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0n or about iLgcemter 12, 1334 the Yellon Irnsiituta {

of Industrial Research adcéressed -et ers ta some 35 induairion
Ravirg indwo trial dilzeasae problensg invitdrz them to atilend a
aoeting o ba neld urder the ansypilces of the Inmztiitnte on the
15th day of Jarnary. Ong of these Iinvitations was recalved by
the 4sbe3tos Institute and, alithcugh the Asbestos Inatitute did
not acecapt and was not o0fZizially represented, Johns—idonvills
Cornoration requested and obtained permissiocon to 3zerd a renre-
sentative. The invitations expresaly stuated tkat "2itscdance
~at this =eeting need enitsil no obligation?r.

Johng—anville was represented at tho zeetirg b7 7
the writar of this memorandum, Approxi-atealy 250 ceople vore -
present repescnting over 50 inirstries whizh nad asccepted the
invitation of the Yellon Inatitate. <he Yellon Instdtate was
greatly surprizad at the remarkable Tesponse 2nd Lt 18 =7
opinion that ore cannot fird a batter izdication cf the seriocus
natars of the problems it was the rurpose of tha zcotdrg to
digcus3.

I was able to asceztaln that the JYellon Inatditats
had beon promoted to call the zzetircy Dy reprosentatives of
tke sard and glass and the Tofractcriss fxdustclea. Fepresco—
tatives of thess industries conferrsd xith Ar, =, 3. Teldleln,
Directer of the Tnatitnts, and after advialzg oix of tha cature
of their problem, of its wido-spread characier and msrous
monncing aspects, sugzestcd the need of scme form of conecerted
action on the part of those irdustriocs presently or potentially
invcl7ved. T understand that ir, ?, T. Sherrood, Vice-Precidect
of Crens-I1linois Glaas Company and dr. Rogeor Zitchins, rresi-
Zent of the Amricmn SefTactories Ipgilituts vare tie persons
Yho pregentad the sitoation to the Yellon Institute. X, '
Zaldlein, on dchall of the Institute, agreed %O ccoperata o f
tho extent of cnlling the mestfrg and havizy ke rcpmsenta:i'rea
syend a dxy in Pittsburgh a3 tho guests of the Instituls. Thers
#2339 =oog nroliminary discuasszion as to the pogsidillty of usiny
tho Yellcn Instdtuto as a clearixy bouze fcr ioformatiosn azd
Tessarch upon aspects of ths problem common to all faduatries
but dofinito cccmtitmonts vars postponed until after tne holdix
of the =uegetirg.

An L:nprc:sivc list of axperts sceciallzing uren
varicua aspects of the dust troblem atierded the zeetlzg snd
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dalivered addrnsses. aong these 7vere Ur. 4. C.o Hi-th, a

lawyer asmociatad vith 74llliang, Zversoan and Yorgan, Tolado,
Calo, attorneys raor Uwmns-Illinols Giaszs Companmy; Zr. iugene P.
Pendergrass of the X-ray Laboratory, University Bospital, Zhtla-
delphia; Cr., A. J. Lanza, Assistant dedical Director of the
Jetropolitan Life Insursnce Company; Dr. R. A. Sayers, Hedical
0fftcer in Charge of U. S. Public Fealth Service; Professor
Philip A. Drinker of the School of Public Zealth, Earvard Cni-
versity; Ur. F. Robertson Jones, General Yanager, Associstion:
of Camuslty and Surety Lzscutives; and e, DConald E, Cucmingas,
Assistant Director, Saranec Laboratory for Study of Tuberculosis.

