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Bloomingt on, Illinois
By 21, 1938

Mr. C.}M. House:

Re: your letter 5/16/38 quoting Mr. Voorhee's letter of May 14
adviging that financial conditions prevent purchasing respirators at this t ime,

I have just finished re-checking our requirments with present
forces according to the $linois ict and also according to the instructions
in B & 0 Joint Circular Ch. of 1L P. &B. #SB152, According to these instructions
we should have the respirators listed on the attached sheets,

I note Ir. Voorhees says "However, if there are any situations where the
hagard is particularly serious, for which exceptions should ¥e made regardless of
our financial conditions, I am willing to provide the profection recommended.”
As I understand it the chief reason for mai:zing this Mesclnatlonwas to detmine bw
, many regpirators would be required to comply with the T11i:0is Occupational Diseases /;
! Act and to avoid payment of penalty for failure )ro do so. The data I have handed ;1
" you is baged soley on the instrucﬁ;ions contained in the acte As a matter of mforma
tion B & O Circular SB152 mentloned. above g;,\fes instructions to practically the
same effect as the Illinois Occupatlorul Mseases Lcte The chief hazard, it seems /
to me lies in the chence of YBejng sued ‘bf the state for failure to zhply. So
far as as immediate hazard to /the health of any employees is concerned, conditions
are no different now fromuhat/ they were a year or two years ago, and perswmally
I do not feel that I couwld pick ou’s’any particular cases which could Be considered
immediately hazardous from that andpoint.
/
If the tate, Faptory Inspectors have taken exception to the lack of
/respirators at any particul point, it might Ye wise to furnish respiratars in these
// cases 1f it is necessary %o/ do so in order to avoid suit. I feel that since the B & o
instructlons also call Zor respirabors as llsted above, they should Be furnished when
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