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Health and safety at work

During the current session the
National Assembly will apparently be
presented with a Bill concerning health
and safety at work in Québec. Before
any Bill has even been made public,

the press has been discussing various

drafts whose authenticity can only be
guessed at,”and which are even iess
certain to be definitive, but which none-
theless give reason to believe that the
Bill could, on ¢ertain basic issues, di-
verge from the general orientation set
out in the White Paper which the Minis-
ter of State for Social Development
offered for the consideration of all in-
terested parties.

The AMAQ position

The Association des mines d’amiante
du Québec expressed support for the ob-
jectives set out in the Paper issued by
Minister Marois, subject to the result-
ing law and regulations being viable
and realistic, defining fairly the respon-
sibilities and obligations of all parties
and also their rights, not giving rise to
an excessive degree of bureaucratic
intervention, and taking into account the
particularities of the mining industry.

The Association has no hesitation in
acknowledging the need for an outline
law in the area of health and safety at
work. and the relevance of reform mea-
sures removing the current multiplicity
of laws and regulations and the frag-
mentation of administrative responsibi-
lities, and setting up a more coherent
system and a unified set of norms.

Reservations
This is not to say that the Associa-
tion endorses all the proposals and re-

commendations to be found in the White
Paper, some of which are singularly

lacking in realism and might possibly,

if accepted, hinder rather than heip in
the achievement of the basic objective,
which is the health and the safety of
workers.

In particular this would be the
case if the safety parity committees,
instead of being voluntary and advisory,
subject if need be to establishing incen-
tives for their setting up and efficient
operation, were imposed by outside
authority. tndeed such committees, if
they do not express the wish of the
workers and the employers to join to-
gether to find the solution to the pro-
plems of health and safety, are likely
very rapidly to become hotbeds of con-
frontation and conflict, making the very
objact of the committees impossible to
achieve.

Industrial medecine

In the same way, the principle that
Ithe working environment should itself
! take in hand the problems of heaith and
i safety at work, which is fundamental to
the Whits Paper’'s approach, would be
singularly compromised if the recom-
mendation that industrial doctors, part
of or very clossly associated with an
enterprise or an industry, should give
way to a network of medical bureaucrats
-\responsible to some outside authority
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and having no attachment to the work

environment, were to be put into effect.
The offering of health services to

workers is part of the responsibility of

the company management. It is best plac-

ed to decide its own needs as regards
medical examinations and files, the fre-
quency of these examinations and the
nature of the services required to en-
sure the best possible performance in
prevention and solution of problems of
nealth and safety.

Certain structures, already existing
in a number of industries, can he defin-

ed whereby doctors, nurses, health ex-
perts, toxicotogists and epidemiologists
work in close collaboration with the pa-
rity committees and with the workers'
representatives. The independence and
integrity of the professional medical
workers can be guaranteed by means of
service contracts approved by the pro-
fessional corporations or even by the
Commission for health and safety at
work proposed in the White Paper.

The inspectorale

Elsewhere, the White Paper’s proposal
aimed at unifying all the health and
safety inspection services is formulated
in such a way that it raises more pro-
blems than it solves, due among other
things to the confusion of authority
among the Community Health Depart-
ments, the Commission for health and
safety, the plant committees and the ins-
pection services.

in any event, inspection in the mining
sector is of a particular nature in view
of the special characteristics of mining
operations. There -is not a shadow of
doubt that the monitoring of the health
and safety conditions of mining workers
can be most efficiently carried out by
specialists from a department which is
in direct contact with the mining indus-
try. The Mine Inspection Department has
untit now fulfilled this function very
adequately, while seeing to the applica-
tion of the Mining Act, and is the ob-
vious choice to take on inspection res-
ponsibilities in  mining installations
under the proposed new system.

These are some of the changes that
the Association des mines d'amiante du
Québec would like to find in a Bill con-
cerning health and safety at work, com-
plying with the objectives and general
orientation of the White Paper.
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Cigarette smoking
and occupational
diseases

1F it wate ot for ciyarsfie smok-
Ing, lung cancar woukd nol be a sig-
niicant occupational disease prob-
lam among esbestos workers”.

