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. E. ÏÏ. Brewster

UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA  
Miami, Arizona, April 30, 19 29*

' Phoenix,

Subject; - ETHÏL GASOLINE  
MIAMI. ARIZONA ________

Below is some information that we think is important to follow to  
a conclusion: And is given to you for your information and thought.

■  We have a customer by the name of owns and oper­
ates the Hill Street Service Station here at Miami. He bought this stretch  
one year ago February 15th, 1929, prior to that time he had been a Churn  
Drill operator, and had never been connected with a service station. He  
has been very successful in this venture, he handles both our White Gasoline  
and our Ethyl, his sale of Ethyl being about on an average of 500 gallons  
per month which is about one seventh of his total Gasoline gallonage. Abou t  
six months ago he began to feel very badly, and complained of a dull headache  
and during the past sixty to ninety days began having some very bad spells  
at night, several hours after he had retired. These spells would be very  
severe, he would be completely out of his head, would take several m en at  
times to hold him down, they would have the doctor, and then t he next day  
Gilmore would not have any knowlecge of what had taken place during the  
night, but would be weak and have a dull headache.

He had the local doctors examine him, had blood tests, X-rays,  
urine tests, and also went through the Clinic at Phoenix. They all agr eed  
that they did not know what was wrong with the fellow. The spells continued  
and his friends finally pursuaded him to to Mayo Brothers, which he did  
about ten days ago. Today his wife came in very much elated, having re­
ceived a letter from Mr. p H B B P t e l l i n g  her that the doctors had located his  
trouble as being Lead deposited in the brain, and caused from handling Ethyl  
Gasoline at his service station. j
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I have written you fully, and think it would be well to check on  
Mayo Brothers and find out just what their findings ’were, no doubt this  
story will go the rounds, and it might be possible that Mr. has 1
misconstrued their meaning in some manner. I can picture our,1"  at some time,  
having Labor compensation trouble with just such a case as this if Mayo  
Brothers would fix the responsibility on Dealers handling Ethyl Gasoline,  
and our hired help might begin to have strange headaches, and wild spells at -
night. Possibly I take this too seriously* .••
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Thanking you for your kind consideration, we are

Yours veiy truly,

(Signed) C. W. Van Hook
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CLINIÇAL SE C T IO N
' " OF  . . .  ■ . -

D R . F . W.  G A A R D E
D R .C .K .M A Y T U M  '
d r . u .e . p r i c k m a n  May fourteenth,

Nineteen Twenty -nine.

A 689586

Doctor Robert A. Kehoe,
o/o The University of Cincinnati,
College of Medicine,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

My dear Doctor Kehoe:—

Doctor Rowntree has referred your letter of
recent date to my attention.

We felt that Mr. headache was
probably the result of chronic carbon monoxide pois oning in a rather 
highly susceptible individual. He was dismissed from the Clin ic on rhe 
twenty—fifth of last month with the suggestion that he rem ain away from 
work for a month or so. His only complaint was headache  of five months’ 
duration; it was almost constant and worse about three o’clock in the 
morning. During his stay in Rochester, however, his headache im proved 
somewhat. Our routine examination and laboratory studies were essent ially 
negative; a blood count;including differential was wit hin normal limits.
A complete neurologic examination was made and found to be  objectively 
negative and the neurolbgists also felt that carbon monoxide  seemed the 
most likely cause of his headaches.

| We considered the possibility of ethyl ,
gasoline being a factor! In the production of his c omplaint, but as Mr. ,

j t / a P  has only a small filling station and handles very little ethyl ’ j , d ~ ‘

gas, we oould not consider this seriously as a factor. I wo uld appreciate \ /  ,
having any literature you may have on the subject and if there a re any ‘ . 'A
specific questions you [would like to ask regarding M r c a s e ,  .

I would be glad to do ainything I can to be of assi stance to you.
■ ! ' ' - ' - ' ‘V
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Very -truly yours ,
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