Hay 29, 1939

Dr. Louls 8, Goodman
Laboratory of Fharmaocology and
Toxleology
Yale University - School of Hedioine
333 Cedar 3treet

ew Haven, Connegtiout

Dgar Doctor%Goodman:-

| I hasten to reply to your
lettsr of May 23rd and B ausure you that I am only

too ?¥ t0 have you make use of sny of the material
whioch I have published, provided you can obtain the

conoént of ths editors of any of the jomrneis in which

ny articles may havs appenred, I have no doubt that

gush conaent will be pgiven promptly., I think it might

be well, howvever, if & were to oall attention to thae

Paoct that with the use of more preclse methods of analysis
than were available up to 1933, and with the improverent of
the methods of study of human beings so as $0 avoid the
otcms8ional contamination of samples of blood and exoreta,
the Tigures for the lsad content of the blood, tissuses,

and exereta of normal individuals have bsen changed some.-
what, Thease figures can now be given with what is sub-
gtantially absolute accuracy, and some of them are

lower than those which we have previously obtained,

Por exarple, one of the tables which you have in ming,
namely Table 10, on Page 316 of a series of articles

in the Jourmal of Indusirlial Hyglene - Volume 15,1933,

g ives the lead concentration in the urine of a group of
wedlosl students as 0,078 milligrams per liter, At present
we know that ibls flgure éﬁ wrong and thatlt should be
erproximately 0,037 or 0,04, The reason for this dige
crepanoy 1s that in the earller colleetion of samples of
this type, we were not aware of the neceseslty of certaln
precoautionsg againat ocontamination, Accordinsly several

of the samples were contaminated and the mean figure was
thus sonewhat higher than 1% should be, This sane coriticism
a2pplles to the serles of rosults in this table beginning with
the medical students and extending down to the tetraethyl
lezd workers - laboratory., These groups ofindividuals had
been studled from time to tlme over a perled of years, and
although we had used as great cere ms we knew how, we
nevertheless had a number of contaminated samples and
therefore obtained higher results than we are obtaining

on oorresponding groups of men at the present time, The

079vT N



errors here were not very great and from & physloleglcsl
point of view, they are not very slgnifleont ond they do
not in any wisge change the conslusions arrived at from
these 4ata, Hevertheless they are not ns precise as the
figures wvhich are now available, and 4 you were interested
in hasving data in general correspondenceé %o these, I could
previde them for you with very little difficulty., In
eddition I could provide you with a series of results on
the lead ocontont of the bhlood whiech have a very high depree
of accuracy asnd which would enable yov to study the limits
cf the rormel findingas and the general magnitude of the
results cb¥ained in leadw-sick people,

! I mske mention of these
matters not because I am not willing to have you use the
material which l1s in the artiocles you mentioned, but razther
beczuse a great deal of water has gone under the dam since
that tize, and 1t would be possible to provide ycou with
certzin additional facts which are of imnortance, The
figurea whieh I have centlonsd are muah more gccuraty
than those which have previously c¢ome out of our lahoratory,
Az a matter of faoc%, I have been so busy with o hesvy and
intercating experlumental program that I have negleated o
publish gvallable information from thisg lahoratory Auring
the past Iwo or thrae years, However I am entirely willing
to supply =additional lnformntion to you, and 1if you ocan
suggest & means of ny doing so, I should bs hapuy to give
you avery assistonca,

Sineerely yours,

PiXids | Fobert A, Kehoe, 1. D.
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