This statsment ig ¢ontained in @
section devoted entirely to the issue
of astestos ang heath in e Annal
Report of the JohngManvile Gor-
potation, of Denvar, Colarado, and
brings out the impariance of the part

played by clgarette smoking in the

M

Asbestos Cement
Pipe Producers
Meeting

At its 7th Annual Meeting and
Canlerence, the Astestos Cement
Pipe Producers Asscoiation dirgct-
gd Its attentons to he three prin-
vipal themes which are cantrél 1
the preoccupations of this important
Industrial ashestos sector, namely
health, dermand and market.

This year, Vancourer, British Co-
lumbia, was the venue of the annual
meeting, which lgslef from Aprl 29
fo May 2. The Assaciation, com-
prising the world's leading many-
facturers of asheslos-cement pipe,
had invited representatives of the
ingustry, of the scientific and med-
ical community and of public ser-
vices to discuss various aspects of
the chosen themes

Topical issues

Gorrosive walers, ashestos
drinking water, curent norms and
anficipated  regulalions  regarding
manufacture and use, market pro-
files in the congtruction Industry in

Incidence ol lung cancer among this
category of workers,

As noted in the Johns-Manville
veport, it wag oniy recently, during
the 19605, that researchers were
able to establish an epdemiologleal
link betwaen cigarelts smoking and
this ashestos-related disease

Scienlitic demonstration

It was in fact ony in the middle of
the last decade {hat scientists wers
avle to demonstrate an increased
incidence of lung cancer among tig-
arette smokers who were occupe-
tionally exposed fo asbestos And

evon today there is stilf no comman
agreement among Sclentists as 1o
whether asbeslos is a direct causs
or whather It is merely & maodifier
in smoking-induced lung cancer,

There i¢ one pomt however on
which they &l agree: “but for ¢iga-
refle smoking, lung cancer would
nol have been a significant health
factor among people accupationally
oxpasad Io asbestos”. This is a sim-
ple, but crucial, fact about which the
medical community has created a
great deal of confusion ang which,
in the apinion af Johng-Manville,
continues o be Ignared by the media
and the government authorlties
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the United States, Ganada, Mexico
of in Europs these, and al the
othar major issues that the asbes-
tos-cement pipe industry is faced
with, and which are fikely 1o Infiy-
ence s growlh, werg dealt with al
the Vancouver meeting

Canadian point of view

The guest of honour &t the open-
ing luncheon of the Conference was
Michael Messe!, President of La¢
d'amiante du Québec, Limités, whose
speech described the situation of as-
bostos 10 Canada, and parficufarly
from the point of view of the miaing
companies.

"Agbeslos-cement pipes constl»
tute an exiremely vakable markel
for Canadian asbestos producers”,
Mr. Messel pointed out. “They are
keeping a close watch an devalop-
ments in this seclor of the Industry
and, as supplers, are concerned
about the propased regulatons that
may come into force m the United
States and 1n Westem Europs, ang
at the negative impact they coufd
have on the sales of asbestos-cement
pipes on these markets.

Stressing that 70% of Canadian
fbre productlon goes toward the
manufacture  of  asheslos-cement
produsts around the world and that

asbestos-cement pips amounts 1o
about 40% of this manufacture, Mr,
WMessel noted that fibre producers
ohvipusly wished o maintain their
present share of this market while
building up new markets in the de-
veloping countries

Research and development

“The producers”, the President
ot Lac damanta contnued, "aré
making & serious effort to develap
fibrg grades more sultable for as-
bestos-cement pipe and other s-
hestos producis. For their part, the
manufacturers must and are making
progress (n search of improving
existing askestos products and de-
veloping new ones. This effort must
go on vigourously it we are to pre-
vent any decling In the usa of 8-
bestos products and to altract in-
vestment capita”

Referring 10 the major lopics dis-
cussed at the Association’s annual
meeting, Mr. Messel made it clear
{hat the problems facing (he asbes-
Log-ement pipe producers are com-
mon 1o the whole asbestos industry,
and that finding solutions demands 2
joint and concerted effort, at both
the national ang internations! Jevel,
by all those concerned with the fu-
ture of ihe ashestos industry
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The French ashestos
industry is holding up

European ashestos manufacturers,
faced with a sustalned campaign
aimed at discouraging the use of the
flpre ard at dramatizing the dangers
of ashestos, are having to expend
enormous amounts of energy and
effort o combat the threat that such
campaigns, together with the siiff-
ening of the faws and regulations
concerning asbestos vse and the vi-
gourcus cortpetiion of substitute
products, represent for the manu-
facturing intiustry.

