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- they rely too heavily on mssumptions, e€.9. similar distribution of fibre
lengths in occupationa) and ambient air; similar respiratory volume; 3t
is clear that a simpl? extension of the principles of sampling within
factories to the general environment §s inappropyiate, both because of
the very much lower concentrations in ajr and water, and the need to
idnantify posjtively the ty1.2 of mincrs) ang size distvibution of fibres;

- they conpare an environmental quality standard for preventing nalignansy
with an occupatjional perméscible linit for preventing ashestosis;

- in sampling air (an2 water) in the ambicent envirunment the ratio of as-
bostos to other fibrous particles may be too Jow to permit neglecting

the non-ashiestos mincrals, 8s ds nornally done in the factory end the mine.

Nevertheless they both jndicate that ambient aiy exposure of the gencral

public, except in case of pava-occupational and neighhourhood exposufc, is an

ord:r of two or threc magnitudes smaller than in wel) controlled industry.
Jt s=onk possible that 2 factor of 1000 or more may be largc entugh to yeduce

v risv. of tumours to a negligible Jeve) comparel to other risks,

The conclusion given before that it is not possible to core to a quanti-
Stive essczsment of the risk of malignenties for the general public, is not

contradicted by the two approaches mentioned.

- 31 1972 the ndvisary Comnitlee on Ashcstos Cancers to the birector of the
Jnternations) Agency for Research on Cancer (JARC 1973) discussed the follow-
iny guastion: “ls there evidenco of en increesed risk of mesothelfal cancers
&t Jow levedls of exposure to astestosn, such as have been encountered by the
guiera) population in urban arcas?”  The ansesy wak: “"There §s evidence of
8: nusotistion of mesotheliel tumours with air pollution in the neighbourliuLed
of crocidolite mines and of factorjes using mixtures of sshestos fibre ty,=s. \\k\\
Tier evVidense relates to conditions many ycars ago. Therye is evidence of no
caeenn risk of merotheliomas from asbhestos 8fr pollution which has exlsted in
tie peighbourhood of chrysotile ané amosite wmincs. There are reported 83f-

feronses hetween vrhan and yuras) srecas, the cavsces of which have not been eg-

tal)ished,  There is no evidence of 8 yisk to the gencral public at present™.
Tivs data discussed in this report, not avejleble at the time of the.Lyon

Conforunce in 1972, have not brought conclusive evidence that the conclusson

of the Advisory Committee har to be changed, This report hss stressed that : .
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