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A F F E C T E D  GROUP: MMD, M an c h es te r  SURVEY DATE: 3 /1 4 /8 0

SUBJECT: Additional A sb es to s  M onitoring

ACTION: AJDontje

INFO: WAH MKupsaw CGM LCHaack R JM ikulak
L PM acV ane BAbbott

R E FE R : M M D -80-1, dated 3 /7 /8 0

BACKGROUND: A sb es to s  m onito r ing  data p re sen ted  in R eport  #MMD-
80-1 (3 /7 /80) rev ea led  th ree  w ork  s ta t ions  in excess  
of fed era l  a s b e s to s  reg u la t io n s .  T hese  operations 
w e re :  the G L P  P re m ix  B lender,  the B ea te r  loading 
and the K neader unloading o p e ra t io n s .

SUMMARY : L a te s t  m onito r ing  data  indicate  p ro b lem  in B eate r
Room has been  c o r r e c te d .  Routine exhaust sy s tem  
p e rfo rm an c e  checks and m ain tenance  should co n ­
tinue.

E m ployee  ex p o su res  on the G L P  P re m ix  Blendcx* 
a r e  s t i l l  in violation  of the OSHA 8 hour TWA for 
a s b e s to s .  P ro b lem  rnay be ex c es s  Wollastonite 
which m u s t  be counted a s  a s b e s to s .  Handling 
p ro c e d u re s  fo r W ollastonite  should be reviewed 
and c o r re c te d  if p o s s ib le .  No ac tion  taken on

P a t e : 3 /1 4 /8 0  

D a te : 3 /1 8 /8 0  

D ate :  3 / p' O

K neader opera t ion .

M onitored by: C J P o ^ te r

Analyzed by: C J P o r t e r

A p o r  . :
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PRO CED URE

NIOSH p ro c e d u re  #239 for d e te rm in in g  a s b e s to s  in a i r .  See 
R ep o r t  M M D -80-1 <3/7 /80) fo r  d e ta i l s .

RESULTS

T able #1 - A sb e s to s  M onito r ing  Data
T o ta l  F ib e r  C o n cen tra t io n s  3:1 A sp ec t  R a t io n ,^  Length

S am p le  # A re a
Sam ple
T im e

M -8 0 -3 5 B e a te r s 15 m

M -8 0 -3 6 B e a te r s 15 m

M -8 0 -3 7 G L P - P r e m i x  
B len d e r

56 m

M -8 0 -3 8 G L P - P r e m i x
B len d er

125 m

G rade Sam ple  Type F i b e r s / c c

435 P e r s o n a l  
W alt  Deptula

1. 49

435 P e r s o n a l  
W alt Deptula

1.20

660 Pe r  s ona1 
T o m  B om betto

3 .43

660 * P e r s o n a l  
R ich  D usto

3 .0 5

C u r r e n t  OSHA A s b e s to s  R egu la tions  
8 h r .  TWA 2. 0 f / c c  

15 m in .  P e a k  10. 0 f / c c

DISCUSSION

B e a te r  O p e ra t io n

A m bien t  f ib e r  c o n c en tra t io n s  d u ring  the loading of the B e a te r s  
h a s  been su b s ta n t ia l ly  re d u c e d .  C o n cen tra t io n s  a r e  w ell below the c u r r e n t  
OSHA 15 m in .  a s b e s to s  s ta n d a rd .

E x h au s t  s y s t e m s  in th is  and a l l  o th e r  a r e a s  should be rou tine ly  
checked  to in s u re  p r o p e r  o p e ra t io n .
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No ad d it io n a l  a c t io n  a p p e a r s  to be needed  in this a r e a .  M onitoring 
w ill  be conducted  m onth ly  fo r  the next few m onths  in o rd e r  to in su re  c o m ­
p liance  .

GI<P B len d er

A t the r e q u e s t  of L es  H aack  add it ional  m o n ito r in g  was conducted 
d u r in g  a p roduc tion  run  of RX660 fu rn ish  #6006A. A s shown in Table 1, 
th is  a r e a  is  ag a in  in v io la t ion  of the OSHA 8 hour TWA a s b e s to s  s ta n d a rd .

We have ex am in ed  a l l  the sam p le s  taken  d u ring  th is  o p e ra t io n  and 
i t  a p p e a r s  the p ro b le m  is e x c e s s  Wollastonite and not a s b e s to s .  W ollas ton ite  
is  a m a te r i a l  w hich  m e e ts  the NIOSH c r i t e r i o n  fo r  a s b e s to s  (3:1 a s p e c t  
r a t i o ,y 5 / / ,  length) even  though it  is not a s b e s to s .  In add it ion ,  OSHA does 
not have a s p ec if ic  re g u la t io n  fo r  Wollastonite ex c ep t  a s  a nu isance  dust .  
H ow ever ,  the NIOSH a s b e s to s  p ro c ed u re  r e q u i r e s  any m a te r ia l  which 
m ee ts  the c r i t e r io n  to be counted a s  a s b e s to s .

C o m p arin g  the a m b ie n t  a i r  s a m p le s  taken  d u r in g  the B lender o p e r ­
a t io n  w ith  s a m p le s  of Wollastonite alone and a s b e s to s  alone in d ica tes  the 
m a jo r i ty  of the f ib e r  m a t e r i a l  ia m o s t  l ik e ly  W ollastonite .

P r e s e n t  e x h a u s t  s y s te m s  should p e r f o r m  equa lly  w e ll  on Wollastonite 
a s  with a s b e s to s .  T h e r e fo r e ,  we su g g es t  tha t  Wollastonite handling and 
loading p ro c e d u re s  be exam ined  and m odified  in o rd e r  to m in im ize  n e e d ­
le s s  d u s t .  If th is  i s  s u c c e s s fu l ly  done, " a s b e s to s "  ex p o s u re s  on this 
o p e ra t io n  should be re d u ced  to w ell  .below OSHA l im i t s .

A dd it iona l  m o n ito r in g  can  lie schedu led  in o r d e r  to t e s t  this 
h y p o th e s i s .

K n e ad e r  O pera t ion

We have not been  notified  on any ac t io n  taken  in this a r e a .

/d e c
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