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ough Rules on Vinyl Chloride Exposure
re Slated in Two Weeks in Interim Plan

D

B iyl chloride will take effect in two
Meeky In an efforl to halt the wpread of a
of liver cancer that appears ta be
T@sused by contact with the chemical,
££ In Washington. the Lahor Department’s

! pational Ratety and Health Adminlstra-
kflon Susued ari emergency temporary ‘Nealth
itandard sharply cuiting the nllowable expo-
Mire to the Industrial chemlcal starting
b 4. It also proposed an even tougher
manent standard that woukdn't allow
brkers without protective egquipment to
in contact with viny! chloride in any
strable concentration. .

The | of the | carfie afler
months of investigations by the govern-
at, employers and labor unjoms. Thelr
® began in late January, when B. F,
Joodrich Co. disclosed thal four workerns at

: Loulsville +vinyl chloride comversion

it had died frnm the same rare lorrrr! of
Lancer, angi in
other toncerns, includlng Union Calr-
Corp. awt Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.,
otted other liver cancer deaths among
chioride workers,

Yinyl chioride, normally s gas, is ton-
i#d In plants such aa the Goodrich facil-
intc a powdery substance called poly-
#t chloride, fram which & wide range ol

i
mrydny plastic pl‘pﬂl’fts is made. The gov-
ernment’s emergency standard and the pro-
posed peérmanent standard cover workers
Invotved in both mamdacturing of vinyl
chioride and s conversion into polyvinyl
chloride. )

Currently,. natlonal standards allow un-
protected workery to come in contact with
vihyl chioride concentratlons of up lo 500
paris per milfion In the ntmosphere. But
when {he temporaéy standard takes effect
two weeks from now, the maximom allows.
ble concentration wilt drop to 30 party per
miiion, 4 level advocated by Industry and
actually in force on a volunlnry bagiy in

work practicex and proteciive measufes
etk : .

The agesicy pluns in formulaie lie per-
manent standard - working from its Propai-
nl —-under an “expediled procedure’’
signed to shrink the ayually lengthy proces
to A period of s Hitle ns two monlhes. 1t afl
goes ateording lo plan, public it

ptants it represents would have to'make any
changes at all th meet It.” In fact, he ndded,
ut tenst wix dnyf thiarlde ittty nlready i

erale al levels 2 loW d% 10 an per miJ-

“!mprlull‘ﬂml"&'w:ﬁ" B X

will be gathered, n puhlic b ny hei¥, if

neceaary, and the propowl fevived nto
tinat form in time for K to take !llec{ n
early June. ¢

The temporary staridari’ of' ab pmi pet
mifllon Is mpparently [destignesf 15 WHRE ]’
compromise belweel; the deminds of Iabo!'

temporsry: standard,” werd c
eventus! max!mum/%! m bd't! per mﬂﬂm

many plants. The t \anderd
under: the law, éan remain in elfeél for up to
#x months, while a permanent slandard Is
being formuldted.
Par Direst BExposure

The Occupational Sately and Health n&
mintstration's prop

would bar any direct exposure to rinyl
chloride In any measurable concentratlon.
Thix prohibition is genernlly betieved to rule
out conbentrations amounting to one part
pér UGN or mote. The permanent itan-
dard based largely on recommendations of

ers) agency had

the Department of Health, Educatiocn and | e
Welfare, also would provide for perodic| |

fnedical teals for winyl chioride workers,
and specity plant monitoring procedures, |
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