- The addresses delivered by thess speciszliats, together
w',h the open diszcassion tkat followed them, revealed, amorg other
thirzs, the Tery zeracins character of the problem, Lt cemplex
zature, the vncertainties attanding =ost of 1its aspects and tha
necessity of some fora of unlited action by the alflicted lrndustries,

It waz reccgnlizaed that scmg aapects of the prodblen
FaTD peculiar to special industries but 1t =zs equally evident
that othor aapects Teore common to all, For exzapls, only t-o
forms of dust, panely, freo silice and asbeatoz, ars definitely
nmown to produce dizablint {ibrosiz of the lung. Sven in thoe
cass of thuosza dunpts the prehlezs remlting therefron are quitna
dirfesrent sincs tho £ibrogils resulfiny froz sillca Is of a auch
aore gserlious character than that resultizz f(Tom asbestoa 1a that
the forner prodispodes to tubercunlosis ard is mmeh =gre likely o
have a ratal ter—irnation. On tho othar kand (and this f1lastrataes
one of thko oot serdiouns aspceta of tho proble=m that s coommon to
211 dust producing industrios) tho fact that po other cdust 1is
imowix to prodomea dizahility koa pot preventsed entirvly groundless
clains sggregaticy aillions and even btardreds of aillions of
dollara beirg brought against lcdustsies which have mo =ilica or
2s3hestos dost hazard. For exacople, Dr. Lanza polnted out thx:
o onnm had ever =naintained that gypoum dust »as hormrful arnd jyot,
nevertholess, the gypsum indusgtyy had sults sordizng egairast it
covering clains in excess o four willion dollarsa

It aproared that aoony tho problems cocomen o all
indnstrias woro thoe following:

(1) Tae znenace of anbmlance chasing lowyers in
combinantion »ith unascrupulcas deoctors. Tha
uncertainties surroundling dlagrosis of any
of the Taricus forms of pacumorsconiosis ars
20 rcany that a Question of fact is presented
i1n evory case. Expert teatioony can be nro—
duced by both plainiif and defecdant 2zd 1%
13 for tho jury to docido rhogo experis are
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correct in theilr ianterpretations. In =zaxing
tals decialon, the jury i3 not iika=iy to favor
the opinion of the experts nrocduced %y tke
eaplayer. :

(2) The desirnbility of maldrg vasious cust
diseases compcasabls under properly dramn
woTkwents ccapensation laws., One of the
spealkers stated that %the stropgest bulwark
against fotare disaster for ladustry 13 the
enactnent of properly drawn occupationnl
dil3ecase legialation®. Such legislation would
(a) elinipate the jury acd empower a “tedical
2card to pass upon the existerce of the
disease and the extent orf the disebilicy;

() eli=fratoe the shyster lawyer and tae

quack doctor sircce fees would be stricily
1imited b7 the lawy and (¢) pernit the ccrrecti-
ing of i{nitial mistaxes in the aakirg of
azarda by providicsz for bearings to reduca

or elininate awards 1f proof could be adduced
‘ that the claimant w82 not disabled or trhat

the extent of his diaability had been over—
eatinatsed.

(3) Problems aof wentilntion, cust collecting arcd
alizmination, apd respiratcry devicoes.

(4) Tho astablishirr of standaxds (3) for dust
countinz aod particla size determiraticn,
(b} for the talcinz of X-rays ror diagnostic
uze, and (e¢) for the Ilatarpretation of the
carxizza on ths filx3 30 procduced.

At the cloae of tke discusasicn a dr, Xuri=z, Vicg-
President of d=orizan Islractories Corporaticn, aade a =otion
that ¥r. Ti1ilam P. Tact, Chasiz=an of the zmeetizg appeint a
noairating cormitiece who would ncoizate a group of {iviiuals
to sorve az a caxmdttee o the formmlatico ol ways and =sans
to brirn about offective cooperation of some choracter between
the variousa {=dustrios for zeetiny and combtatizz those thasges
of the cdnsat problem comon to 2ll. 7This =—oticn wu3 car-ixd
and a Aomdnati=g Cemaltioo appolintad which retised zzd upon
retorning prazsanted to tho =meatlry the romag of seven indi7viduala
to act as such Comitton. Yo other ramas haviry been plzcod
in nomirpetdion, the following were eloctad to act as thw Committee
and ropart back to the various industsies and grcups regresgected
at tko moeotinz or to whom tha invitation 2ad deen orizicaily
axtonded:
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Tapdiver 3rosn represectirg Asbestos, Corz and lon-ifetallic

