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p. O. BOX 836!, SOUTH CHARLESTON, w, VA, 25303

1~ UNION
'CARBIDE

August 4, 1980

Dr. John Stafford ~ 5;‘)0
Imperial Chemicals Industries, Ltd. ‘“u“}r
Plastics Division

P, 0. Box No. 6 Bessemer Road L
Welwyn Garden City ‘ &
Hertfordshire AL71HD

England

Subject: Breth-Tumors
: pripbdy-Corpeupiiion ,
Tenbe ¥, fexas .

Dear John,

Knowing your great interest in the subject I am sending
you the following items:

1. Clipping from The Washington Post dated July 24,
1980 on "Cancer Qutbreak Found at Two Texas Plants".

2. Alexander, Victor, M.D. - "Brain Cancer in Petro-
chemical Workers - A Case Series Report Draft VI"
Occupational Safety and Health Administration,

U. S. Dept. of Labor, Washington, D. C., May 1980.

This draft report and UCC comments are for your
information only. Table 5 showing recognized and
suspect carcinogens at the plant is misleading.
Acrylonitrile, dioxane, hydrazine and vinylidene
chloride are over-emphasized and should not be
viewed as universal factors at the plant.

3. Lasagna, L., "Statistics: A New Co-Carcinogen",
The Sciences, May/June 1980.

This has no bearing on the subject, but it might be
interesting.
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4. Chemical Regulation Reported dated July 18, 1980
"Citizen Petition Seeks Regulation, Cites
Carcinogenicity of Plasticizer”

We appear to have a developing furore on di 2 ethyl
hexylphthalate and other vinyl plasticizers. If
you have any news or data in the European area,
please let us know,

Very truly yours,

2.7) Wy\

R. N. Wheeler, Jdr.
Assistant Director
Product Safety

RNWJIr./rhw

Enclosures

ce: Dr. T. R. Torkleson
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Cancer Outbreak Found at 2 Texas Plants

" thread that would suggest [that)} expo-

3y V:ctor Cann aszd Joa.n.ne Omang
Tixs:srarn Powy Srull Wrters. .

A serious oatfireak of brain' capcer
has bean discovered: i two.Tetas pe-
trochemical plants, and federai offl- -
cials fear they may 4ind a high inc- ;
dence of bdrain caocer elsewhere in |
the huge industry tkat mues che.\m-
cals frour gil

I3 a probe that started in early
I579, 25 brain.umor cases — 24 of
tbem fatil so f{ar—have been discov-
ereq among Secent and past workers
it a2 Dow Chemical plant 1n Froe
port. Tex. Eighteen other fatal cases
urned up at 2 Union Carbide plant in
Texas C.f.y Tex,

Both plants are in the Houstan-Gal-
veston” area. which ir thickly-dotted
with plants that make or-proeess pe-
trochemicz!s. But so far, federal inves-
rizators have not been ibie o pin-
pont & guilty chemical-.ar, mee
likely, 2 group of themicals or_a proc-

-e‘s—mhou;h thers are several under

suspicion,

sure to any partcular material or lo-
catlon in. the plant” i$ involved. said
James Hansen !or Dow. “There is
cothing so- far to connect the. work-
place to the brain caocer”™ - -
Damonx Engle, mmanager of Union
Carbide’'s. Texaw Cily plant, agreed
that the capcer incidence may be
hugher than: the. nar.lgud average but

tas not yeu been. proved higher than
incidence in the arex. “If it is, we're
just a3 anxious as anybody to get to
the bottom of-it” he-said. -

When the study began in 1979, re-.
searchers suspectied: thar the canse of
the cancers might be vimyl chioride: :
which is 2ssociated. with the glioblas-*
toma nrultiforma type of cancer that *
iy, the predominant ooe beiny foumd. |

. But some of the victims had 1o expo~ |

The brain<cancer ‘.nmdencc mon;
workers ia the plants in the last 2
rears is twice the nermal level in t.he—
jeceral popularion, Dr. Rickard Wax-
weiler ©f the Navonal Ipsamte- of
Occupational Safety anod Health
(XIOSE) said vesterday, .- |

All of the ﬂcﬂmmmnﬂ.!‘w
women work iz the plants, .-

Iovestgators from the two fedemal
agencies izsvolved—ihe Labor De
sarcment’s Occupational Safery and
Health Adzminisrraton (OSEA) and
the Department of Health and Human
Services' NICSH—have not vet beea
2ole 1 look in detail at other plantg, -
though they have ftartad some inves-
nzations,

