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The ¥Workers' Ccmn'u.tee N

‘Asbestosis

, It 1s felt by the Boerd that you will be interested
in certain facts relating to this industrial trouble, -pertic-.
ularly as the extent of the danger is very often exaggerated
and amongst our own people st any rete the truth should be
known, Lo . R .

o For a peridd prior to 1931 the Covernment viere naking
investigations into the effect of ssbestos dust upon those
warking in the industry and after the scientists bad discovered
that long exposure to asbestos dust was hornful the Covernment
introduced, in 1931, what are known 85 the Asbestos Industry
(Asbestosis SBcheme) Regulations. Prior to this no-one knew
it was harmful. From thet moment the nanageuent have done and
are doing everything possible to remove the risk, snd have
alresdy spent thousands of pounds in this connection. They ere
now engaged in putting the finishing touches to the prevention -
and 4dust removal.eppsratus in this fectory, end when this 1is
done the work carried on here will, in our opinion, ba free
‘frou risk to health, - . . -

During the last 20 years there has been an sverage
of 1,250 people enployed here, of whom about 600 have been
enployed in the scheduled sreas. It will be seen that the per-
centoge effected is nr{'men, end it is clear thet the majority
of the caeses must have been caused before it was known that the
dust was harmful end proper precautions taken. The aversge
period of work of the oeses affeoted so far is 20 years., Alto-

gother there have been 53 medicel suspensions, made up as follows: B

18 Totelly Disabled, .
17 Fit for moderately heavy work.
18 Fit for 1ight work.

Out of these 53 cases thero have been 24 deoths up to the end

of 1941, but in only 8 ooses out of these 24 has the verdiot
been that asbestosis was the prin.ry couse, In the other ceses
there bhove been sll sorts of conplicotions, consequently it night
or uight not be cerrect to say that nsbestosis was a contridut-
ory csuae. 8one of the bases were heart diseasse, concer, and
the usual othor diseoses which ocour whatever the ocoupotion or
sphere of life noy be, and which risks everyone hss to face. We
do not doubt the bona fides of the opinions expressed by doctors
after a post morten, but when & usn hos cancer, or heart disease,
and his lungs are 8lso offectsd in greater or iener degree by
esbestosis, it 1o an elmost inpossible scientifiq task for any-
one to say exectly what has been the aotusl ocouse of death.

These figures, slthough such a small peroo.ntngo of the
. - .

totol employed, ere not viewed lightly by the monsgenent, who
fecl the greatest sy..pothy for the workers suspended; conpen-
sation payuents node by the Coupany hove not been limited to
the ouounts stipuleted by the Hone Office - whoro circunstances
hove indiceted that further s.nus were necessery to enable the

. individual to live in ooufort, the poyucnts have been increesed .
o8 in the degree necessary to neet tho needs of the case. Qut of
the suspensions noued, 8lternative ouployusat hos beon found
in the factory for about 21 anployees, The reuoinder sro
either retired under the ssbestosis schens or have followed sope
other occupetion, : !

and health record of the factory ore ¢s good, or better, than
can be found in nost industries ond we would welcone bt sny tine
an investigotion to prove this. A cotiporison of our health
record with that of en evernge cotton spinning nill would indeed
be welcone. Tho temperature end dust zrovainng in the latter
Dills have led to a large nuuber of -workers being incapascitated
by bronchitis cnd othor chest conditions, whereas atnospheric
conditions in this feotory .crestod by the supply of lsrge volunes
of fresh air at noderate tenperatures are excoptionally good;
the whole oir content in the principal work roons is chongod
evory few ninutes, . T .
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With the desirs to obtain oll possible inforaetion on
this diseose, and for guidonce in preventive sction, thq direc-
tors docided early in 1941 to institute s reseoroh conducted by

: the works doctor and our own sclentific steff in econjunction with
- - the British Postgraduste Nedicel School, London, end it is hopod
: that helpful information will be the outcoue. :

On beholf of/jthe Board,

The diroctors ere convinced that the working conditione 3
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