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with the old data (the square mile or square kilometer plots). FWS has made no effort to do this,
and in its random distribution of line-distance sampling strips, may not even run a strip though
any of the plot areas.

In an attempt to secure a complete picture of the old data, QuadState did file an FOIA request
with USGS in 2014. 1 could not find the original correspondence, but did find the letter that was
returned by our attorney, David Ross, a partner of Steve Quarles, who transmitted a copy of the
USGS letter. The cost given was $271,680. 1 related that the cost was prohibitive for us to
undertake and we dropped the matter. Four years later, USGS has yet to complete the analysis.

Again, thank you for the meeting. I appreciated our getting acquainted, and if you have any
further questions on these or other matters we discussed, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Gerald Hillier
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