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Ehemical levels in fish may
result in new pollution laws

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — The
state Department of Natural
Resources may seek a legisla-
tive ban on a chemical con-

Potentially MHI to hu- l: the past Iluw years DDT
mans are lev 500 parts and mercury in Michigan fish
per million. have declined, making the PCB

Turney told the Natural Re- problem more significant, said
sources Com on in & report Turney. Recent data shows
Thursday the situation is PCB is ‘‘very toxic,” he noted,
“alarming’’ because PCB levels Tests on monkeys at
have remained the.same or in- the University of Wisconsin
creased since 1970, rather than showed the ani wers ‘“‘smnr-

icts  decreasing as predicted. sitive”’ to PCBs at Jevels below

The Jevel of most other con- the FDA limits.
has decreased, Turn- But Turney emphasized,

{sction Agency is not in a posi- ey
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aaid. ““That data is not validated and
“In 1970, we felt we had it doesn’t mean that humans
things under control,” he said. are sensitive at that Jevel or
“We buttoried up all the major snything like that.”
discharges of PCBs.” The Lake Michigan Toxic
o 5 5 M
mainly o e wi ate
U.S. manufacturer of the prod- Lake Michigan with high PCB
uct, Monsanto Chemical Co. of levels died in “significant num-
St. Doats, Agresd 1 fop pro- bers because of . We (eal
ducing the chemjcal for certain there is a definite correlation.”
industris] uses which led (o .- A year ago, the DNR's plan-
contamination. ting of young pike in various
“There were 39 industries re-
use of PCBs (in Mich- per cent mortality,” sajd Turn-
gan) ," sald Turney, ey, who linked the problem to
“a whole more than pre- PCB. He said certain selection
viously. When we followed it up sites, most in Western Mich-
we found PCBs showing up in igan, were aba
all kinds of things.” n 1970, some mink ranchers
PCBs are chemically associ- fed thelr animals salmon con-
mwimm‘dm PCB was umix;-ud with PCB m':
un as & con- trouble young
* taminant in 1989 it was found in alive, .;5:?3., .
PRl

parts pér miilion in catfish in ———
:a,s-’d‘rmw Bay ared.
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