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CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION

December 2, 1993

Donald Whorton

ENSR Health Sciences
1320 Harbor Bay Parkway
Alameda, CA 94501

Dear Don:

The Chemical Manufacturers Association contracted with the
Environmental Health Associates in 1982, 1984, and 1987 to update an
epidemiology study of vinyl chloride workers. The agreement numbers
and their execution dates are as follows: '

VC 9.0-EPI-EHA March 11, 1982
vC 10.0 April 9, 1984
VC 11.0-EHA October 21, 1987

Subsequent to these agreements, EHA merged with ENSR Health
Sciences. CMA currently is considering a further update of, "An Update
of an Epidemiologic Study of Vinyl Chloride Workers, 1942-1982".

In order for CMA to make its final decision to update the study to
1992, we need the following information from you:

1. Have all data been transferred from EHA to ENSR on the
above-referenced studies? 1f yes, are these data easily
retrievable for a further update?

2. Will raw data submitted by participating colpéhiés from the
CMA sponsored studies be available to CMA or participating
companies either in hard copy form or on computer disk?

3. Did ENSR or EHA enter intc any confidentiality agreements
with NDI, SSAN or individual states which would prohibit ENSR
from sharing fact or cause of death information on cohort
members with CMA or individual companies?

4. How many cohort members were actively employsd in areas of
vinyl chloride exposure as of December 31, 19827 Would it be
possible for you to prepare a table showing the distribution
of these workers by plant identification number?

5. Can you provide a listing of 37 plant sites with the
identification of the companies and the plant identification
numbers, if not confidential?
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CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSCCIATION
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Dear Vinyl Chloride Research Coordinators: fxlkpvv"

s
The November 5, 1993 Record of Meeting and a(commitment form)for
$3,000.00 are enclosed for your review. Please execute the commitment
form and return the original signature to me at CMA by December 31,

1993. 1If you have any questions about the enclosed items, please call
me at (202) B887-1192.

Sincerely,

oo Bhako

Hasmukh C. Shah, Ph.D.
Manager, Vinyl Chloride Panel

Enclosure
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CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
Vinyl Chloride Panel
Research Coordinators

Record of Meeting

DATE: November 5, 1993
TIME: 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
PLACE: CMA Offices

Washington, D.C.

List of Attendees:

Greg Bond Dow Chemical

Frank Borrelli Georgia Gulf

Bob Grahek GEON

Mark Gruenwald Borden

James Knaak Occidental Chemical
Dave Penney Vista

Bob Ondocsin CMA

Has Shah CMA

1.0 Dr. Greg Bond was elected Chairman for today's meeting.

2.0 The VCRC identified as its objective to discuss the merits and
difficulties of updating the Vinyl Chloride Panel sponsored study
entitled, "An Update of An Epidemiologic Study of Vinyl Chloride
Workers, 1942-1982".

3.0 Dr. Has Shah reviewed the CMA Vinyl Chloride Research Coordimator
activities since the receipt of the 1986 Final Report, "An Update
of An Epidemiologic Study of Vinyl Chloride Workers, 1942-1982".
These activities included conducting in 1989 a feasibility survey
for the reassessment of liver cancer among vinyl chloride workers
that were reported in the 1986 final report. After considerable
efforts by an independent contractor, it was determined that a
reassessment is not feasible because of difficulties encountered
in obtaining slides, tissue blocks, histopathology reports and
other pertinent information from hospitals and/or reviewing
pathologists. Subsequent to the 1986 final report, Wong et. al.
in 1991 published an article in the 4merican Journal of
Industrial Nedicine based upon the 1986 final report. The VCRC
identified several concerns regarding the interpretation of the
final report data in the Wong et. al. publication and wrote a
letter to the Editor of the American Journal of Industrial
Nedicine. Dr. Wong responded to the Letter to the Editor.

Both the Letter to the Editor and Dr. Wong's response were
published in the journal this year.
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The Research Coordinators discussed the following issues to help
them in deciding if an update of the previously completed
epidemiology study should be undertaken:

U] What additional information can be gained by updating the
study?

The additional mortality information by following the
1942-1972 cohort from 1983 to 1992 may help resolve the issue
of non-angiosarcoma liver tumors and brain tumors as causes
of deaths in the vinyl chloride exposed cohort. There was a
general feeling that an update would be useful to resolve
these issues.

. Will the raw data from the 1986 study be available to CMA?

