by the authora. They paint out, however, that this facs
for lends f be concentrated among arelatively small num-
her of individuals for whom Le risk of developing the dis-
ease may be mgh On Lhe other hand, according to the
researchers, thess nsks can ba reduced and even ebm-
nated a8 800n as they are Siearty idontified

Table 2

PERCENTAGES OF CANCER CASES ATTRIBUTED TO
VARIOUS DIFFERENT FACTQRS®

Faclor or class of faclors Mate Female
Tobaceo Kb i
Tobaggo/aiaho! 5 3
Lile-gtyle 30 83
Ogoupation 8 2
Sunlight 10 10
lomzing radiations 1 1
Ialrogems (medical) 1 1
Gangenlal 2 ?
Unknown 15 1

* Higalnsen and Mutr ~ Birmingham, England

Table 1
PERGENTAGES OF CANCER DEATHS ATTRIBUTED TO
YARIOUS DIFFERENT FAC TORS*
Factor or Best Range of
class of factors dliniate fab
estimates

Tobianco k1! 25-40
Al¢ohoi 3 1-4
Diet 35 10-70
Food addives <1 -5-2
Reproductive and sexual

behavior 7 1-13
Occupation 4 2-8
Pollution 2 <) -8
Industrial products Ll €1-2
Medicines and medicat

procedures 1 05-3
Geophysical lactors 3 1-4
Infegiicn 107 1.7
Unkngwn 7 ?
* Dolland Pely — Unied States

Table 3

PERCENTAGES OF CANCER CASES ATTRIBUTED TO
YARIOUS DIFFERENT FACTORS'

Factor or class of factors Male Female
Tobacoo 8 ]
Tobaceo/aleohol 4 1
el 9 5
Oceupation 4 i
Sunhight and 1vaizing radiationa 8 8
Exagencus hormones - 4
Congamtal and unknown 16 20

* Wynder and Gort - Unitad $tales

In certain sections of the papylation, therefore, greater
attenfion than would be indicated by the factor comparison
table must be brought ta bear on the detection and preven-
tion of cancer nsks linked lo ocoupation Neveriheless, it
st not be forgotlen that the chief causes of 85% of al
common cangers are still tobacco and diet By com-
panson, factors connscled with the wark environment only
play & sacondary role

The rasults of the Doll and Pelo study shaw how tmpor-
tani 1t 1s 1o carefully weight aaeh of the causes of cancer,
because underastimaling the effects of certam factors,
such as tobacen and lifestyle, may have gréve conse-
quences

The U.S. Public Health
Service confirms
findings

A report, recently pudlished by the US Government
Public Health Service, supports the findings of the Dol and
Pelo study. Based on data concerning 1hd éffects of tobac-
ca which have been compiled since 1964, the American
reporl states that "ehacco's contnbution to all cancer
tesths 1¢ estimaled to be 30%"

As well as pamting out thal smaking i the main cavse of
lung cancer, the teport alse Iinks smoking with other forms
of cancer, such as thraat, Jaryns, bladder, kidney and
pancreas cancer

According to the data cited, 412000 American desths
have been aftributed to cancer iy 1880 and this hgure 15
expected to grow to 430 000 m 1982 The 30% proporlion
means lobacco alona could contnbule to 129 000 of these
feaths this year

The aulhors of the report beliave 85% of lung cancers
and belwesn 72% and 38% of all cancers would be pre-
vanted f Americans slopped smoking. Their opinion ¢oin-
cides with thal of Doll and Pefo according to which clear
identilication of the causes of cancer will lead %o &
decrease in and even elimination of cancer risks

Substitutes:
the unknown
factor

The miroduction of vacious products an the
market ag substitules for ashestes raises the
whole problem of the safety aspect of thege
products Indesd, Bithiugh the heaith hazards
involved in the use of tsbestos are knowa and,
hence, easier to contre, 1his 19 not necassarly
the ¢ase for the subtiutes whose potential
harmiu! eftects are ofen unknown

It is therefore encowraging ta see a recom-
mendation on the subzeet in a report submitted
to the Govarnmyg Bodyot the ILO by a group of
experts brought togethe by this organization to
study safety in the use ef asbestos

