Mr. E. 0. Jones - New York
¥r. ¥.A.Taylor ] New York

Filmington North Cerolina Accident August 9, 1948

Dear 0Ollie:

I have your memerendum of August 6, 1948 regarding the
Rilmington, Rorth Carolina sccident and of your desire
to have & £inal report in the records oan the whole affair,

I believe we should have a Regionsl statement to be
included in this report and we will prepare such s state-
ment Just as soon &8 we possitly can.

I further agree that you should have Fritz Mercer's
statements 28 part of the record., In this connsction,

I still feel that written statements similar to those
obtained by Lou Shank from representatives of Tank
Cleaners Inc. might be in order. O0Of coursge, if it would
make sense 1o haeve Fritz Mercer come up here, we will do
80. I do not know when this might be as I had hoped to
20 on a three weeks vacation the end of the current
week. Possibly ny plane can be changed. In any event
we will mdvise you in ample time before Fritz Mercer
does come to New York.

Very truly yours,

M. A. TAYLOR

HATtgh

CC: DR. R. A. KEHOE
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COHFPFIDEHTI &L
Desr Ertt:

A% you know, the Mer York Safety Department has been
reguesied by the seles sansgement iteo pursue to a concluslon an in-
vestigation of the unfertunate ocecurrence st Filaingten, North
Caroline. Iou &nd I have discussed this watter st grest length, and
it now sppesrs that we heve obteined &ll the feels avellable to us
in view o the Law Departmentls desire that we abandon any further
investigstion in the field. It is poseible, of course, that addi-
tionsl informetion sey eventusnlly comes to hand e&s iLhe result of any
investigations thet the verious insurence compunies say meke, or by
mesns of testimony if the accident becomes & pubject of court pro-
ceedings.

The entire Bafety policy of the company is built upen
meticulous care in the prevention of secidents thut might resuit fron
exyposure LG vetraethyl lesd or ite decomposition preductz. The ver-
lous etetements now in cur file contain cerisip direct contradiction:
and we would not be doing our-job if we did not attexzpt Lo resclve
then.

az 1 understend the situsiion now, you plan to esll
Fritz dercer in at the end of his veeatlion to discuss this matter
versonslly snd to reiterste, if he curee to do Eo, Lhe statements
whioh he has made in his reports,

The Safety Depsrtment hus an otligation to write &
fingl report sumsarizing everything in econnection with 41 ic secident,
not only for the Corparationls records but feor the assictance of the
Hedlesl Departwment, and for use &8 s btaeis for eny revisions thzat seen
indicated in our current instructiong in order Lo prevent a recurrence.

I ga writing this semorandus witlh the ldes that you, as
Operations Kaneger of the Festern Region, ian which the accident ce-
curred, may wisbh to write ¢ statezent for the Region to be included
in ocur report. it the mcment, &8 you know, the file consists of &
nusber of more or less disconnected stutements froc severali people,
and the Eastern Kegion's reporis have never been consolidated inte
cne gtatenent., 1 would sppreclete hearing froz you as tc whether you
care to issue such & statement. Also, 1 would appreciste being in-

formed when you plan to have Kercer ir Ner York.

BT /AL E. o, Jones
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