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October 20, 1948

Mr. C. H. Van Hartesveldt,
Thompson Vita-Meter Corporation,
h4i;2 Cedar Evenue,

Cleveland 3, Ohio.

Dear My . Van Hartesveldt:

I enclose herewith twvo copies of the report of our observations in
connection with the canning of "Vitol." This report, I believe,

is self-explanatory, and it will serve to assure you &nd your
associlates thai we have followed through on our promise to look
after this operation and to see that it was carried out safely.

in addition to these observations we have also m&de analyses on

the excreta of' the persons involved in this work. The results
demonstirate clearly that none of the men has had any hazardous
exposure to lead. Any further observatlons in connection with
“furthe:r periocds of exposure will be carried out as required. Unless

some unusual clrcumstlé&nces develop it will not be necessary Lo repeat
the alr analyses,

Ycour lettez cuucerniug & meeting in Cleveland in the first veek in
November finds me in an awkward position. A number of engagements
make 1t qulte impossible for me to be in Cleveland during the first
week of November. Among other things, I am tied up in a court case
in vhich I sh&all have to appe&r. Since this 1s a murder case on
which we have been called upon for & congsidcrable amount of assistance,
I cannot duck this responslibility. It might be possible that I could
be availlable early in the following week, but I am frank to say that
I should prefer not to do so. I have been unable to spend more than
8 fragment of my time in my office during the past six weeks, and as
& consequence, my own work I1s plled up In what would appear to be a
hopeless mess. I cannot consider being out of the Laboratory for
even one d4ay if 1t is possilble to avoid it, and therefore I hope

that thls meeting can be sidestepped at this time. I do not want

to eppear  to be lacking in appreciation of your difficulties, and
therefore I shall do my best to find an open date if it is absolutely

necessary. -1 wonder, however, if it 1= necessary, and for the
following reasons :

(l) We shall not have any results to report under ltem 2 of your
represcntatlon of matters for discussion. Ay coaclusions from these
experiments will have to await the collectiui of analytical data.
The conduct of the experiment has now reached the point where the
animals are to be killed and analyses carried out. No data will be
available until the anelyses are made, and . Weeks of work will be

required to complete these analyses. It 1s recessary to analyze from
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lu to 14 samples of the tissues of each animal, since that is the
only way in which ve can learn what has nappened. This means that
there will be from 12U to 150 samples to be analyzed, and this
cannot be done promptly, because of the great volume of work that has
t0 be carried along daily. For example, we shall have over 5uUU
samples of urine a&nd blood Lo analyze ln connection with the Columbus
investigation. In addition we have samples coming in daily in
connection with other experimental and control projects, and vwe are
compelled to work these in as systematlcally as possible on the basils
of the relative urgency of the information. ZEach cne of these
snalyses 1s & time-ccnsuming meticulous job of microanalysis, and
therefore they cannot be dashed off quickly. (The animals used in
the experiments on "Vitol" are rabtits, not guinea pigs. Two of the
group originally under test dled and the tissues of one has been
znelyzed. Iwo cother {controls) were killed because of injury or
intercurrent disezse, and these have not been analyzed yet. The
remsinder are now rcacy to be killed for analysis.)

(2) Prectically the ssme statement can be made concerning your item
*. ‘the examinztions will have been completed, &and the materlal for
enalysis will have becen mede &vallsble, but the results will not be
In hend by the date indicsated.

{3; It seems 1likely ihat some informaticn will be available on the
twe employees of Colunmbus Green Cab, bLut samples of thelr tlcod &nd
urine will have to Le analyzed ahead of thelr proper sequence 1n
order tc &ccompiish this purpese.

I know that ycur pecple have teen &nxious to get jour comnmercilal
Gevelopments under way, and that you would like to e &ble to ansver
veriocus questions &bout what you are going to do. Frankly, I do not
see &any way in whichi thls c&n be dene. I have every hope that there
will be no cerious hyglenic hindrance to the expsnsion of jour
tusiness. However, 1f tithere were no serious doubit con that score,
there vould be no point in the Investigations which are ncow veing
carried cut. Ve cannot angwer the guesitions at iscue until the work
hee Yeen done, &nd 1f y»u and your people jump the gun, ycu may find
yvcurselves in an embarrassing position. I hsve discussed this entire
gsub ecet with representatives of the Public Health Service, and it 1s
thelr understanding, &s 1t i@ mine, that pending the results of
adequate investigation, your commercial program will be maintained
on its present basis. That 1s to say, it is necessary that your
activities be confined to such commercial distribution as will enable
s to study the problem and to determine tc the satisfaction of
curcelves and the Public Health Fervice that 1t can be permitted to
£o ahead without public risk. That question ls not answered, and I
see no way in which 1t can be ansvered, even tentatively, under six
months. Therefore, I cannot but edvise you that further commercial

‘expansion is premature and that nothing can really be settled at

such a meeting as you propose. I realize that thnis 1s a difficult
situation. However, it is not one on which you can afford to. jump
t conclusicns. o

In this connection, I should call your attention to the fact that
jycuir Washington representative has approachedé representatives of the

Public Health Service with the ldea of determining whether they would nc
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express some opinion on the potential hazard of your commercial
activities. This interview took place by sheer chance on the day
before I discussed the whole problem with them, and they were
naturally at some disadvantage, since they knev nothing of the matter
at all. I mention this only because it is bad technique on ihe part
of your compény. I have no way of telling how 1t came about, &nd &s
it happened ii caused no difficulty, since I was able to clarify the
issues wiih v, Jemes G. Townrend, vho 1s the 2dministrative chief
in these maiters. Nevertheless, if your people plan to handle these
matters through me, 1t would be well if they did not create d4iffil-
culties fcr all of us by short circuiting me. This whole matter is

- not to be taken lightly. If your company wishes to avold numercus

investigetions by locsl heglth department agencies, and If 1t wishes
to escape vossible leglielative intervention, it will have to go
accoréing tTo protocol.

I trust 7ou willl not develop the feeling that fthere is znything in
the way <f rersonel Zrriisticn in the foregolng remeiks. The matter
is much tco sevricus o permit any such trifling conslderations. The
matters which I have formslly discussed with your recple, in relation
to public hetlth, are nct trifles but deadly serlous issues. I know
how anxious you sre to develop your progream and hew ferilating 1t Ls
that commercial cpportunities =ecem to be going by the board on account
of the hygienlc problem. That is unfortunate, but I must lanvelgh
against hasts on the part of your company 1f I am 1o serve you well
and faithfully, since you can bring dilsaster upcn yoursclves DYy any-
thing less than a patient, sincere intention of learning the truth
about the hyglenic problem hefore you proceed furtner. Lou must notu
get yoursell into any situation from which you cannot retreat grace-
fully and in good faith, insofar gs the use oflead 1n this pgroject is
involved. It will not do to jump to hasty conclusions on fragmentary
data, for to dc so will embarrass us and will prejudice youirr eventual
situation.

Sincerely wyours,

Hobert A . Kehoe, M. D.
RAK ef

Enc.
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