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PCB fight
frustrates
oil plans

DES MOINES, Jowa (UPD) —
Efforts of lowa officials
attempting to dispose of a large
quantity of crankcase oll con-
taminated by the highly tomic
chemical PCB were being
frustrated by legal obstacles and
restrictive federal

About 10,000 ||llolu ot
PCB-tainted ol were shipped
into Jowa from St. Paul, Minn.,
last week.

‘The lows Department of En-
vironmental Quaiity said Monday
it averted 2 “near disaster” by
identifying the shipment and
seeking a court injunction barring
its further movement.

State officials said the chernical
could have entered the food chain
and endangered the heslth of

cancer or birth defects.

Officials said Monday the state
{aces serious obstacles in
ing an estimated 30,000 gallons of
the PCB-tainted oll.

Federal regulations require
that PCB be incinerated in
special combustion tanks at the
Monsanto Industrial Chemicals

“federally spproved chemical
landfill site ot Sheffield, Iit.
Movsanio officisls
are cool to the idea of accepting
the contaminated oil unless it can
be proven il manufactured the
PCB in question.
And either method of disposa)
would cost $100,000 — a financial

burden neither the state por the '

oil company involved is willing to
acc

ept.

The chemical, in a concentra-
Uon 6 billlon tmes stronger than
federai drinking water standards
permit, was mistaken for waste
engine oil intended for use on
lowa's gravel roads and was mis-
takenly shipped 10 a Cedar Fails
road olling firm.
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