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Field Problem ~ Ocean County, New Jersey
ACTION REQUIRED: Review for information

Enclosed is & letter to the editor written by Hal Olson of Johns~Manville. The
letter corrects misrepresentations made in the Editor's Note in a January 31, 1881

Also enclosed are articles from the Mareh 28 and Meareh 31 issuses of the Ozcan
County Renorter.

If you have any ques'tions, please do not hesitaie to call.
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‘ditorial

-

Rebuttal

To The Editor:

In your Jan. 21 issue of The Ocean -

County Reporter, you printed & letter

from John Welch of the Asbstos--

Cement Pipe Producers Association in
which Mr. Welch defended the use of
A-C pipe and referenced a report of the

American Water Works Association

Research Foundation.

Your Editor’s Note criticized Mr.
Welch for using a 1974 report, and you
in tum stated. **In 1977, the National
Academy of Sciences concluded that
asbestos cement water pipe data
*strongly suggests that ingestion of as-
bestos mineral fibers can result in an

increased risk of cancer of several

. .

sites.

This statement is tota!ly false, and -

should be retracted so that your readers
are not more misinformed than they are
now. 1 rather suspect that you drew
your quotaticn from a paper presented
by EPA’s Jim Miliette at the Interna-
tional Symposium on Water Supply and
Health.” Mr. Millette took -a sentence
from the 1977 National Academy of
Science report out of context. The very
pext sentence would have totally re-
versed the meaning. I believe Mr. Mil-

lette should be severely criticized for - - .
* rent health hazard — heart attacks —

leaving a false impression as to whatthe
National Academy of Science report

said when he should know that he was .

distorting the meaning of the report.

Mr. Millette, however, did not stateas -
--,. ship, however, is dlamctncally oppo-

".site to what you state it is, i.c. where -
.- there is “*hard™ water there is a lesser

you have that the reference in the
N A.S. report had anythmg to do with
*‘asbestos water plpe dm -

Mr. Millette referenced the sentence
to airborme asbestos dust breathed by
industrial workers. This data was based

. onaperiod of time when there were far

different dust. conditions in industry

. than are in effect today. Mr. Millette’s

seference tried to tie industrial airbome
data to asbestos ingested with water,

" buthe wasnot so bold asto make a clear

definitive statement to this effect as you
have.]am sending you a copy of aleiter
1 recently wrote to Mr. Millette in
which I call Mr. Millette to task for
misleading. his audience by taking a
sentepce from the N.A.S. Report out of
context with the conclusions of the re-

..« POIL.

The ‘other incomrect reference Mr.
Millette made and which you again
quoted was, **, , .there is now some
direct human evidence of a relationship
between asbestos in drinking water and
increased cancer sisk.'* This, too, is e
totally erroneous conclusion, and was
neither the conclusion of the researcher

. nor the official position of the EPA.
" In your editorial in the January 31

issue of The Reporter, another incorrect

scare statement is made that will cause

more confusion and anguish by your
readers. 1 refer to the statement,
“*Water treatment to positively protect
the lining of asbestos pipe would so
.harden the water as to present a diffe-

mcu‘i‘cnce t’ﬁ‘ hean unnck.‘not.gremr

Where there is a soft aggressive water
(such as would attack any piping mate-
rial including asbestos cement) there is
a statistical greater incidence of heart
attack. The reason for this relationship
is unknown, but one commonly be-
lieved theory is that it is due to car-

diotoxic metals that are leached intothe -

water from mctallxc pipe (sce attachcd
.yeport).

There is one thmg in life that is. cer-
tain; and that is the fact there is abso-
-, lutely nothing in this world that is 100

f
IR N

e

percent “*safe."* th:hcr the wateryou . [,

drink comes from A-C pipe, iron pipe,

. plastic pipe ar copper pipe, there ispo . -
.+ ~100 percent guarantee that there is zéro

risk associated with its consumption.

" ‘Beerandscotch whiskey have alsobeen
. accused of containing cancer-causing

agents. We all have heard of the
hazards from cholesterol associated
with drinking milk. One solution to the
dilemma would be to rcfrain from-
drinking any liquid. We would then
possibly be safer from cancer and heant
attack until such time as we died from
thirst.

Reporters and editors ‘have a greal
responsibility to their reading public.
This trust is ill served when scare

" stories are spread that are not supported

by facts, nor a careful review of availa-

: blc hlcralure

also borne out by statistics.”” It is true ~°
there is a generally recognized statisti- --

-cal correlation between “*hardness’* in

water and heart attacks. The relations

’.

“ pem pens

v
Tt
T

s . i - H.L. Olsen

PR T Manager
Emnronmcmal & Engmccnng Depart-
ment

. _;r,, 5 * (Pipc Division) -
- Johns-Manv:l!c Sales Corp.

