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July 28, 1959

Hodical Departnent
Buresu of Workmen's Conpensstiom
Columbus, Otio
Res O, D, 696b‘22
Balph T, Poy, deceased.
Gentlenan:

On July 23, 1959, s visit wes made %0 The Ocddyesr Tire & Fadber Company,
Akron, OYdo to0 check conditicens wider wiich the above nemed docmiant hzd workad.
The coopary rarm’actures yubber tires omd other rubdbber products,

The decedert wvas exploynd by thie coxpany froa Jum 26, i9Ll to Septembder
26, 1958, Fe worked 3s a poutraliser operator during the following pericdss

3 S to 8/2/45 Tlant Yo, 1.
7t B
8/11/53 to 9/26/8 Plant C.

During the rest of his erployment with thdo company, the dezedent was om
Jobe vhere he handled raw rubber or finished rubder products, such as tires, As a
neutralizer operrtor, the decedsnt workod on Pliafils producticn. In the manufacture
of this produst, natural snd synthatio rubbers are dissolvod in beneone. liydrogen
chloride gas 15 bubbled through the solutien, foswing a rubber hydrochloride, Aftar
this reaotion, the sxvesz Rydropen ehloride im neutrmlised »dth poda ash (sodiun car-
boosts), Pxcess soda ash is then removed by ¥{ltrstionr. The rubber hydrochloride i
dssolved in water and the benzene 4o stripped off. Tho rudbdber hydrochloride solution
or slurry 1s them fod to a castine maghine vhere the £ila is formed snd drind,

The nnterisls usod in this procoss sare natural and synthotic rubters, bennenc,
krdroren chloride sod eods ash., Sods ash 1s the only material requiring mamual) hendl-
in7, The naximw thit the decedent would have dumped world have been three (3) bape por
s Y.

There was pone expogure to benzene vapors in the neutralizing arsa, lesdings
taken by the camper from Spril 1958 to Aprdl 1959 have shoun the conoentration to
average sbout 25 t0 35 ppa.  The macimm resding obtained durdng this period waz sbout
5 pm of bengene. There would alre have besn same exposurs to bemzens vapors vhdle
chenting the filter used to romovo excess soda ash, A respirstor wns provided for use
whengver the Z1lter roquired changing, (5., g
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