The approach adwcated in the group’s
report requires that all substitule products be
subjected before use o thorough testing fo
ensure fhey are nol introducing unexpecied
hazards and 1o determme therr degree of
safely

Mineral wool

It would be approprate to mention here the
tesulls of & Swedish sty dy dagling with minese)
wool Thig study found, among other things,
that mineral wool filres have carcinogenic
effects on animels

Atthough epidemioligical studies have not
gstablished that thera is an increased nsk of
canceramong workersexposed o these ibres,
1he authors of the stuty feel there 18 reagon 10
faar for the future, a5 the production of mineral
wool grows, especially sinee the industry 1
making increased use of long and thin fibres,
the very onas suspectedof teing carcinogeme

It may be recafled hat it was as a result of
mueh more conclusive and thorough studies
{hal Sweden adopted very strict regulabions
governing the use of asbestes. Il might,
therefore, be advisabile 1o delve further into the
eltects of nol just minsrat wool but all the pro-
ducts thal ara accepted today as “vahd"
ashesios substitutes.
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Defending asbestos
calls for
collective action®

In the twele monthe thal hove
passed sinca our Association's last
general meelng, the qullook for The
ashestos mdustry, which wag not very

bright at the end of 1980, has grown

even dunmer

It 18 htHle consolalion to vbserve thal
the difficulhies facing qur induslry sre
caused pnimarily by unfavourable
economic conchlions affecting the
anlire Weslern World, conditions lrom
which virtually no mdvstrial or
manvlecluring secior is exempt

As far as asbeslos (3 concernad —
whether it ba n the mming or man ufac-
luring sectors - the negalive effects
of this situation are n direct praportion
10 the degline of beth the buikding and
construetion incustry and the
automotile industry, whigh reprasent
T0%and 10%, respechively, of the fibre
market

The relative wergase in demand for
asbestos in developing countries does
not begin lu miake up for the signihicant
drop thal has occurred in the
Industnalizad natons, which represent
fwa-thirds of the marke! for Quabec-
produced asbestas fibre

Downward trend

The resulling downward Irend i
delivery levels that continugd
Ihioughout 1981 caused a major
reducbion in mine produchion, which m
lurn gave nse and conlines to give
ng¢ o shorlened work penods, tem-
porary Jayoffs and, n some cases,
mare or Jass proionged sloppages in
mimng and processing oparalions

Despile the measures taken lo
ralionalize production, the entire
asbestos mining industry 1s axperigns-
ing both financrally and economcally

6

one of the most difficit perinds in s
history — and there 15 no sign on the
immediate harizon thal a speedy
re¢overy will take plage Meanwhie,
nventory 15 accumulating at an
unprecedented pace

Under the qircumstances, just main-
laning a viable leve! of produchion
requires and will continue to require
greater effort and increased vigilance
wath regard to marketing, boosting pro-
ductmly and remanmg on & par with
international competition

A collective effort

In this respset 1l 15 up Yo ¢ach
indvidual producer to manage his own
affairs Nevertheless, Ihere are some
araag of intervantion that necessitate a
conceried effort and a pooling of
infellectual and malenal resources by
the industry as a whole

Thisis egpecially the case i dealing
with another cause of the deciine in
fibre sales, namely, the adverse pub-
licity agbeslos has receved and the
restiling stream of regulations aimed
2l Imibing 115 use and somelimes aven
Danming 1t outnght

When 1t comes to promoling and
defenting our product, to changing
publi¢ opnien about asbestos and
ensuring that the mdustry's paint of
view 15 well represented m the ntense
controversy surrounding the hibre, ar
when It comes to supporhing and guid-
ing research and development eflorls
geared to product salety and new
applications, there 15 everything 1o be
gained by acting collechvely

Indeed, this 15 the very purpose of
bringing producers logether n an
associztion such as ours

Activities in 1981

In 1hs ragard, | feal we can be proud
ol the work acromphshed i the past
veur lhraugh the Associakien In par-
tcuiar, | am thiking of the excellent
quahty, from the lechnological, scien-
lific and medical standpomts. of the
representations made by AMAQ on
behalt of the industry to Ihe Ontario
Royal Commission of Inguiry 1nle
ashestos

