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Mr, G. G. Schuknecht 5
Johns-Manville Products Corporation
Lompec, California 93436 ‘

Dear Jerry:

Subject: Standard Industrial Minerals' White Eagle Talc

With reference to our teizphone diacussibn‘of May 30 on the above subject, I have
some notes that I discusaed ina fragrmentary way with Perry Martinson while he
wase here. Perry suggeeted that ] communicate any notes I have to you with a -

copy to bim.  This léttér is to b:i'ng you up to date.

Ag I told you over the telephone, Standard Industrial Minerals has been mining
and stockpiling White Eagle Talc a¢ Zirich, Galifornia, for our account in 1,000-
ton'lots, We are just now starting on the second thousand tons which we pay for
as shipment is made to us in Los Angelen at $34.50 per ton f. o.b. Zurich, =

We have all been concerned here with the problem of tremolite in taic and we are
getting increasing calls for tremolite-free talc, Hccordingly, I contacted Don
 Brandt at Standard’s Reno office about two weeks ago and suggested that he give
some thought to further quantities,for us, I also had another purpose in having.
2 discusaion with him: to call his attention to impurities occurring in the tale ,
other than tremolite, We have used White Fagle Talc in'the past and are still
using it for our No. 140 series. cosmetic talce a8 well as for DESERTALC® USSP,
Dick Lamar has been telling us that White Eagle Talc carries irnpurities that
downgrade it as to cdlor and grit, Accordingly, Dick sampted very thoroughly
two recent shipments of White Eagle crude tal¢ and mads some identifications and
recommendations in two reports dated May S5'and May 16, 1972. Iam enclosing =
copies of these reports; Oddly enough,’ we have been able to pass USP tests. becaus:
the tale is very low in acid solubles although it is not a pure steatits tale 28 such.

't any rate, it is:the only souzce of tale we have that is tremgclite-free, Accord«
ingly, in order to do » {iitle planning for the future I asked Don Brandt to 'come
down and see me wh2n convenisnt 8o that I could show him theisample ‘Dick =« o
referred to and discuss purity of product with him as well as fo rnake some plans
for future quantities. . iy T s PR Vi
Don came down on Moy, 24 and brought with him Mike Evasovic, who is:-in-charge’ -
of their mine operations. They were impressed with the reports and promised to.

CRMC-HT-TALC-000257




M. G, G ‘»1 sknechs, m&mmmanvrii Products C:nnmiim}.i June 2, 1972
improve thelr soriing so that on future stockpiles they could eliminute
- questiconable products.. Iasked them wh:ai' quantity they might require to pive ug
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“exclugive rights to the oszpm of the mi ‘*a'ﬂ they 4id not want to commit theme.
selves for the reason thet they told me 2‘. v had discussed the matior with other
people besides ue, However, he 4id indicaie ¢hat thoy would give se riou;&: con~

sidaration to gmt@ctwg ug on dn annual contract for. a >, minimanm of 100 to
month and a rhaximum of 300 tons per month. Beyond that they want to be fx'aez te
57 sell Msewneere: if we c&md noi take more than the maximuin, )

AL .&!r p”eﬂam fsvmé the mine in close cﬁovm and will not be reopensd until they
- get‘fxwﬂwx‘ ovders, Tnmf state that h 2y will have fo spend about $40, 000 to im-
prove the mine and to provida for 2 second way out, For this reason they have

to be assured of enough tormag}e m justify th & expenditura,

Standard indursﬁ:ria‘t Minerals has the White Pagle mine under iaa & for the tife of

‘the mine from ite owners, United Sierra Division of Cypros Mings, Sierra only
gets a small royalty for the tale and hae tried hard to break the Ieas:-z but has losi
out in conrt battles in their effortd to secnre cancellation of the le rd

a5 put a tentative price on the leace to us, if it is transferable, o vg millien,
wh:,c‘z seems to me to be very high., However, thay ‘mnn, h@?rd of the tremolits
restrictions and E«wl in 8 pretly &trong poazémn. , ‘ .

Ton confirmed that N;Lsrgamyer of Caicxte Corpomtxon has no interest m NOY COTiw.
tract with them covering the White Fagle Tale, He tells me that Niggemyer has
just recently traded his stock in the Calecite Corporation for stock of Diversified
Earth Scignces, He will continue to manage Calcite'Corporation, accordinglto th
. story we hear, for a pemoé of thyse 'g'eazrs, When he bought the mill at Laws. from
Standard, ke did not buy 2ny of the mines. According to Don, he does have an optio:
to purchase clay and pyrophyrllite from their other mines, Niggemyer may be trying
_to hern in on the tale deal if he can smell a sale, ’

Imssume tha*‘lydi.z are faniil iar wze.h the location of tn@ White Fagle mine, I“ nod;
you can find it by *akmg the Saline ‘Valley Road out of Big Pine, passing up the

first mnction and remaining o the. ‘right inte Saling Velley, a total of 59 miles
from Big Pine, The road is a dirt road, Bamﬁhmee maintained by the County, but
. 'is passable to mc&i equipment. mea is @ preotty long letter, Jerry, but Perry
thought that it would be interesting t» yon hecauss you will be fmaf’tmmng in an
oparating way 86 far as thig iz oncarved We bave znjoyed our meetings with.-
Peryy this week and hope that our affiliation will be of great mutual benefy, Wa
shall aloo be happy to work with ,70.3. in any way we can, .

. © Yours very truly,

: - . DESERT MINERALS, Inc.’
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