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sunectr ASBESTOS

Several pleats within your respective divisions have in the recent pest or ere
qurreatly using asbestos fibre, This leiter is to alert you (in twrn you may went
to elert your works menegers concerned) of forthcoming sction to be teken by the
Eeath Educstion and Welfare Depariment of the United States Governzent,
. : F . . .
Recestly, EEW Secretary Califano issued an extraordinary statemeat sgnnouncing steps
Be wuld teke to inform doctors, workers and others “sbout the incressed heelth
risxs of asbesios exposure.” Ee sald, "asbestos is cme of the most dangerous and
{neidious substences in the workplace.” HEW has sent advisory letters 4o 400,000
physiciens and & mejor pudblic information caspaign aimed st workers and others ex-
posed to asbestos will cormence 4in the near future, It &s importent to pote that
the Secretery ecphasized high worker exposure "in the past™ and particularly 4n
b shipyesds, He also stressed the greatly incressed risk of lung cancer a=ong s=okers.
His action resulted froz Defense Deparizment (Navy) fallure to {deatify World War II
shipyard workers who might bave beea subject to excessive asbesios exposize es s
result of pressures exerted by the Realth Reseerch Group, a Neder public interest
‘orgeaizetion. Of relevance wes the federal governzent's fipenciel involvesent &n |
the settlesent of the much publicized Tyler, Texas suit, The Califano annocunceseat
=2y heve seriocus effect on public sttitudes towverd asbestos usage, Certeinly 4t
vill ensourage further action by reguletory agencies for coatrols on asbestos, EEW ;
bas pov ennounced thet newspepers, redio and TV vill be used to warn the pudliec, and :
peticuler workers who have been exdosed to asbestos, of the possible affect oo thelr '
bezlth, We believe the Zirst effort will be in the for= of "Scap Opese” spot redio
‘procTems., Ome dielogue which I bave heard - is between three men, one who s disabdbled *
. 23d 4w others who are being warned by the disebled to "check out” their coushs with
: & doctor. I understand this wvill spread to TV and newspapers, .
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In coajunction therewith, or st lesst coincidentel thereto, ABC Television has
scheduled on July 14 & documeatary oo asbestos.
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I subxzit the following thoughts for whetever belp they mey be {n any needed response
: to coz—eats or concersn reised by this forthcoxming =medie action:

That excessive exposure to esbestos dust preseats a risk to beelth

) 45 an established fact, Unreguleted exposure to asbestos during

1 World Wer II coupled with long letency periods for the development

of disease provided & timeliness to certain asbesios-health studies §;
vhich vere to receive exteasive and frequently exzggerated treatmentNgy
by specisl interest groups and the nevs media., Exposure levels of
asbestos dust {n the past and particulerly during the World Wer II
ers ave sizply pot related to preseat regulated conditions,

d co
ce: Mo, M, C, Caspenter - Ste=ford Mr, W, Barvey - Los Anzeles
¥ . Mortonson « Rutherford ; ¥r. S. Welss - Rochelle Pack

L ]

»3
"
o

11704



