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¥r. X L-Tlv'lﬁr New York

Mr. A.J.Baldwin ' Hew York

Cape Fear Terminals June 28, 1948
'illmgtca’ ¥.C.

Alledged Case of Lead Poisoning

Dear Matts

4t spproximately ten o'clock Fednesday svening, June 23rd; you
called me at home and advised me of the iliness of & tank
clesner in Wilmington, Nerth Carclins, I left thst night for
¥ilmington, arriving there about 5130 R.M. The following is a
resums of Frits Mercer's report to me om events prisr o ny
arrival and on ocur joint investigations following my arrival,

The Carolins Terminal, Wilmington, North Carolinm have been
leased by the Cape Year Terminals, alao in Wilmingtca. MNr.

N.¥illiems, Superintendent of the Cape Fear Terminals con-
tracted with Tank Clesners, Inec, Jacksonville, Florids to
clean thres 40,000 barrel floating roof tanks at their owm
Cape Fear Terminal and efght 12,000 barrel tanks at the
Carolinas Terminale,.

L. Willisme W Tank Cleaners, Inc.; L. H. Nichols,
job foremen, end colored men,.
were the workmen on the job. e Loatira stagted cleaning
Tank No. 211 at the Cape Fear Terminel on Wednesdsy, June l6th.
This is a floeting roof 40,000 barrel tank and was thoroughly -
clesned for roof repaire., The sctusl cleaning work was finished
on Thursday evening., The tank was steamed Thursday night and
the watéyr pumped out and the workmen coapleied drying the bottom
on Mriday morning. WFrits then exsmined the tank throungh the
sice manhole snd through two manholes in the roof of ths tank,
The roof was resting on its supports approximately four feet above
the floor sud Frits was able to see the bottem quite clsarly,
and it appeared to be well cleaned, He then entered the tank with-
out protective sguipment for approximately tweaty winutes to
carefully inspect the bottom and side walle, It was thoroughly
clean from a stsndpoint of & lead hazard and Frits okayed it for
entry without protective equipment. Mr, L. Wil alse

egant during: the elesning of this tank, and

had_ each been in this tank epproximately eight hours

for cle g purposes. (See Tank Cleaning Report June 16-18-48)

" The cantractor moved his- oquipmnt Triday afternoon to Carolina

Terminals to start cleaaing the eight 12,000 barrel tanks. These
tc.aks m beem empty for approximately five years. There was
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2o history available of the service thege tanks had been in. The Republic
0il and Refining Company used these tanks from the time the tanks wers
bailt in 1935 or 36 until they were abandoned five yesrs ago, but ag yet
we had boen unsble to learn what product they hed stored in the tenks.

The attached sketch shows the grrangement of the tankage and the identifying
numbers of each. Friday afternoon the water botitom was pumped fronm -

Tank ¥o. 1. The suction hose from & snell gescline engine drivem centrifugsl
pump was put through & tank menhole without entéring the tank. The removal
of the water from this tank completed the work for the day. f%his operatiom
was observed by Frits,

¥hile the men were clesning up the equipment, Kr. L.Williems asgked Frits
about the precsutions necesgery for the clesning of these tanks., Je asked
if & respirator type mask could be used. Frit:z explained that since there
wes no history on these tanks, it must be assumed that they hsd been in
leaded service at some time and that the agitation of the sludge could
release lead vapors, therefors, full protective squipment should be worm,
Mr, L. Filliems sgreed with Fritz end etated that full protective eguipment
would be used.

Saturdey moraing & ¥r. Nichols met Fritz in front of the Cerolina Terminals
and told him thst ¥r. L. ¥illisms had left serly that morning for Jackson-
ville, Floride. Frite then went to the Cape Fear Termimel to discuss the
condition of Tank No. 211 with Mr. R.R. ¥illisms but Mr.Williams was mot
there so Fritr telked with a Mr. L.A.Tichon, Office Msnager, who geid he
would pees the informstion on teo Mr.¥iliisms., Fritz then left for Charlottie,
North Ceroline, hig home, for the week-end snd cther work, planaing to re-
turn to ¥ilmington lete Tuesday to spto-check the tank cleening work.
Frits returned to Wilmington late Tuesday aftermoon, June 22nd, ss planned
and ¥r. Nichols met him in the hetel lobby. Mr. Nichols reported thet

tank clesner, had been sent to Jecksonville, Florids Tuesday
with an sttack of appendicitis. Hr. Nichols saiso atated that he wag not
fesling too good tut atiributed it to a hard week-end, He also voluntesred
the informstion that he hed not sscepted the job with Tenk Clesuers, Inc.
to be a job foremen and was golng back to Jacksonville te quit and hed his
01ld job with Otis Elevetor in Dellas lined up. He said that they had worked
Saturday and Monday btut not Tuesday and thet they had clesmed three tanke
&t the Carolina Terminels., later Tuesday evening George Smith flew wp from
Jacksonville to replace Mr. L. H,Richels as job foreman and Nichols left
the next morning for Jacksonville.