The repercussions of the anfi-as-
bestos campaigns and fhe regula-
tions conceming the manufacture
ang use of agbestos-based products
vary aecording fo the size of the
companies invplved and to the ne-
lure of the production; there are
alsa considersble differences fram
ane country to the next

“Asbestos is holding up”

An analysis of the situation of as-
bestas producers, published recent-
Iy in "La vie franaise" and entitl-
ed "L'amiante résista” (Asbastos
Is holding up), tends to show that in
France 8sbestos is being more suc-
cesstul in withstanding the aggres-
slons to which It g belng subjected
than in many other European coun-
lries

In fact, with the exception of two
companies which folded after being
unablg 1o afford the technological

convarsions made necessary by the
applieation of the norm of two (1bras
per cubi¢ centimatre air-borne dur-
ing processing, French ashestos
manufacturing firms are maintain-
ing their performance at a safis-
factory leval

Slack seclor

The article in "La vle frangaise”
oles howaver that “the sector
{wkich has suflered most is that of
fire-resistant materials for the con-

fruction industry, due 1o the high
ost of dust-ramoval eguipment
which renders ‘them prohibitive for
many ingtallers”, The article con-
tilues, “Furthermarg, the trade
urions in  farge number of public
services have been systematically
opposed 1o the application and in-
stallation of this product in whatever
form. This fall in business fo the
instaling companles (~15%) has
beer parlly compensaled by in-
creased sales on the general mar-
ket”

Though it Is nat passible 1o de-
{grmine precisely what effect thig
fall in sales of fire-resistant ma-
lerials has on the whole of the
French companies, the author points
out that in the case of the three as-
bestos majors in France, Eternt,
Everitube and Ferodo, this particu-
lar branch of aetivity amounts to no

Storage of asbestos-cement sheels 1 France.

more than one to two per cnt of
the overall business volume of each

Ashestos-cement

in the case of asbestos-cament,
production s divided between tig
lerge companles’ Eternit {62% of
protuction) &nd a subsigiery of Saint-
Gabain-Pont-a-Moussen,  Everitubo
{38%)}. This production accounts for
0% of fibre imports, the rest be-
ing distributed among Ferodo {8%)
and various small companies. The
tonnage of imported fibres has fallen
by approwmately 16% since 1874.
The manufacturers, according to
the afticle, atiribute this decline es-
genfially lo the decrease in con-
struction acthvity over the last few
years and to the fact that the water
distrlbution system, traditionally 2
big consumer of asbestos-cement,
“now needs little more than maln-
tenance”

Despite this fall and the drive for
substitutes, the commentator of "Lé
vis francaise” considers that the
future of e ashestos industry in
France i§ secure “as regards the
medium!er[n".

Quality and price

“Atthe present stage of research”,
be explains, “there is no natural of
synthetic fiorg which can offer al
the qualities and cheracleristics of
asbastos. Thus even stael fibre does
riot always offer the same mechar-
cal resistance ag asbestos. And
though certain substitute fibres man-
age fo correspond in cerfain limit=
ed specific uses, they never combine
all the desired atiributes”

In addition, for the present, the
cost of the raw mataral for aabes-
103 s between ong-sixth and ong-
fenth that of fibre-glass, for exam-
ple, which qualitatively comes clos-
est fo chrysotle fitre, “further-
more, labour costs for this substi-
tute are between 5 and 10 times
higher".
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it may seem at frst sight that the
operalion of an open pit ming isa
relafively straightiorward matier 1t
is hawevet an axiremely complex ac-
oy, requinng  highly detailed
planning with constantypdaling, pe-
cial equipment usually designed far
or adaptad to sperific operational

needs, and great flesbilly in mak-

ing adjustments to meat the varying
demands of production, to overcome,
the rigours of the cimat and t0
comply with satety slangdards

The particularities of open plt
mining cperations were discussed in
a gager by G B. Coulombe, Prouc-
fion Buperintendent at the Jefirey
mine owned by Johns-Manville Cana-
da. presented o the parlicipants at
the 815t Annual General Congress of
the Canadian \nstitute of Mining and
Metallurgy held in Montréal at the
and of April.

