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Creburking Madison Ave

While wbastos protects a;rinst many hagsuds i our techng.
fogical society, its use - prusents olher sirious hazards., Kost
vulnciable @re the nmiiners and factary woriers v2ho have an ab-

onmally hioh propensity towards lung and cancer disciscs,
presumably caused by tong-termy wsbestos Hilber inholation. When
asked why their od fails to deal with this suliject, one representa-
tive of Johns-Munville said, 1 don't Lelieve ssbasies is haza: dous
19 the gonerdl public.” Cutrent stidies indicate, hevsever, that the
dangers of asbasios dust can wtond 1o nonwvioikais. Cne 1569 re-
foort on poltutants by Littan Systans, nc., estimaics that 100,000
asbestos vrarkers, 3.5 million workers in related industrics, and
approximately 50 million other Amuricans have been exposed to
2sbestos and could have fibers in theoir tungs. .

Asbestos is urigue, Given its strength, heat resistanse, flexible
fiburs, and adsoiption povrers, it is aot surprising that mdus!r:a-
llsts have found 2n estimaled 3,050 uses for this mcteriel, many

ehich ére found in the average houschokd, Ashestos cement
pxpc and boared are tszd for sewayz pipciinas, wallboards, and roof
gartitions. Ashestos plestics, friction products, and textiles can
function as ironing board covers, floor tilzg, brake and Kiln linings,
titters {or Lear or mzdicinegs, fireproof rugs and curtains, ete. As-
beostos spray and pzpor incwistion protect boilers, pipes, and even
fianhole covors {rom vibiation, heat and fire.

But Lefore othor wearlers can put ashestus fibers to construc-
tive use, asbasto: workers must reline the mineral deposits into
raanageabite, markewhie forms, And {an from enjoying the protecs
Live quelities of a2shostos themselves, they are continually ex-
pocsd to postibio g i

bers todoas in the I n : thuie perimanantly.

Johns-LAzaville, the l. l U.S. manufacturer of asbestos pro-
cucts, acw admi ts Wial u:._z': are occupational hzzards associated
with the contiwucus inlziation cf eshustos fibers. Thay have con-
tributes funds for rf-s-:arch pregeem on worker; health bzing
tazdd by Dr. lrving Sclikeif, Professer of Envircnmental Liedicine
&t ifount Sinzi hc; pit ;l in New York and a teading authority on
asbhizstos hazasds, But as late as 1952, Dr. Sciikol{ wrote to many
ol the largest ashestos manufasturers in tive United States and was
unable to ! )="|n emplovde healih records from any of them. Only
whan he contactad the Asbestos Yorkers Usion did he {ind co-
operation to begin extensive studies of workers.

It tnzy zocm odd tihed Johns-PAanvitiz ous nnt mention thair
eeseen efiorts in their promntione! aduesriisament. But mention
of any healihy ixzsrcts might interfe:e with Johins-Manvilie’s curs
rent elforis to disclaity eny respassibility or even knowledge of
possible hezaids 10 those dutside of the work environment,

Furthermure, in spite of recorded fing discazes in ashastos wor-
krrs s far Lack as early Groek hiztory, industry has eat succeudted
in lowering the high rumbor of disuzse viztims each yeur. As carly
as 1824, Dr, VLE. Conke, sn English physicizn, colied the word

