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November 10, 1954

- Mr. Ci Wiékeniéyer L T N e T L 1 B I
. General Superintendent - O S A I
Natiorial Lead CompanY E bR ¢ Bian e R
.. 900 W, 18th Street FO e Se WD R o
Ghmago. nlinois Lo
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.Dea.r Mr. ’Wickemeyer- I

I ha.ve gone over the informatmn on — which you sent with
- your letter of November 8, and I believe that you are dealing with a -
- case which,almost certainly, will be regarded as'a compensable sequel
‘of lead absorption.. Ido not have the information that would enable me
to be entirely certain d the correctness of this opinion, but there is -
;nothuig in the material which you have sent me that would enable me. as
yq“ur med ical advisor, to tell you how to combat the opinion of the
op :Iogxst that this man's optic atrophy may well have been an
exp e:ssion f the toxic effects of lead. This opinion is founded on the
£a.ct tfxa#: a ficient absorption of lead may cause optic atrophy, either
| b. on on the nervous tissue or through indirect effects upon
‘ lood vessels. (I have seen bilateral retinal hemorrhage as
esion in lead poisoning, -and although the eventual result of
"‘gf_e“dlefers in detail from that described here, such effects
lood vessels can bring about much the same effects.) -
n, in combatting a claim of this type, or rather-in deter-— -
ts in*the case, one is put to the necessity of demonstrating
re was no significant absorption of lead, or that the disease
‘ somel ather definitely demonstrable disease, or that both
these were t:me.
. FE : R e
"As to the firét of 'these possibilities, 1 know nothmg.at first hand. of the
severity of this man's exposure to lead in his work, but I must assume,
from-some familiarity with the lead trades,- that during the past twenty
h he ig said to have been working at a furnace, he had the
absorb a considerable amount of lead. (The material which :
me. does not go-into this properly, and one would assume that
yaicians has any definitive information on this very vital
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only ask why this is not seen by them to be the crux of the
not'appear that your:Company had any sound medical basis
sal of the.severity: of the exposure:within the plant. : Other=
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Mr. C. Wickemeyer - (2) - November 10, 1954

wise, you would have been in possession of it, I assume, and would have.
forwarded it to me. In Dr, Symmes' summary report of November Z.
u 1 I 2r!s summary report. includmg Dr »

o] e disease of the
ig baheved, as did Dr.

to be the plant -
at. 8" hilitic b, * 1B ] » De. Alvis. (letter
- ;i":_':' Gochrane; Nc e 3aid ito } ! aitted that the optic

hj this factor was
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M-:r._'C.. Wickemeyer - {3) -'November 10, l&S‘E :

beneficial, one would have had reason to suspect that this disease was the
1 ofh the les on.} Dr. Harger quotes two other ophthalmologists as believin
: ' e‘ been the ,cause of the cptm atroph)r, and then. himself, '

Cordially yours,

Roﬁert A, Kehoe, M. D, ;
RAK ef

C.C.: Mr, E, G, Kestenbaum
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‘Now since you brcught this to. my attention, and since you lknow me well
nough to understand my motives in saying what I think about a situation
of this sort, I shall go somewhat beyond the: ordina.ry province of pro-

; assinnal candor, _and c.qmment to you a,lane, on the real gignificance of
this case. The thing that distresses me about it, beyand my natural
 humane reaction toa tragic siﬁua n, is that this man was permm:ed to

pe»rhaps;,. &
- serious’ eﬁcp

stence. on the

«

I am not saying this because I believe, nec*essarily.' that the optic atrog_hyl
resulted frOm Ieaa absorption. I suspect from the description of the eyes
es ”t;of dwease of the blooé vess els of the eye. But no
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hability.
the necessity,.»‘

on of a pctenﬁiélly hazardous lead plant involves -
f profe&szonalhduty and competence. to know the

precise exten
and to know. the p
character and the
Nothing Iess‘ f:ha,;‘

‘ ‘ 1=ead absorption, :
uals, in relatzon to the . '
e ha.za.rcis » of their job,

I ta.ke advantage of this rather cmtical situation to point thzs out, since these
are the only' Opportumties that present thems‘elves to mdustry to learn from

the more sensﬂcive to Lﬂs faults.
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Labcrata*v. College of Medicine
Pren Avenue, Cincinnati 19, Chio

HNovember 10, 1954

Tosz ¥ational L.ecad Company
a0Q W, 18th Strest
Chicago, Ilinois

Attaention: My, {, Wickemever
Czeneral Superintendent

Zeimbursement of the ¥ettering Laboratory for
Services of Robart A, Hehoe, i, I¥, in the casge
of “ vs Plational Lead Company 325,00
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