Characterislics

Mr, Coulormbe’s paper, ontitied
"Open Pit Oparation Particular-
ties”. was not intended to cover in
dotail each stage of the functioning
and operation of a mine, but rather
{0 bring oul, by way of example, cer-
tain typical characiensiics of the
sate and efficient operafion of an
open pil ashastos ming, such as the
Jelfrey mine which 15 the largast in
tha western world

Located &t Asbesios, Québec, in
the Eastern Townstips region, the
Jeffrey ming is as much as 350 me-
ras deep, over a length of 2 200 me-
fres and a width of 2000 metres. The
fown of Ashestos runs alangside the
pit over & distance of about 1 0to
melres

A particularly trge shock of
equipment is used in [his mine, 18
shovels, 12 bulidozers, § spreaders,

Open pit operation particularities

83 haulage trucks, 12 5¢00ps, 6 10-
tary drils Thete are 425 employees
warking in the ming itself, and some
200 others werking in the mabile
gquipment garages and worksfops.

Planning

There are three lypes of produc-
tion planning long term {10 years),
medium term (5 years) and short
Yar (yearly) [n the first two ins-
tances the plans are drawn up a-
most exclusivaly by the enginger-
ing department using the geological
data and the market farecasts as
quides This department is also res-
ponsible for preparing the yearly
ming plan, but it doss 50 in consul-

(bottom) 18 ihe marm mobile aquinmeat gard

fice, the sapervisors” offices, the maim store and

tation and in coliaburation with the
open pit team, the geologica) depart-
ment, and the mil and marketing
teams.

The yearly plan Is used 1o draw
up & mining schedule for the year,
which has fo be approved by the mine
manager at least four manths before
the heginring of each year, A map of
the mine is prepared showing the
eypansion ssquences n the various
zones of the deposit and indicating
{he pit configuration at the beginning
and 2l the end of ths year The map
ges an averzll ploture of aperation-
al progress, and is essential for the
planning shead of the location of
purnps, water lines and power lings,
haulage balancing. etc

"

The sile of uperalions &l the Jeftroy ming Tho main hulage taad in the centre of the phole
Jsads fo a prmary crusher adjacent 10 & 300 000-ton ore reserve

burldings fo the right of e road are the mills and an asbeslos-based products factory

On the fe1t of the hevlage road
de Topllt is 8 new huilding housiag the apan i ol-
thw clecinc, machise and shovel shops The

2. Digpatching boar

There ia a/sa a monthly schedule,
finallzed three days before the and
of each month, %o take account of
production delays, the condition and
malntenance of equipment, and gea-
sonal weather influances. A monthly
pit map s also prepared on the basis
of thi¢ schedule. [t is used malnly
by the surveyars and pit supervisors.

Communications

Gommunications play a vital rolg
n the ggeration of a ming. Instruc-
tion memet are issued each day to
the general supervisors, and passed
on with each change of shift; these
memos keep them inlormed of the
measures o ba undartaken in the
varlaus zones of the daposit with re-

i The dispatchers’ cabm lncated o the North wall of the

gard to production as such, to the
condition of the haulage roads, to
dumping or to any olher aspact of
oparations.

Similarly the geological depar-
ment puts out & dally report which,
along with the hourly report from
the mil laboratory, is a valuable
guid for obtalning he best possile
mix from the varieus ore sources,
thus faciitating the preparation of
the blends required for the mills.

Communications are also a wial
gloment in matters of safety. The
supervisor of each shit receives 2
daily check iist wich he must fill In
a8 he ascertaing the safety of a num-
ber of essential points, and where he
must indicate the steps taken ta cor-
rect faults

A

ming, from which the whate pit is

f on which the numberedSharkers maresenl sovng Irucks The reciangular
pltes represant he shovels 2t ther taspeciive loading points