Deaver, Colo.
N Feb. 23, 1981
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ditorial

To The Editor:

in your Jan. 21 issve of The Ocean -

County Reporter, you printed 2 letter

from John Welch of the Asbstos--

Cement Pipe Producers Association in
which Mr. Welch defended the use of
A-C pipe and referenced a report of the
American Water Works Assocmuon
Research Foundation.

Your Editor’s Note criticized Mr.
Welch for using a 1974 repont, and you
in tum stzted, **In 1977, the National
Academy of Sciences com':luded that
asbestos cement water pzpe data

*suongly suggests that ingestion of as-
bestos mineral fibers can result in an

increased risk of cancer of several

sites.* ™

This statement is totally false, and -

should be retracted so that your readers
are not more misinformed than they are

mow, [ rather suspect that you drew
"your quotation from a paper presented

by EPA’s Jim Millens at the Interna-
tional Symposium on Water Supply and

‘Health.” Mr, Millstte took -a sentence

from the 1977 National Academy of
Scicnce report out of context. The very
next sentence would have totally re-
versed the meaning. I believe Mr. Mil-

National Academy of Science report
said when he should know that he was
distorting the meaning of the report.

* 15 S4Mr ‘Millette referenced the sentence

to airhomne asbestos dust breathed by
industrial workers. This data was based
. onaperiod of time when there were far

dxffmux dust. conditions in industry

“than are in effect today. Mr. Miliette's
. reference tried to tie industrial airborne

data to asbestos inpested with water, -

but he was not so bold asto make a clear
definitive statement to this effect as you
have. I am sending you a copy of aletter
I recently wrote to Mr. Millette in
which I call Mr. Millette to task for
misleading. his audience by taking a
sentence from the N.A.S. Report out of

3.

wmext with thc conclusxons ofthere- - -

The othcr incorrect reference M.r
Millette made and which you again
guoxed was, **, . .there is now some

irect human evidence of a relationship
between asbestos in drinking water and
increased cancer risk.” This, too, is a

" totally erroneous conclusion, and was

. neither the conclusion of the researcher
* mor the official position of the EPA.

lette should be severely crificized fos - - -
feaving a false impression asto whatthe -

Mr. Millette, however, did notstatc 35~

vou have that the reference in the
N.A.S. report had anything to dp with
“'asbestos water pipe data,”. - .-

- v—pn

..~ thereis*

In your editorial in the January 31

. issue of The Reporter, anotherincorrect
~gcare statement js made that will cause
" more confusion and anguish by 'your
seaders. 1 refer to the statement,
*‘Water treatment to positively protect
the lining of asbestos pipz would so

harden the water 8s to present a diffe- -
* rent health hazard — heart attacks — -

also borne out by statistics.** It is true

there is & generally recognized statisti- -

-cal correlation between **hardness™ in
water and heart attacks, The rclauom

ship, however, is diametricall ‘- _' » "'_
4 Y oo - I

site to what you state it is, i.c.
hard“ water there is a lesser ..

.« .

eV

mmdcnce of bem nuack not gremr .

Where there is a soft aggressxvc water
(such as would attack any piping mate-
rial including asbestos cement) there is
& statistical greater incidence of heart
attack. The reason for this relationship
is unknown, but one commonly be-
lieved theory is that it is due to car-
diotoxic metals that are Jeached into the

" water from metallic pipe (sce machzd

L3 shint. -

" stories are Spres that are not su

T . +

.seport). -

'I'berc;sonexlungm hfethatlsm-
tain; and that is the fact there is abso-
. Intely nothing in this world that is 100

Rape

percent *“safe.”” Whether the water you .

-drink comes from A-C pipe, iron pipe, .-<H
ispo

plastic pipe or copper pipe, there i
100 percent guarantee that there is ze70
risk associated with its consumption.

Beerand scotch whiskey have alsobeen
accused of containing cancer-causing

agents. We nll have heard of the

hazards from cholesterol associated
with drinking milk. One solution to the

‘dilemma would be to rcfrain from-

dnnkmg any liquid. We would then
possibly be safer from cancer and heart
attack unnl such time as we dwd from
Dl Vi i
Repor
responsibility 1o their reading public.
This trust_is ill served when scare

by facts, ror a careful revxcw of a

T ble lucmture. S o
’ “H.L. Olsen .
Manager

Enwmmncutal & Engmcenng Depan-

-
.‘.
S 2

(Pz
Johns—Manvz!le SaJcs Cosp.