There was also [lg extremely well-
tosumented raport selmitted lo the
Ontano Ministry of Labour, 1n which
the Assocration clearly demonstrated
thal the draft requiation prapared by
the Ministry to fower the standard for
ashestos exposure i the workplace
had no scienlific basis and could not
be justified either madically, socially or
ecanomically

At the internatianal level, AMAQ and
other members of the Institul de la
Médecine du Trava et da ['En-
virannament played & major role at the
third biennial conference of 1he
Agbestos Internalional Association
heid 1m London last May Indeed, to &
large extent  was the mtiative of the
Canadian praducers that was respon-
sible for the AIA'S adoption of an inter-
national code of gaod praclice, esiab-
lishing rules of ethical conduct for both
producers and users of ashestos

In addition, AMAQ's member coin-
panies have confinued to lend very
substanbal suppont, through th IRDA,
for tesearch and development. and
lhey have been parhcularly helpiul in
encouraging innovation amed at
doveloping new apphications for
asheslos

The Symposium

On anather front, it 15 common
knowledge that the Agsocialion ant
the Institut de ta Médecine tu Travai
el de U'Environrement have been
closely associated with the project
sponsored by the governmenls of
Canada and Quebec and the Commis-
sion of the European Communities to
hold a Warld Symposium on Asbeslos
in May 1992, an idea thial origmated
dunng an international conferente on
communications organized by AMAQ
at Montabello 1n the Spriag of 1380

From the start, this vasl and
ambitious project, whoss am s to
develop as objeciive and complele an
analysis as possible of the current
ashestos situation n fight ul the many
controversies surrounding it, hes
recaved Ihe full support of the mining
ngustry

Recommendations
tothe ILO

Justas the Symposiim s likely o be
tha autalanding event of 1882 n the
asheslos sector, the highlight of 1981
was undaubledly 1he encouraging
development within tha Inlérnational
Labour Othce a5 a resuli of the conclu-
stons and recommendations of a meel-
ing of experls convensd by the ILO's
Governing Baby to study safety in rela-
tion lo ashestos use According fo
these experls the rigk connecter with
exposure Lo agheslos dust can be
reduced by mmimizing the expusure
They also determined that there 18 no
reason for asbestos (0 be replaced by
other substances unless the jatter

olfer equal fechmeal advantages while
heing provedly less harmil

Inother worys, Iha experts convened
by e ILO do nol recommend that
asbestos be banned, but rather con
yolled Moreover, they (aveur subsiiu-
ton only on the xpress candition thal
the substitutes offer caual tectnical
avaniages and have undergane
axlangive testing prior to use in order
to determine their dogre of safety and
ensyre that they do nolintroduce other
unforeseen hazards

While not necessanly agreeing with
ali of the conclusions and recommen-
talions In the ILO report, we could not
help but be pleased that the direction
taken by the exparts, who met in Octo-
ber 1981 1n Geneta, tends 1o mdicate
a relurn to a certaim degree of common
sense

A word of thanks

| would not wish to genclude this
rather skelchy review of the past year
withou! mentioning the retrement of

twa of ANAQY's diractors, Mike Massel
and Bob Hutehesen Both ol these men
dedicated nost of thewr working lives 10
the ashesles industry, an induskry they
hiad mtimale knowiedge of As e¥ezy-
tves, they ware unwversally respecied
and thar strang parsonalitias pro-
foundly irfluenced the asbestos indus
ty for many years, especially wih
regard talhe achvilizs of this Asgoo-
hion over which Ihey presiced
numerous limes

The entire asbrslos ¢ommunity 1§
deaply ndebted to Mr Messel and Mr
Hulchiesen for therr invaluable con-
Inbutions, gnd we Smcerely wish them
the happest of reltements

For us, and for their sucGessors on
AMAQ's board of drectors, Messrs
Dupéré and Power, the siruggle con-
linues

* Remarks by Michae! Prus, outgaing
President of the Association des
mines d’amiante du Quebec, at the
131d Gepgral Meeting of the
Assocailon,
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Internationally-renowned speakers to
address World Symposium on Asbestos

