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October 21, 1966

Robert A. Kehoe, M.D.
Kettering Laboratories
College of Medicine
Fden Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45219

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

In a vhone conversation with Miss Peaslee of your office, I learned that
you will be out of town until next Mondey, end in consecuence jsromised to
write you sbout my problem in hopes that you might give it some considersztion.

I zm & consulting chemist snd for = number of yeers onersted the Columbus
Laborestories in Chicego desling with foods, drugs =znd cosmetics, end in pert
toxicologicel »roblems connected therewith., Currently I &m semi-retired but
becruse of my psst experience in the field have been reteined by = group of
lead sulfur hair dye mznufecturers to zdvise them in connection with & submis-
sion to the FDA concerning the sazfety of these items,

Lfter zbout two years leborstory end clinicel vork done by extremely
competent persons, we submitted to the ¥DA in September 1965 the following
deta:

1. 4 carefully controlled study of the effects
on rebbits which have been trected with mss~
sive doses of one of the widely sold lesd sul-
fur hzir dyes which shows nothing eslarming.
Herein the rsbbits heve been exrosed to meny
times the amount of product thet humans use in
normel hair cploring.

2. A compiletion of urine lesd dats from one hun-
dred snd five personsg who have regulerly used
the commercizl products currently under considers—

3. A literzture survey which shows the opinions of
experts regerding the relatively low ubsorption
of lesd through the unbroken skin, the levels
of blood and urine lesd under various conditions,
normel snd pethologicel, and other pertinent in-
formation.

At this time I won't burden you with detsils on the rebbit studies except-
ing to s&y, =s expected there wes lead uptike in soft tissues znd bones, this
beczuse the excessively high dossges czused chenges in the normsl skin berrier.
The humen leed data showed urine levels to be within the normel limits expres-
sed by yourself.
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October 31, 1546

We have just rece=ived a reply from Mr. Freemen of the Color Division of
FCA zdvising us that the data submitted shows that the products under con-
siderstion sre unsafe. This despite the fzct that the human dste is negetive
ané the rebbit upteke is explainsbly high.

I am fully awere of the literature on this subject end in psrticuler
your very vslusble contributions thereto and have & copy of the Symposium on
Environmentel Lead Contaminetion, December 13-15, 1965. Mr. Freeman refers
to this compiletion of proceedings as condemning our cause, while my inter-
pretetion is exactly to the contrasry. He is asking for an enormous esmount
of work, the cost of which is completely out of keeping with the dollzr vol-
uae of business done by this industry.

It is my sincere belief that if you could give this problem some study,
you could sdvise me on an zpproach that might change the attitude of the FDA
officials end nske it favorable to contirmance of thig industry.

becordingly, I shell hope thet when I call you the first of next week
it will be possible for you to sgree to let me visit you in Cincinnati 4o
digcuegs detsils surrounding the above, with the hope that you mey find it
cossible to zuide us towards a prevailing position.
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