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December 23, 1937

Dr. Herbert A. Eehce, -
College of i-fedicine, _
Cin n cirat i, Ohio.

Deajr Dr. Kehoei

Please accept my thanks for  year kind le t t e r  c f December 10 and also the container 
fo r  the specimen cf ur ine* Hie specimen m s collected yesterday and immediately 
m ailed,to you. I would thank you to le t  me have a report on i t  as soon as possibles 
Also many thanks for  the repr in ts.

The, delay in  securing the specimen was due to the fact  that th is man le ft  Char-' 
leaton  on a sim ilar  mission the day a ft e r  we held our conference* He has ju st  
returned* Because th is man continues to present a troublesome picture I am re­
viewing the case again«

From November 29, 1937, to December 4, 1937, he wa3 clean ing and corking a tank 
which: had contained: Essclene. He worked in  the tank from eigh t to nine hours a 
day but only with a; gas mask on two, occasions« Hie rest  of the time he had a 
handkerchief over h is nose* According to the instruments used the tank was free 
of gas before he went in * '.Vhen he arr ived in  Charleston on the afternoon of Dec­
ember; 4, h is symptoms were nervousness, gas on stomach, and d izzin ess. His phy­
sic ian  prescribed for  him, a mixture cf bismuth and paregoric* He called on me 
two days later  and the only symptoms which he then had were continued nervousness 
and ctonsidjerable fear . I put him under observation  without doing anything further 
about; i t .  You w ill remember th at we1 are dealing with a neurotic individual who 
has had these iden t ical symptoms for  the past  five years* Vfe decided to do noth­
ing u n t il a ft e r  the examination cf the urine or u n til he developed other symp­
toms «

On th is second recent t r ip  from the c it y h e  was again  clean ing a tank which had 
contained Essclene and he t e l ls me th at he was in  the tank less than one hour 
and during that en t ire period cf time he wore a gas mask* After h i3 return  to the 
cit y  he consulted me and stated th at he had lost  the dizzyness and nervousness. 
Yesterday he complained of pains in  the poster ior  muscles cf both lower extremi-' 
t ie s. He described the discomfort as being one of soren ess. I t  was not typ ical cf 
a sc ia t ica . Peeling th at , perhaps, th is condition  might be a vit imine deficiency 
the result , c f a long continued ga st r t is, I prescribed vit imine B. This morning he 
sent for;.me and I  v isited  him at; h is home. He was unable to work because he had 
a r est less n igh t and th is morning the pains halve increased and seem to be largely;; 
in  the calves of both legs. He also has some weakness and pain in  the muscles of 
the upper extrem it ies, i t  seems to me that; he is su ffer in g from soreness and weak­
ness in  the long muscles c f the extrem it ies. I  suggested that he go to the hos­
p it a l  fo r  US; to work h is case out and find oui? just  what the cause i s .  He said  he 
did not fe e l th at badly and would rath er  wait u n t il a ft e r  Christmas. I prescribed 
Asperin and Codein for  him* ,

You were very kind to out line to me the symptoms of eth^l lead pcisen ing but un­
for tun ately we did not d iscuss the treatment*

Kindly le t  me hear from you as soon as possib le regarding the examination of the
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urine. I f you find a su^icien t amount c f lead and think th is man is su ffer in g 
from lead pcisen ing and think i t  urgent enough please telephone me« Un it l I 
hear from you I w ill in st itu te  the treatment as outlined in  Dr, J£achle*s re-
orm t .
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