2. The home-mada fow truck lowin & broken-down haulage frutk

4. The fTHING, trulln the ming's eactune 5haps, cleanig the Shovel buckels

Efliiency

With experience and the passing
of time subsiantiai Improvements
have been made in certain specific
operational procedurgs, 80 a3 fo in-
creasa thelr efficlency and parlor-
mance For éxample, Jeffrey has
been using the non-¢lectric sequen-
ial melhod of blasting for the last
three years. This methad, in which
the magority of the dril holes are
inillated and detayed before the first
hole detonates, has the advantage,
among others, of helpmg lo reduce
the nurber of misfires, which were
particularly froublesome in winter,
when the frozen ground surface
siyits laterally during the blasting

A few yoars back a new system
was set up i order 1o improve the
performance of the hautage trucks.
|t was named tha "5 4 System”, sin-
ce il consisled in agsigning five
pperators to four haulage (rucks By
yhis means the rucks remain n ser-
vicg without interruption during the
shift, since the aperators aré able to
1ake furns when taking time off for
patlods left to thelr own digcration.

On the same principls, each

. ghovel is operaled by two men, a8

operalor and a groundman Eight of

| the 15 shovels available are thereby

In canstant use. This system not on-
ly permits preventive maintenancs,

| it also brings down to eight the aum-

ber of aclive faces in the ming, this
faciitating the work of the supervi-
50¢ N charge

| Coordination

The haulage dispatching, .6 the
assignment of trucks to shovels and
thelr rouling when loaded, is one of
the key actiities of the mine’s 0ger-
ations. This dispatching 18 carried
oul by radio communications from

5
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Open pit
operation...

the dispatcher's cabin. The dis-
patchers are respansible for the
coardination of movements, accor-
ding to priorities glven 1o them at
each shift. For this purpess ihey
usa a dispatohing board, on which

each shovel and each truck is d-
signated by & number, and which is
in fact a simpified model of an
analog computer,

There are two radio communica-
lions per trip. The first acturs when
the loaded truck eaves the shovel.
At this powt the materlal foaded is
identitled and the truck directed to-
wards Its approptlate destination:
the primary crusher, the ore re-
gerve or the waste dymps. The
source and the dostinalion of the load
are recorded on carje which are
ysed n drawing up the dally produc-
tion raport The second communi-
cation occurs when the tuck re-
tums to the pit; the operator then

| receives a new assignment

Itey mine to limil the effect of
breakdowns and to counter terrain
dificulties  An  example 15 the
homemade fow truck, designed and
puilt in the mine's maching shop,
which can fow a broken-down haul-
age truck and also, by means of hy-
draulic and air hases, enable it to
unlead Angther davice named RHI-
NO I used to clear the buld-up of
clay and frozen earth inslde shovel
buckets

Waler trucks with a capacity of
72 800 Ires, also home-made, are
usad for dust abatement on the haul-
age roads,

In addition all graders and small
scoops 4ré fitted with points n or-
dar to carve greoves Into the frozen

4 loser apparslus for medsufing -
tances, qne of sevaral nstruments usetl af
the Jelrey e ko moniar Jhe stabiy
of the Siopas 8l the At

The Third Open Pit Operators Canference, organized
by the Thetford Nines section nf the Canadian Institute
of Mining and Metallurgy. will be held from June 11 to
Jun 13, 1979in the asbestos region of Québec.

The technical program prepared by the Conference
Organiaing Committee, under the Chairmanship of
Clément Barrier, President of the Thetford Mines sec-
tion of the CIM. vill consist of four technical sessians
and a number of visits to mining instaliations

Technical sessions

Each of the four technical sassions, which will bg
held on June 11 and 12 durirg the morning, will be pre-
sented by one of the four asbestos mrining companies
which operate open pit mines, namely la Sociate As-
bestos, les Mines Carey-Ganadienngs, Lac t'amiante
du Québec and Johns-Manville. They vill deal with sub-
jects ranging from anvironmental control, rejects dis-
posal ang the miling process to mine planning, gealo-
gical aspects, and s0 01 A the techrical sessions will
ba given both in French and in English

The alternqon of Jung 11 and 12 will be dévoted fo
visifing the instalations ol les Mines Carey-Canadien-
nes ! East Broughion, of Lac ¢'amiante dv Québec at
Biack Lake, and of la Soriéte Ashestos al Thetford