¥ednesday morning, June 23rd, George Banith and entered

Tank Ko with protective equipment,for ebout three hours ia the foremoon
and alone for about three hours in the efternocon, lesving the tank
unfinished. Frit: wes present Suring this work. When ceme out of

the tenk at noon, his OWeTralls were wet from the kmees dowmn snd his boots
bhad water in them. FEHe cleaned his boots and put ona clean set of coverslls in
the Rfhtarnoon. Frits asiid him abot bathing and he seid he always toock &
bath every aight. :

The next development was Natt Teylor's telephone cill Wedneeday evening
about ten to Fritz reporting thet he bad beem notified by Lou Shank that
5ir, lPF vas in & Jucksonville hospital with en alledged cise of lead
poisoning, Fritz tried to get in touéh with George Saith at imtervals
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up t0 18130 with no success. Thursday morning Fritz arrived at the

_ Carolina Terminels and wes met out in front by George Emith who told

Frite he had sent YJNNNENNR to Jacksonville by bus that moraing,
sick. Thet left no one of the tenk cleming crew in Wilmington who

hed been pragimt during the work on Baturday and Monday prior to Devis
taking ill, No tsnk cleaning work was done on Thursday. Thursday
svening I arrived in Wilmington sad speat the rest of the dsy dlscuseing
the above events with Frite.

Frits stated thet at weitime had Nichols indicated to him that tank emtiries
had been made without full protsctive equipment., Of course, Nichole had
left Wilmington by the time Fritz was told of the seriousness of
illness. Lats Thursday evening, the chemical box of the lead-
snzlyzer, which you had shipped by Air Exprus s arrived but the punp
box €14 not arrive until Friday P.M.

Fridey morning, Fritz end Y visited the Carolina Terminsls so that I could
meke & generzl inspection of the tanks end surrounding area. It was noted
that the ares within the fire banks, where tenk washings had been pumped,
had e strong odor, iuch stronger thean i generslly the cese under similer
conditions., The sludge pit &t Tenk Ne. 3 and sll equipment had beenleft
watouched at the request of Frits until I could imspect it. It was noted
at this time that there was a bad break in one length of hose line about
five feet from the mask, Fritz and I inspected this bresk carefully.

It appeared to be & recent bresk since the thresds in the break were white
and hed not become stained with rust or sgludge. Fritr had inzpected the
eguipment during the cleaning of Tank Ko, 211 and said that it wae in good
condition &t that time.

Fritz end I then vizited the Cape Fear Temminsls end saw George Smith and
Jos Sova, the ner foreaman whe hed been sent up with & new crew, Frits
asked George Baith, in my presence, if Mr. L. Williems hsd told him that
Fritz had ssid it was O0.K. to enter the tanks at Ceroline Terminsale without
protective equipment, George replied absolutely not emd that he had been
specifically instructed by Mr. Willisms to wear maske and &ll protective
equipment. Fritez and I then saw Mr. R.N. ¥illiems, Superintendent of
Cepe Fear Teminole and Joe Miller, Engineer, Pure (il Compeny, and
acgueinted them with the story as knewn then, relstive to the ilinmess of
¥illism Davis and Reywond Rouser, the tamk clesning crew. While discuss=ing
these matters, Joe Miller wolunteered the information that he had visited
the Caroline Terninale twe or three times & day during the periocd that
Tank Cleaners, Inc. had been cleaning tanks there end had noticed that the
crev in the tank wag wearing mssks but the man cuiside handling the sludge
was not wearing a magk.

Fritz and I purchased 2 dosen new pint Hason jers and took samples of the
washing from Tank No. 3 (semples No. 1 and 2), scele from Tank No. 3
(semples No. 3 end ,), washing from Tenk No, 1 (samples 5 and 6), and

scale fron Tank No. l{samples '.' and 8). Friday afternoon, the cleaning
epoerations of Tank No. 212 at the Cape Fear Terminal was obssrved by Frits
and I. This job wgs boing by Teuk Clesners, Iac., Jos Bowvs, foreman,

&nd the new crew.

Saturday uoming Fr’.ta and I made lead-in~air nulym,,.nnta a® not.id oR
attacked reports. It vas elesc learned that George Baith had been called off
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the job early this morning and had left for another job. Mett telsphoned
gaturdey morning to advise that _ hed died eerly thst morning.

Dr. Kitzmiller telephoned from Jacksonville to reguest thst certsin semiles
be teken. In siddition to the scale samples alresdy obtained, he assked thst
sizilar ssmples be taken from Tank No. 211, Cape Fear Terminal, and Tenks

& end 2 at Ceroline Terminals. It was suggested that the lengih of broken
eirline hose be sent to Kettering Lsboratory and Dr. Kitmmillsr thought it

& good ides.