T™r. 3. Ce 2akla*wallz rerxresectiog Chcdi.al ih=asives, Alo79
apz “-}a TTou3 2etals

"Ze Q. Jones :en*a:anting Foundries

Ae 7. Shersood "eprusenting Glass Send, Gzound ;a“d and Glass
: lanufactnrn

A. J. Qentholts represanting Irom, Stesl ard Qroa

Ae Jo Be Cuxtis representing Lima, Lizeatone, Cezent and
Gypsum

Roger A. Zitchina revresenting Refracicries,farcaics a2ad  CIz

T axplained to the othar —ssbers of ithe Cozaliice
ttat I nad been 3ent to the =aasbing so0lsly as an obaerver and
cad po authoriiy rom Johns~fanville Corporation to accep%
nenbarahin on the Committos apd cartainly none Iroem ths Asbestcs
Industry a3 a 7bole. I ¥%a3 urged, however, to zcat Tith the
Cosmmittee.ard agraosd Vo do so on the conditlon that I =lght
rithdraw {f£ approval of wny serving in that capacity showld not
bha fortheominogz. I polnted ocut that members of the Asbestos |
Irndnstxy did not care to ba assoclated In the alrxds af the publlc
or of eaployecg with thess indunstrics whose problem was silicosis
and that for thias reascen I folt there night be scmo oprosition to
havingz- a roprosentative of tho Asbosatns Incdustxry sarkixy <lth
them, I did.icd{cate, however, that T redli-esd mmoroug aspects
of cur problam! wvare the sorme and that 17 cooperation could be
morked ocut withcut an uxue amount of publicity, Jehro-donyills
Cornoration and perhand tho Asbesioaz Izodustrsy ha a vhols, would
In all 11*elshcod 50 viliing o cooporate. It waag the opinicn
of thae Committea that this cerdiidon wsould not present any
insuperable difZicnlty.

Hr. Joger Elichins, ?rosident of Acerican Rafracts
fea Instituta, was =ado Chatrnan of the Ccrmitiee which held a
noeticg Tuesdey evenirg aftor the cleoze of the Syzposica. M-,
Eltching vas designated to mgoet vith Udr. Teildlein of thue ¥ellon
Iostitute acd agcx nia to oako a proposal In dofiniite anxd concr=te
form a3 t9 ke mapner {n which thn Hellzom Inatiinto =icht be
able to agsziszt the varicus industziecs for o fro of 225,0CQ.
Thmen thi{3 cropossol has besn recsived wnd aparoved by tZe nembers
of tha Committoo, it ¥11l b9 submiited to ~bo 7various f{xiwgtries
with tha reccamendation that. it be acceptod apd that the varisug
irdustsies or individunl corparations agree to starcd geoed Jor a
propcrtionate zzmcunt of the fece not in excess of s devinpite
spegified sun.




-

-D—

T zathered that the srovaesal which woull ze zade

57. the Yellon Instituta would include, azong otters, the fzllow—

(H«r:

and the entbonsiasm which greated the proposal for cnlfled elffort

“(a)

()

()

(d)

(o)

The compilirg of a coxprehensive bibliczraphy
of all books, treatises and publications deal-
ing ¥ith ary aspect of the dust problen; ard
the evaluation therecof.

The complling, digestizz and corcselating of
datn and information from varicus subscxidbirg
industriss relatlive to taeir particnlar experi-
encos.

The draftizz of -apnroved work=en!s compenscation
legiziation covering preumonoconiogis.

The digosting of tho laws of the varicux states
which night affect the operatlona of indeustries
presenting a dnst herard,

The cutlining of problams requiring rogearch
or the establistmant of fixed standards and
the provention of dupllicatlorn of effort ond
expenss alopg thesa linas,

The intorest wmith which the discussions vere folliowved

lead ne to belileve that tho nocesgzary suprort #ill be found
for scme sort of program elorg the ahgova llnes.

TAUTITER 3RCTH
Jamary 13, 1935