B T e T s

Maintenance

Several other systes and de-
vices have been installed at the Jel-

Open Pit Operators Conference

gutfaca of tha roads, which togather
with the spreading of a layer of
trushed barren rock pravents The
haulage roads from becoming sllp-
pery in wintr. '

PR
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Mines. June 13 will be spent visiting the installations
of Johng-Manville at Ashestos

The closing dinner will lake place al Asbestos on the
came evening, and the guest ot honour and speaker wil
be E.H, Caldwall, Presidant of the Canadian Insfitute of
Minlng and Metallurgy At the apening dinner on June 11
at Thetford Mings, a talk entitied “Asbestos, ifs past,
itg present, its future” will be given by Lional Pivze,
oulgoing Chairman of the AMAQ's Commiiee on the
Environment.

Members, guests and friends of the Ganadian Institute
of Mining and Metallurgy are invited to attend this
conferenca. However, gince accommodation 15 limted
at Thetford Mines, the number of participants has
peen restricted to 300. Those who are interested should
register 88 500n as posible

For further datails conceming the conferance, the
program will b sent on request from the followlng:

Canadian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy
1130 Sherbrooke St Wost, Room 400,
Montréal, Quéhec H3A 2M8

Telephone; (514) 842-3461

Mr, Clément Bernier

PO Box454, Thetiord Mines, Québec G6G 551
Telaghane: (418) 423:4221
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Projects and prospects
of the Société nationale
de 'amiante

"So fong as ‘definitive’ requia-
tions for the use of ashastos and lts
substitules have sfill fo be inko-
duced, particulasly In Europe and
in the United States, developing new
ashestos deposits, large or me-
dium-sized, is bound to be a gamble
on the future”.

Daniel Perlstein, mterim Prési-
dent of the Société nationale de I'a-
miante, expressed himself in these
ferms to the parficipants in the Gis-
cussion group on indusbisl mine-
rals 8t the Bisl Annual General
{ongress of the Canadian Inshiute
of Miring ahd Metallurgy.

Mining projects

Asked to speak about the opera-
tion of the Société nationale de I'a-
miante and its projects, Mr. Perl-
slein indicated amang other things
that the SNA was looking into two
possible asbestos mining projects,
one in the Chibougarau reglon with
the property of Mac Adam of Rio
Algom, and the other, the property
of Brinca, in the Amos reglon.

The SNA President explained that
these arg two very different pro-
jects, both with regard to scale and
1o the type of mining which is possi-
ble They differ above alf with re-
gard to the types of fibre which

would bo diracted to different
markets and different produets, 50
that the two projects are therefore
corpatible and ot in compatltion,
arcept from the Fnancial paint of
view

Pointing out that these prajects
tiave baen in the air for qude soms
time, Mr. Perlstein acknowledged
that their success depended largely
an “an increase in the sales possi-
biliies for asbastos fiores on the
world markets in the next five 1o
twenty years”

Uncertain frends

“In fact, at the present time
there are oppasing views 8 1o fu-
fure consumar frends oh the warld
asbeslos markets: on the one hand,
the traditional markets fo ashes-
fos-cement, asbestos paper and
figion material seem Kkely o
confiue expanding for some time;
bul an the other hand the conse-
quences to heafth of certain techni-
ques or certain asheslos products
which were badly controlled or bady
used in the past may well induce 2
certan number of countries and
users to consider the use of subs-
litutes and to impose fight restric-
kong an manufacturers of ashestos-
based products.

Such belng the ¢ase, tha Prasident
of the SNA fesls that It is diflcult
at the present time to speak wih
any certainty of a future growth in
world demand which would make it
possible 1o intraduce hundreds of
thousands more tans of agbestos
onto the markets from 1883 on-
wards.

Manulacturing
activilies

With regerd 1o the SNA's man-
facturing activitis, [ addition o
known projects Such as the conver-
sion of a paper machine for the
production of commerclal flooring
fell, Mr. Parlstein announced that
negociations were currently being
eld with Québec, European and US
firms wilh & viaw fo setling up pro-
[cts diractly and inciractly related
to the manufacture of friction ma-
terial.

