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Attached is an article from The Houston Post of November 19, 1976.

Be advised that of the 48,000 pounds of VCM released at Texas City,
only 1,000 pounds came from the Solvent Vinyl Resins Unit.

HOWEVER: This article does indicate that VCM releases will "make
the papers" and will result in increased attention from regulatory
agencies.

Your continued efforts and vigilance is requested to ensure that
the SVR Unit maintains its good record regarding massive releases
of VCM.

Thank you,

2V 7. Aprgrton.

W. A. Mazzolini

WAM/st
Attachment
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Board seeks to cut vinyl chloride spills

By HAROLD SCARLETT
Pest Favirenment Wriler

The Texas Air Control Board is look-
mg for ways 1o reduce plant upsers ihat,
over the past 18 munths, spilled an esti-
mated 24,000 pounds of cancer-tinked
vinyl chloride into the alr araund the
Houston area.

A tabulation hy the ir board's reglon-
al uffice in Houstin shuwed ¥3 accidentai
rreieases of vinyl chioride (VC) weve re
parted by the companies responsibie be
tween May 3L, 1975, and Nov. 3.

By far the {argest single "unscheviuled
1 2lense” was an eulimieetd 190,900 pounds
OV from the Oyster Creek plant of the
Duw Chenneal Co. It vccurred in a 1
niate period wn July 17, 1975 The plant
s At Freeport,

The next Jargest \{ releases -~ hoth
Hom Lhe Umon Carbide Corp. plani ot
Texas City - ware 23000 ponals last
July 16 and 5300 pounds on Sept. .

Ati thiee plant breukdowns resulled
irom power [atlures, \he companies ro-
parted.

Lloyd Stewart, air board regional
supervisor, said the accideptal releases
are not considered any real Ihreal to
publiv heaith.

*{ think there would have to be some-
thing much larger than anything we've
seen yel to merit a public warning,” he
said.

ie pul the 18-meonth accidental re-
leages of 234,000 pounds into perspective,
VC speralist Jim Tarr of the air board
stafl pointed out that VO emissions dur-
ing normal plam operafions in the Hous:
W area in 1974 totaled an estimated
26,940,000 paunds.

Nevertheless, Stewat? sad, the air
bod regivpal offire is working on cer-
rective Me-saies 10 cut duws on accides-
tal reteases

He s1id these effuris cenler on pro-
vealny Jdposes tejare Wwey happen amd, if

they do occur, en developing systems of
wrapping or destroying the leaking VC
gas before it escapes trom a piant.

Such centrols could include scrubbers,
fncineration fares or chanreling of the
escaping VC into holding tanks.

The air board staffers said Unjon Car-
bide is now working cn a holding tank,
while Dow kas lmproved 115 electrical
system to reduce ihe chances of fulure
power failures.

Tarr peinted oul that & new Ship
Channel VC plaat, recently leensed for
construction by the Diamond Shamrock
Corp., witl have a complete standby
piwer sysienm. .

4 basic raw materfal for plasticy
production, VC has caused fatal hver
cancers in plant workers exposed {o
comparatively kigh levels of VC for
many years.

Recently adupled lederal regulations
puw linit VC exposure among piant

workers t0 an average 1 part per miilion
{PPM) over an eight-hour period.

However, the minimum safe exposure
1o VC is sdll sumewhat in dispute, ard
some inconclusive studies have indicated
the gas may cause hirth defecis and
genetic damage in surrovnding popula-
tions.

Al the Diamond Shamrock permit
hearing, one medical specialist for the
company said bhe believes the danger
threshhold for prolonged exposure is
about 36 PPM. He added that he weuld
not he concerned about briel pojalztion
exposures up to 500 PPM.

No downwingd sampling was conducied
during the three large releases at Unmon
Carbide and Dow.

However, Tarr estimatert through
compiiter modeting that the marimum
public exposure from the Dow upset was
20 or 3 PPM {or a periud of 16 0 10
minuiag.




