Januafy 13, 1939

M», Hugh Fossett

Ethyl uTPOPt Corporation
Thames House, M111bank
London, S, ¥. 1

England

 Desr Mp, Fossett:-

I enclose herswith a
confirmatory cony of my cable of January 11, 1939.
A word of explanation is in order,

On resding your letter of
Decerber 30th, I came to the conclusion that in view
of the urgency of the question rgised, we could well
afford to take the position that the flexible hose
could be tried out., If iV works asatlsfactorily, all
will be well, If 1t does not work satigfactorily, C
then we should bs able to satisfy the American Petroleum
people that this is the case and make such modification
of the equipment-as is nécessary o elimlnzate thilas
difficulty. As you are fully aware, I do not like to
have a variety of modifications of our equipment in
all parts of the world since 1t becomes practically
imoossible to kesp track of them and %o insure our-
selves agalngt difficulties, On the other hand
when we are dealing with a situation thalb causes
mechanieal difficulty and when customers suggest
methods which in the minds of our engineers are satis-
factory, we should be willing to ex&mine these on thelr
merits rather than on the basis of “our - preconception,
When this can be done without.introducing confusion into
our safety program, I think we should be willing to do

In this country, I have tried to kesp exceptional

,mea&ures sharply limited by making 1%-a requirement that
my consent must De obtained Before a departure from standard
mathods is emplayed_ I think we might well meke use of the
same general procedure with respect to your vroblems for
in this way you will be able to use me as reagon for the
aVQ4dance of irregularities, unless situations arise which
wonld seem to make exceptions advisable, -

There nre two problems in
connection with the use of flexible hose of the type
suggested which I think merit a careful study. The one,
obviougly, is the durability of the flexible hose in
this service, f such hose req1ires frequent renlccement
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a somewhat greater frequency of repalr will be
required than would seem advisable, The other refors
“to the extent to whioh lead compounds will accumulate
1ngthe m&t&ri&l of mhica the haae is fabriaateﬁ

, I reallze tﬁat thig will. he
& little trouble to you foliv I 1 ‘

concession, theae veaﬁle m
plying us with the naaessarg m&$Mﬁ
conmes., O

» ‘ @ble to sup
3 *ha time

: If thig thing works out
properly, 1 gee no reason why we might not apres %o
the use of such flexible connection ae"manently, where
they are neceszary and vhere they are advantageous,

Bincerely yours,

4K 148 : . Hobert K. Kencs, H.D.
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