Referring to the various groblems
involved in gxpanding tha praduc-
fion af gsbestos-cement in view of
either marke! salyration, competi-
tion from other products or, in the
qase of fhe daveloping counlries,
competiton from the Yarge Euro-
pean and Amarlan producers who
ara able to offer tumkey projects,
Mr. Perlstein considers that the
SNA “must first prove it meltie
in thlg sybstantial but long-esta-
bished and difficult market'. The
SNA is therafore slariing produc-
tion tests for prototypes of com-
pound ssbeslos-cement producs on
aspecial pifot machine.

H

Canada Safety
Council Award

The Canada Safety Council has
createn an award to be presanted lo
those persons who have made a
particuiarly distinguished  contriby-
tion to health and gafety at work and
to the prevenbon of industrial acci-
dents and diseases L

This “Achievement Award” will
b bestowad for the first time in Oc-

lober 1979 at the Canada Safaty
Council's Annual Meeling A selec-
tion commuttes has been set up to
make a cholce among naminges.

Anyone is ellgihle whose accom-
plishments represent or have re-
prasented & noteworthy contribution
ta the improvement of health and
safety conditions or lo the preven-
tion of industrial accidents and dis-
pases in the Canadian workplace
Nominations must reach the Councll
by June 1, 1979

The Counci! will however anly ac-

cept nominalions made by organiz-
afions which are directly concern-
ed with health and safety at work,
githar at the national or the provin-
cial level, that is from gavern-
mental departments or Agandles,
from workers' orgenizations o
from assoclations winose activiies
are partly or whally  directed
towards this field.

A CARADA SAFETY GOURGIL
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George W. Smith (1898-1979)

it was with a deep sense of loss
that the asbestos world learned of
the death on April 17 of George W.
Smith, and nowhere more so than in
the Thetford Mines region where Co-
lonel Smith devoted nearly 50 years
of his life to the service of the as-
bestos industry.

The name of Smith has been close-
ly associated with the history of as-
bestos development in Québec since
the 19th century. Born in 1898 at
Thetford Mines, in the heart of the
asbestos region, George Smith was
the son of a pioneer of the industry
who was at that time managing the
Bell Asbestos mine. He himself
joined Bell in 1920. He became a Di-
rector ard Secretary-Treasurer in
1936, and in 1951 became President,
which he remained until his retire-
ment in 1966. Even after his retire-
ment he continued for several years
to act as advisor to the company.

A patriot

George Smith, who served over-
seas in the Canadian Army during
World War | and afterwards remain-
ed very active in the Canadian Re-
serves, took leave of his activities
with Bell Asbestos (now Les Mines
d'amiante Bell) during the Second
World War to assume command of
the Third Battalion of the Royal Ca-
nadian Engineers with the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel. He gained nu-
merous honours during his military
career, and in 1945 he was made an
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Ofticer of the Order of the British
Empire by King George VI.

During his Presidency at Bell,
George W. Smith spent ten years as
President of Relocation Limited, a
company formed to oversee the re-
location of hundreds of residences
and other bulldings, as part of a
program aimed at expanding the
mining operations of three mining
companies, Bell, Johnson’s and As-
bestos Corp. Sincé then, a boulevard
in Thetford Mines has been named
after him.

Honour and merit
He took an active p

George W. Smith
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his career in associations devoted to
the promotion and the defence of the
asbestos industry and of the mining
industry in general. He was for
many years a director of the Asso-
ciation des mines d'amiante du Qué-
bec, and served as its President
from 1955 until 1957, He was award-
ed the Asbestos Geld Ring, a distinc-
tion created in 1942 which has so far
been awarded to no more than twenty
eminent members of the asbestos
mining and manufacturing industry.
The Canadian Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy of which he was tor a
long time a leading member, award-
ed him a medal in-1966 in gratitude
for his outstanding services.

Historian and coltector emeritus,
Colonel Smith is the author of a
unique history of Belt Asbestos
from 1878 to 1967. The photographs
used to illustrate the early days of
the asbestos industry in the film
“Rock Cotton” were provided from
his personal collection. He was also
one of the principal contributors to
the “Asbestos Lexican” published
by the Association des mines d'a-
miante du Québec and dealing with
the terminology specific to the in-
dustry.

George W. Smith was a humanist,
and to the end of his days devoted a
good deal of his time 1o community
life and to social and humanitarian
work in Thetford Mines, a town to
which he was profoundly attached.
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