I left Wilmington Saturday evening.  Fritz vill remein on the job wntil the
tank cleaning work is completed &t both Terminels. Frite will get the
additional samples end ship them, together with the hose, to Cincinneti
®ithin the next day or two.

Very truly yours,

AJBsgh
Enc,

CC: BSAFETY DEPT.
DR. R. &. KEROL
#r. L. BEANE
MR, F. Y. HERCER

P.B. ¥e are certain that none of Ghese men went back in Tank Ko. 211
&fter clesning was completed and tank ses pronounced Lead
Hazard Free by Mr. Mercer. 4is the tenk was returaed to gasoline
service prior to my arrivsl, it could not be tested with the
Lozd-in-4ir Analyszer.

KE 036676
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. > ’ ccs::Regional Office
' Dr. R. A. Kehoe
Mr.-E. O. Jones
Mr. W,;VRO Barnes
-YETHYL" LEAD ANALYZER TESTS
REGION Eaetern TESTED BY 4., Beldwin
¥. Y., Hercer
DATE June 26, 1948
OIL COMPANY Caroline Terminasle Wilmington, |North Carolin
CONTRACTOR Tenk Cleaners, |Ine, Jackeonville, Floride
LOCATION Wilnington
TANK NO. p
PRODUCT Unknown )

SIZE & TYPE TANK

12,009 bbl. V&:Jt.

SAMPIE NO. 5
7 days efter
TESTS. BEFORE OR AFTER cleaning

CLEANTNG

YEATEER CONDITTON

Clowdy hot bredze

TEMPERATURE © F
OUTSIDE TANK

o9k

TEMPERATURE © F

100 aporox.

INSIDE TANK

MICROGRAMS - between O & 1
'ph./CU. FT. OF ATR

Mg. pb/10 M3

COMBUSTIELE GAS

INDICATOR READINGS

REASON FOR
DETERMINATION

REMARKS :

.Uged extension hose ef
Bample taken
from 10" within the tank,

snalyser,

N 7672.02
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f - cc::Regional Office

‘ Dr. R. A. Kehoe
| . Mr. E. 0. Jones

Mr. W.-R. Barnes

"ETHYL" LEAD ANALYZER TESTS

: F, Y, Mercer

DATE June 26, 1948
OIL. COMPANY Csrolina Thyr ton, North Carolina
CONTRACTOR  Tenk Cleanprs, Ins, Jadcsguviile, Florida
LOCATION ¥ilminston ¥ilmington
TANK NO. S, ——————
PRODUCT U ' ] ——
SAMPLE NO, 1 ol
TESTS. BEFCRE. OR AFTER
CLEANING
WEATEER_CONDITION Hot breeze : Bot Breege srpvwins clouvdy
TEMPERATURE © F .
OUTSIDE TANK 95 96
TEMPERATURE © F -
INSIDE TANK htattu : —
MICROGRAMS - '
ph./CU. FT. OF AIR 2 4~ d
Mg, pb/10 M3
COMBUSTIBLE GAS
INDICATOR READINGS ot s
REASON FOR
DETERMINATION
REMARKS : : Sample tazken through two 2§? ¥ithin fire walls of tank §3
: sections of alr line hose vhich| over asrea covered by tank washings
hed been in uee on this Jod, fron the ¥3 and pessidbly 1,2 & A,

One sscotion hall a bresk 1n it
ghout &' from mask,

N 7672.03
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- "ETHYL'" LEAD ANALYZER TESTS

-

cc::Regional Office
Dr. R. A. Kehoe
Mr. E. O. Jones
Mr. W. R. Barnes

TESTED BY 4. s, Beléwin
?. Y. Merger

//
;'// ’
REGION Eastern
DATE June 26, 1048
OIL COMPANY cmhanw '

CONTRACTOR

TANK NO.

v

brville, Yiorids

Tank Clespers, Inc Jaéics
LOCATION m;gggp;ji ;}'cm; ;;;oiir

PRODUCT

SIZE & TYPE TANK

SAMPLE NO.

TESTS BEFORE. OR AFTER
CLEANING

HEATHER CONDITION

TEMPERATURE © F
OUTSIDE TANK

INSIDE TANK

‘ph./CU, FT. OF AIR

TEMPERATURE © F

MICROGRAMS -

Mg. pb/10 M3

COMBUSTIBLE GAS
INDICATOR READINGS

REASON FOR .
DETERMINATION

REMARKS :

Sample of alr from mask end of
g feet alr line hose S0¢ of
ich had been used a2t Caroline
erminal thiough Wednesday §/23,
s equlipment now being ussd
- glean tank 212 at Cape Fear

erminal, -

Sample of 2ir from mask end of
other air line beings used st
Cape Fenr Terminal clesning tenk
212, Thie hose not previously
used at ¥ilmington,

N 7672.04
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