Many inlernationally-known seientists have agreed to
be ques! speakers and panahists at the Warld Symposium
on Asbestos scheduled to take place in Montréal in May
1982

Among the prominent indwiduals from the seientific and
medical communiies who have conlirmed therr particlna-
fionas speakess are from the United States Ors Irvang Se-
fikoff, John Higginson and Philip Enlerline, from Canada
Drs Gorbett and Alison McDanald, from the JK Drs Ju-
fian Peto ang J C Wagner, from France Professars René
Truhaul and Jean Bignon, from Wast Germany Prof D
Schmaehl and Or S Dobnartin, from the Netherlands Dr
R Lanting, as wall as many olher researchers, epidemio-
logusts. 1ox6ologists and speciahsts In occupational medi-
tine who, within the framework of the Symposium, will tie
making a comprehensive medica-seienhihc assessinent of
the current ashastos situation

Government and union representation

In addilion lo the importent contributian o this interna-
tional gathering by the scientific community, Symposium

organizers have ensured the parlicipahion of highty-
nualfied speakers and parelsts to deal with the social
and economic aspects of the controversy surrouncing
ashestos

Among thoge who will be acdressing the Symposium on
these 15gues are such dshngushed indmiduals as
Gharles Levinsen, of the Internalional Ghemical
Employass Federation, AnnM Gorsuch, Administralor of
the US Envonmental Pistection Agency, Willam
Simpson, Chairman ol Grest Bnlain's Health and Sately
Commission and Dr Willam Hunter, regponsible for
occupational health and sakely in the Commission of the
European Communties

A tota) of 72 speakers avd panalists fram goverament
departments and agencies, umans, wdustry and the
scientific and medwcal commumty will take part in the
program of 1he Symposun Coming from 14 ditferent
European, Asian, Alncen and North American countries,
{hey represent wirlually the enlire body of current world
OpInIoN oR asbestos



Asbestos production
in 1981

The decline in construction actiity
in the whole Western World and the
difficulties experienced by the North
American automobile industry in 1981
have brought about a marked drop in
demand for asbestos-cement and fric-
tion products. This resulted in a subs-
tantial decrease in fibre deliveries for
the Canadian producing industry, par-
ticulariy for grades 4, 5 and 6.

Québec

Québec deliveries, not including
production from the Asbestos Hill
deposit*, amounted to 929 229 metric
tonnes, against 1038716 tonnes in
1980, a decrease of 10.5% (109 487
tonnes).

The value of Québec deiiveries is
estimated to be about $456 million
compared with an approximate value
of $495 million in 1980, a decrease of
some 8%. It must be stressed that this
drop is partly due to the fact that a
greater proportion of short fibre was
delivered this year. The vaiue of this
fibre is lower than that of longer grade
4, 5 and 6 fibres.

Canada

Canadian deliveries of asbestos
fiore in 1981 were 1078715 metric
tonnes against 1202511 tonnes in
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1980, a drop of 122 796 tonnes or
10.2%. The approximate value of
Canadian deliveries amounted to $561
million, a 2.4% decrease compared
with the previous year when sales
totalied about $575 million.

Québec’s share of the total Cana-
dian deliveries remained roughly the
same at 86%, while British Columbia's
deliveries dropped from 95 710 tonnes
in 1980 to 80 196 tonnes in 1981, a
16.2% decrease, and Newfoundland's
climped from 68 085 tonnes in 1980 to
70290 tonnes in 1981, a 3.2%
increase.

It should be mentioned here that al!
production ceased in Newfoundland

on December 31, 1981 with the clos-
ing of the Advocate mine.

Prospects for 1982

It is already clear that the stock
accumulation resulting from the 1981
siump in sales will lead to a decrease
in 1982 production levels. Further-
more, unless the adverse economic
situation prevailing throughout the
Western World recovers, further drops
in demand must be expected in 1982,
The short-term prospects, therefore,
are not very encouraging for the
asbestos industry as a whale.

* The ore extracted from Asbestos Hill
is processed in the Federal Republic
of Germany.
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