“asbestesis™ 10 duwuibe the unusual fibrous lung eearring wiich

h2d Lean found in several wshestos workers, By 1054, 2 suspedtad
fink betvroen cshestos Tliber inlialation eond tung cencdr vaas strong-
Iy suppented By Dicherd S, Coll’s tewort that worhers expasad to
Letvy concentrations, of ashiastos dust lor aver tveenty years haed
apguavimately 12 tireos mace kg canecs thag e
Then, in 109G, studics Ly Dr, ). Cheisinglar Wi ner in one a4
<Otz puirgiteg area in Soutl Adrics revissle d 3 eanes of a0 -
O, an exusnely zre cincar of tiv: ehest or ahidderstonl vl.y
v olly franl it anly ane ot of 10,000 saopuies, By 15501, Vg
net haed dicgnzea o §9 asothelicang ¢in s, 2l ot Lut 1o hadd Bl
oz OPDDsr e L abicstos, e anarticle in Cavitonment magazing

cf asixasics dust. Unse locce girborne
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N‘xrcn 1969, Dr, Sclilcoff said that the r.':-,olh.. 3 LUmoes,
longar rare, cie $0 common amenyg debeaias Vol :
consiitute 2 tuinor spzcCific Lo asivstos evnosine.

In spite of Dr. Selikoit’s helwl Snn el 2 tocis catd ha o
minates!, and in spite of Jehins- Monville's clann tiv! tiey note i
¢hlective monitoring ancl v‘..uu.ul.nn cauinmeng, onse oug of i
asbeutos workers still dics ‘of hing cancer, one cut of i of ash:
tesis, one ot of ten of mesothilivae, snd onc out e ten of ¢
trointestingl cancer,

To deal veith the inereasing public ovareemees of 1hose mesliz
findings, Juhineflanvilin®s Litest mromoiions! oifore vl to jod
Ath saven enher ahe sins produe iz maulactesiis o foun,
boston Infareniting A .'.wl-n-:/! At Aecbna {(HUAG G
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‘onetate fom Hal ard Knondion, e, a Fege patdic relad s das

in NewVoh, In their fiest pecss relesa: d. Gl Riageis 2, V7
n.ﬂ;l}l\ exgeb e et some aSictdiie, geseaipent ollels

venaters lave auada an c.ln;ug.l famn’ e aeatniny that ades,

hazardaes ta Ui groed pul ERHN
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timalth hazaid. i farald fLeNaoh Liom Cotain = Teed Products
Corperation, seove president of AVASNA, szid the fonmation ¢f the
ticwy ioup refresente “thee indlusiry's efferts to clo:e our side of
the jrforaration np” Bal enctaiely o gap ezisis it the indusiry
tuaes not fesd (u'l.‘;‘i'!;fl 19 veacn e public of the dancers associa-
ted with heave il n shalation,

Ina faus; ...-l(--'r o ashesios &

o
GQIAINA, ddtsninnis is desenizod zsadizea

w1 hesttis coenntivadistributed by

wrrs Conly a'm i lation of cxcoscive concenirat’ons of aabostos
lust aver a grcion] 1t eraeges 17 years. (1) does oot ooces A

anng e genssad pespilatipa, Dot Uds statument s qualifiec by
b ot g waty .I-'ll sl i ol vt ozl & s cannot (-

2ot the §i
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FRITTIIC R I (TR H Thegin oy eiare,
Futivrnigez, voa s .hm 20 that pueny of thos sath

vrollrticnsd voern pat waelors thomselvie: some bl lives in

B lanet g oituos Lk dived sl p..h,u' fe mills Lol

¢ that Sovelops in wor?

* bers Lo I ease Uir sise

- fitiers reqsing at five wiilion partic!

Jdegislative assistance, At present, there are apprenimately 15

ware uaiizble-from the company on the amcunt of menitanng «-
cquipinsal setually inusg, the seiection and precentagn of vigo b

wipy il sullicieot nembers of ashestos
pLinility 1o eaneer,

Leagistotion Ras nat yet feen very effective, The Qenapationa.
Health andd Safeiy et of 1970 only prsal with modifications
weakicnisyyg its cl----t And though o st lml of {ive Lhurs per cu-
bic certiarter i3 recomme.ded, 140 thresbiokd lieit for eirbourns
o3 per cuniz faad, an old stan-
dard incupahic of reducing diszase levels to expecied rates,