Dr. Shah expressed a feeling that the information that was
provided by companies to the contractor will be available to
companies; however, the death certificate Information will
not be available to CMA or even the company where the
employee worked due to medical confidentiality issues. All
data currently are in possession of ENSR. Dr. Bond will
prepare a list of questions to be asked of ENSR to ascertain
the availability of data either to CMA or the companies., Dr.
Bond will forward the questions to Dr. Shah by January 15,
1994, Dr. Shah will discuss the questions with ENSR prior to
the next VCRC meeting.

. If the existing epidemiology study is updated, should the
study cohort be expanded to include workers who worked in
vinyl chloride or related plants from 1973~19927

VCRC members decided that the current cohort cannot be
expanded because that would confound the original study
design. Also, a separate study on workers employed in vinyl
chloride and related plants from 1973 onward is not feasible
at this time because the cohort size and employment duration
may not be large enough to generate adequate mortality
information for a statistically-sound study. The VCRC agreed
to revisit the issue of a new cohort study in one year.

. Are there any recent vinyl chloride epidemiology studies
either completed or in progress?

No VCRC member was aware of any recent studies; however, Dr.
Shah will conduct a literature review to identify any recent
studies. Dr. Shah will conduct this review prior to the next
VCRC meeting.

. If a further 10-year update of the CMA sponsored vinyl
chloride epidemiology study is to be undertaken, are all
necessary data in place to begin such an update?
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Dr. Bond will check with the National Death Index office on
when all 1992 death certificates may be available from
states. Usually, there is a 2 to 2.5 year lag period between
the time of death and the time when the death certificates
would be available from the states for research purposes.

Dr. Bond will forward the lag period information to Dr. Shah
by January 15, 1993.

5.0 The VCRC agreed to meet in March/April 1994 to review progress of
all action items resulting from today's meeting and decide on a
course of action.

6.0 The VCRC developed a budget of $24,000 for 1994 for administrative
and consultant services. Consultant services would include ENSR's
work to respond to CMA inquiries regarding the availability of
data from the previously completed study. Dr. Shah will send a
commitment form for $3,000 per company to VCRC members.

7.0 The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:00 p.m.

Jas Bkl

Hasmukh C. Shah, Ph.D.
Manager, Vinyl Chloride Panel

Subject to Approval
November 15, 1993
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CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
Vinyl Chloride Panel
Research Coordinators

Commitment Form

[ 7 My company commits to contribute $3,000 for

administrative and consultant services for the Vinyl Chloride

Research Coordinators Task Force. The Panel is conducted
under the policies and procedures outlined in the CHEMSTAR

Panel Guidelines (as noted on the reverse of this form).

/ / While appreciating the opportunity, my company declines

to participate.

We are required by law to tell vou that
contributions, gifts or membership dues paid
to CMA are not deductible as "charitablae
contributions” for income tax purposes.

This law does not affect the deductibility
of these payments as a "business expense.”

Panel Representative

Cf:fimms.:f l. /€J.-,Q":‘ N

Management Contact (optional)

Name (Signed)

Cawacs L. Geerew

Name (Signed)

Name (Typed) Name (Typed)

DHQ- - EN:&ONMEWAL}QcAkTH,jgﬂ FeaY

Title Title
g

lHEéEC‘M O MAN N
Company Company

6160 Oa Tgee 4&

Address CJ.E/EKANL,—JH 44131 Address
(216) 442~ 6553

Telephone

(206) 447 45

Telephcne

Telecopier (Type, Make, Number) Telecopier (Type, Make, Number)

Please return signed form by December 31, 1993 to:

Hasmukh C. Shah, Manager

Chemical Manufacturers Association
2501 M Street, NW

Washington, D.GC. 20037
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Direcions o Patton Boggs, [.L.P.:

From =0 Wesrs . . .,
Taka Exit 282 (P=g= Road) to the end of remyp and mmi 2 tight cnco Page Road
AL ne=z oaiic light make 3 lef onro Empervr Bouievard,
. Maka 3 right onco Slarer Road (zcruss from the camrzaca to the Sheraron Hoted).

‘4{333 2 Io‘& mm tr.u pa.h:mg loz ar 3101 Sizpr Road ('Bng.nton EHal buﬂmng)
1] ) Le) Q' LY “‘ . -
Y From I~0 Egst 7 ‘

“Taica: 23Z (Page Roag) yu-yug;n the tr'.ﬂclignu. .
M-ah?r?gn:am?m Ram(ﬁ&onthﬁewm@efs&mEom‘)

Ma.xa 2 (ot into the parzdnz lac ar 1101 Siaxer Rosd (Brigitcon Sall bailding).
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Pacton Boggs, LL.P. is laczzed on the sezond floor of Brigiron Hail.
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