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The corsmic industry is & relatively small It Lportant
conmmer of lead chexicals; small, in terms of metal coosimed, becsuse
circumetances have not permitted {t to reach s level of coaswmptioca
anywhere near its full potentis; impartant decause 8 vast potential
axists 4f 1t should ever ecape possitle for us to assure 8 steady supply
of lead chemicals at attractive prioes, .

The field of cermmiocs is much broeder and i9 larger in omr
total nstionsl econcxy than 18 geserslly surposed. In 1950, it
accounted for a gross dollar volume of spproxizately ¥ tllimm dollars,
It inclides all of the may ypes of glass products, refrectariss,
vitreous ecamel products, chinsware and parcelain products of asny
kinds, axl structorsl clay products, Time does not permit even a
casual inventory of the mary individual items Sinvolved, The amber
s into the thousarxds and we use many of them every day of our livese

to a preprint from the Bureau of Mires Wineral Yearw
book for 1950, the ceramic industry used a total of 30.5%7 tons of lead
piments durint that year, Mith litharge reported as 27,771 tons, the
cermmic industry renksd second to storsgce batteries in litharge cone
suption, Camplete fizures are not yet svailstle for 1951, but 1t seens
spparent that the total tcnnage was cansideratly less than 4n 1950, BEvea
with the for improved supply of pig lead this year, m are oot
axpecting 1552 sales of leed chemicals to the ceramic industry to ine
crease materially,

The principal resason for the 1951 decline was, of cauree,
shortage of pig lead and cur consequent inaldlity to fill the demend,
Of lesser importence in the 1951 figures, tut 2 source of consideradls
oconcern for the future, i3 the changing technology which is bringinrg
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High lsad prices, repested shortage constant feer of
recurting shartage have stimulated & great deal ressarch amsong glass
sarufacturers who in recent ysars have socounted for a very large part
of the total use of lesad products in cermmice. This research had the

goal of reducing or eliminating their dspendency oa lesd, or of making

sPreserted st the 2ith Anmusl Weeting, Leed Intustries Assoelstion,
wm, 1952. ddu‘o,msaou.
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possible the mamufacturs of & grester vclune of product with & limited
supply cof lesd, Unforturstely for us, it has succeeded far beyoond their
first dapas, Jowly develcpod types of leaciess glass and glass of
reduced lead contoat have recently gone into procuction for such items
a8 tolevision picture tubs bulls, nson sign tuldng and cther types of
eslectrical glass, If the glass mamfacturers had not bees farcod to
rake these chargss, we would not now be facing the darger of even
further reduction {n lead requirements It 18 not easy or pleasand

to watch now markets develop to major importance and thes ses them dry
Wp largely becmise of real fears cancerming availatdility and prices

These changes have not put us aut of the glass tusiness bty
any peans, nor are they likely to do so, They are, however, now
beginning to hurt in the loss of tusiness which they represent now thad
the supply of lead is agxin relatively free, We have & great deal of
Bope for the future in the phenomenal growth {n production of all kinmds
of glass and the prospect that growth in decand for those glasees still
requiring lead will sustaia demand for lead near its present levels, Yo
are, in addition, always hopeful far the develomment of new uses for
lsad glasses, which have & way of appearing fram tise to tise,

In a samevhat ¥ixilar wxy, we have lost ground in the
enasl field, The use of lesad chenicals in enamel for cast iran bathtubls
and sinks has drindled to a relatively minor tonnage. We have reason to
bhops that we may bo able to pramote a moderste returmn to use of lead
products not only in cast iron ware, tut in enamelled sheet wotal, A
cancerted effart in this fisld might produce sane interosting results,

On the rightsr sida of the picture is the new and lively
irterest in vitreass enzrls of hish lesd content far arplicstion st
10000F, Thile it 18 too early to say how zoon and to what extent the
use of those enxscls will develop, thers 43 reason to belisve that
this use for lead will evestually develop to Do of considerable ispor-
tanoc to us. It is ocreaialy wortly of o very closo athtestion,

Usa of losd campounds {a chinaware and wall tile zlases is not
seriously threatened so far, although shartaze has forved many producers
to cut the lcad contont of thoir glazes mare than they would wish 4in
order to sprecad the supply over mare waro, Lamufscturers of glase

frits are thereforo expected to continue s substantial consumers, Colar

frit manufacturers sixilarly are dependent on lead chamicals for e
production of low mclting color frits used in fused labels for boer,
xilk and soft drink bottlss and for decoraticn of beversge glasses and

80 forthe

The Lead Industries Associstion 1s takding a step 4n the
direction in includine ceraxics in the procrem of the Pigment and
ical Division, Wo cannot say with any certainty what if any mirscles
will result fraa this. It does seam reascnadle though to beld
8 more camplete undarstanding of ths problans of thoe ceraxdo us
lead ly the Associstion may will produce results of to