Denver, Colo. i :

. Feb. 23, 1981
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By GENE GATENS

e hnow that healih agencies have set
o & .\-n! uds on the safe mw_wl ion of ashee-
iclis in drickine water.
Y enhn thot lhc federal Eaviron-
oo nt- elien Ageiscy and e As-
| IRNITN l et - lecers Awoviatios pin-

104 3at eabends securtent pipy is sufe for
AN

et baow tisatf e 1 dck Township
e Lux \:.l horit ¥ (BT\",A'

s d sroup

EATR l’ o Ris r..hmlcd'v-

m"' ian n. .nb sstos {ihers has
ﬂcln\?“"

Yiaw ".-\\\

ine

hattle

ment pipe,”” he said. “It's
a one-shot deal. Replace
the 10 percent with ductol
iron pipe or pve pipe and
it’s done with. You have a
100 percent  asbestos
pipe-frec system.”
Yanchosky says replac-

ing the pipe now *‘would
e better than paying taxes
for the next twenty years (0
matutain & system that we
don’t evea feel sufe about.
And in wwenty years, if

thay'n: fozeed to tearup the

pipe.lwe're going to be
faced with more costs,
We're alicady paying what
arc probably the highest
sewnse and water rates

arour:d.””

Yaachesky asks: “*Don‘t
you think it would be more
sensivle 1o replace the 10
p«..rce')l ol pipe now than to
\v\Ol\ulﬂ’ what's coing to

.uvup twenty years from
now? l

1! realize that lhcy
(h.a th officials) say that
ingeution of isbestos is not
has sl but five years age
they «id ihat asbestas was
oot larmeiul when inhaled
ciizer. Now there ace all
kids of restoctions on sir-
toine asbiestens,™

“With coxts o do this
nje
[ .ru (l.
[ 1Y) lt.ln..\..’ ‘h > ".P-
cltonky suxs.

:\«.curdx-m o Yan-
chiosky, dhout 370 resi-

eins huve af wady signed a
petition stating that they
will ot aceept any amount
of ashestos in the drinking
wuler,

The group plans to pre-
scet the peiition to the

. new i the tune
> Yin-

of working rising

.

"o

*legeuble

tesd

MUA at its meeting tonight
at § p.m. in the authority
building on Route §8.
The group hopes toenlist
the aid of Carl Cahil:. the
man largely responsible for
huving the use of asbestos

cement pipe banned in .

Connecticui. According to
Yanchesky, Cahill has
cuwpiled reams of infor-
nition on the issuc, and for
S30U0 fe will <pend one
week shanng his informa-
tion with inierested ErOUpS.

Yunchiosky says the
price of this venturs is a
drawback, be n he says the
MUA, fror the bepiniing,
has reqguested the aid of

ersons who are know-
of the issug, and
that they should be the onas
that pay for Cikill's ap-
pearasce

Y *hchusky says the
group plans to file a formal
complzint with the siate
Departinent of Environ-
menial Protection to that
effect thut it objects to the
use of the pipe.

In aJdition fo its opposi-
tion to the pipe, the group
questions tiie validity of
MUA-canumissioned tests
for avbestus conient. .

The authority reposted
vathier this smoath that tests
pcrl'uxui—:d at Fraghlin Re-
saargh Certer ia Padledol-
phide shon S 7004550 il
¢is greder than S microns
in Length por bter of water
tahen trome o home wt 8
Angy Comit, Sutton Vil-
fage, and said additionl
testiing fur asbestos contant
would begin immcdiately,

Last week, however, the
authaity ssid the 700,000
fiber court wus erronseus.
The aswal count, it suid.
was TN filers o liter.

MUA executine director
Andrew. Ciesla antributed
the crror to a misinterpre-

tation of the rosults, He
St e nsistosk L7 tines ten

¢ o et S ap—————

to the sixth power for .07
times ten to the sixth
power, a difference of onc
decimal point.

The manager of the
chemistry labs at the testing
center verified that an error
such as this is common.

But Mrs. Frank Martin,
who resides at 8 Amy
Court, claims that new
testing for ashestos has
never been perfurmed.

‘*A man canie to my
house the Friday after the
reselts were released and
said he was going to1wst the
water,”” Mrs. Martin re-
calls. **1 asked him what
the tests were for, aad he
said they were for hard-
ness, apgressivisy and al-
Yalinity. He suaid the su-
thority would test the water
end that the results would
be available that (Friday
afteraoun. Lusked him if iz
was going to tost for as-
testos and he said *No,
we're not scheduled for spy
tests on ashestos.*

Mrs. Martin says that
when she called the au-
therity the fellowing Mon-
Cay, she was told thui there
wias pothing wrong with
hier weaier.

Cresla maintains that
teowater sampies taken on
that day weie fur funier
sdstos posting. and 5t
the water i =t
thic Leonicnt.

He suid he does nat
hnow why the maea who
touk tie waler s.un,,n »>suid
what ke didd, or if in fact he
did azy it

Yanchosky inviies in-
tetesie d perrons 1o attend
the neat proup meeting
the S-.mon .Habe
Clubhouse off Sally Ike
](o s, Bricktown on Wed-

nesday, April 8 wt 8 pom.

The MUA micets to-
night, ¥ dntw.x). March

25, 20 830§ tos the euthority
Luilding on Rowie 8%,

st
LS QL
&
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