Cut Iohns-Manville can inake some inwroveinents vrithngt
fyy-
giznists in four iy gien-- fzbe respousizle for moniicring the
enviroam:nt of all of Lshns-Lanwdla‘s 21,800 worliers ond for
controltug dust ernbssions. Such a staif is appallingly inedoguate.
M, Edwreard Fenner, Director of Envivon n.:mw.! Centrotat Jubng-
fanville, know of no woirker edacation nn, '3ms vs sueh, thinvsh.
they are listed by AIASNA as a control. 8 cotings ave hold,
but thay may be as short as {iva tainutes ceahy weal, Hlo ssaciiics

[ By uns
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LoHTers Y, G the reaulerity of monitoring on cach job,

tf dovns-Manvitla, "uh an cxpressed fmuerast inweik ors health,
is unahle to sizte specificolly hove control procedures are earried
out, what protection is quarantced ihe gonerzl public for whiich
the compzany dots not yet {ee! responsihlz?

Unpratested domelition of buildings can releasz larcs ansounts
of asbustos dust, Uinconnolicd spraying of csbastos by insul.
workears on con-'tructif‘n sites is 3 poteniial dangsr 10 othur .n-
bers amd passcrspy. S.m.l citios may follow Fiaiwds!
exampla  and ban  the prozsss, altegaher. oo
years, bir, A'.,-"t Hutchiamn, internaticoe] o

25105 \Workers Union, K

fiee

LGS [$2o1}

tos nlxciitin 57. calrdunisce Y
and Lo dispersed by tha centrol alr eonditivderg S :x to afinucy
everyon: wWorkin g wit hi'l the mcaern hizherice -m:.'hr 3.

In fu(- sduring routing sulop:
sies lad e, S \uﬂ to il A Yoear 2308 " can ;.n, that
people woha five in sities hove 23hest0s in i lungs” Waliv ipes
scientisls currendy buiieve that lowslevel caposure 10 arbezios is
harrnless, the postibilivy that pertions of 1he peblic are higi-ly ex-
posed reead further research,

In several places in the facts folder, At Au-
no evidonas that anynne “in the genorad Lok Iie

2 of ions i the du

e

[ 3¢ R neys

states that
N ever codn

any dizease frons exposure to w2aiing or weaihering af Ora'e: un-
ings, {loor zi.- roafing, wall ar ceiling panuis, ar cimilar astnuins -

SOR ining itans, .
True, mo>t dSL"“fOs predusts intended ar c=-\n'4ral priE o Uz,
such as ti:2 clothing in the ::'! are coated sl iharefore oot cons-
dered harmiul, The fibers remain “locked in” as long as tha wra-
terial is not torn or np;:cd apart during uae, But the pradunts
containing tous: fibers which are also maiiewcl 1o the pullic are
rever miaationsd, And several cas2s of moesoilaolivan Fave renae-
perted in peaple vwiva have had only liniiea exocsers to ashastos
yaars bzlern, Ooe Yi-year old Loy hod heiged Kis fother cud g
terboard for a remcadeling job. Another s had spr .r,'m! a.barse
tos on Lailers in his horme, Otlinr timae, 2shisios vrorkers ee-ught
firers homse on their clothing. Inseaticidoes, fertitizers, aned tdoum
eozitniics beore all been huawn to contaio oo ashiontos Thers, It
has cvan Lcen reported that sosne Kindsiga ton chikleen waie al-
fonad 1o i astacton fitieg with svnter Gs a cloyr ca'astituta, o
Loy o] o0 4l s asts, 1Hae preraeanns i1 cont. i 1hose a.naesios
cust conki have Leon wzziaed 10 ase caution anad proper ventite -
tion, 1 Johuw Alanville wroehd admit possibl: Lacard to il peh
lic cnd sugn ot sdfety proceations, they woald nor have to fight
the p..ul'( :v tiors batths tiney wre ereating for theaatees,
—~ Avery 1
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