They have reporty, they said. of poa-
sible concenrrations of similar brain
fancers 1 plapts at Besurmont and
Port Arthur, Tex.; Charleston, W, Va.;

" ¢ o g e

sure to vinyl chloride. the NIOSE re-
searchers said

Tony Mazzocht of the Ofl. Chemical
and Atomic Workers Union said pre-
nm.na.rnnpom from other studies :
found : er-than.normal rTites of
. brain and stomach cancers among pu- .
frochemical woriers aloag the Texzs.. !
Goif Coast, and ay a result the union
and the. Natonal Caneer Insttute are-
studying the extire industry. Eventn-
ally 60,000 workm will ba cheehd. hc

“*Thers is. 2 cancer epidemic a.mong 5.
American  workers and umm!y

among the ‘workers we uprunet.

~ Marzoehi said,

Perochamicals involve mon thas. -

.20.000 workers in Texas alone and

bring iz aboutr 53 billioa anoually, ace-
cording to state Hgures, The Bouston -
€hamber of Commercs reported last
Fear that six of every ‘10 pounds or

+ gallons of T.S. perrochemical produe.

top come Eom the Texas Gulf Coast.

. Dow's Freeport plagt, which covers +

Lonieviile. and Sam Franeisco, as well ; planning a joint cont ot o8 lbe

. problem. possibly in Oetober, iavoly-

as one i3 Canada

“There’'s 50 “eason 1o susoect ai] pe-
srecnerucal plants.” (Waxweiler sad,
3ut Dr. Vietor Alexander of OSEA
said there mav be “five or six others”
at least. and J. Willlam Lioyd, OSHA
midemiciogist. sajd. “There may bde
any aumber of chemical plants ine
vojved.”

Spokesmen for Dow aad Unijon Cam
tide pored that the resulty so far are
iaconclusive, Ve see No comumon

300 acres and employy 7.000 persons
is tile biggest ope there,
OSHA and NIOSE offictals are

ing goverament industry sod the-sci-
e:n.ﬂc and medical worlide The : Sitase
..ion ‘u something_ we didn't Srow
:nom' berore.” said Dr, irving Selikorf

of Mount Sizai 'VIedical c-nnr i
New York .

H¢ ig ed.xtar a£ the -mem .rnv.r'- N

2al of Industial Medicine., which will-- -3

soop) publish the frst sciestiffe report |,

- ox the; outbreak, written by » B'onp...

huded.by Dr- Aléxander af OSHA-.

| We Yus don't kmow ' how ‘nda- :
spread this probieny: is?” said Sheidamw
_ Samivel® AFL-CIO director of occ.:pa- ‘

" dohal* teelth znd safety. Thers has

been no indusuvwide S'l'-ud! of it, just -

as “there iz no systematic epidemual- -
ogy Yet of the lu:nmun work forct.
be saidc |, | )
But he said the fact that Dr. Euh.h .
Siogham, OSHA director, ~put to-..
gether OSHA's firgt medical and sei i
entific team” meant OSHA had a.
skilled texm to go to the Unlem Car-~
bide-plant exrly last year and ‘Segin td- =
study the bra.u: tumers. ;

‘ ASsandar-hended e mx

g:un hu;; m:
P in 1
victim at Unlos . [
* Ironiesily, lh.vw:mhd
spread from anothee paxt of his body.
Seuwmmm ot
of the vietirai,: - . - © .
‘  But. it's importxnt® for workers
tpesk up, Waxweiler said. “I we hadwt -
herd from that worker™ he said.

“we wouldn't have inown sbout- Uz
dpn Carbide. We wouidn't h'ul k:nm
about Dowor any of it.™ ° ..

Working with- Texas dm
heaith: officisls and with Em&

workcd at the’ Texas C!tr plmt :i.nel
1934, when the first victim disd.. i

He then investigated “3 ‘second |
plapt™—wtich he would. not mame-
and found live brain tumor deaths,
3ut two of these bveople had alsy-
worked at Union Carbide. . 1

Sudsticians at the famed MDD, An.
derson’ Hospital and Trmor Institata-
\n Houston then combed their compy.
terized Texas death records for listy
of braim eanesr VicHms and Their werk
recorde.

This led the igvestizatory to “the |
Dow plant, the site of 23 tumors

-among more than 30,000 workers since

the early 1960s. Studies now tre {ocis
ing on company records 10 determine
woers the men worked and what

(more)
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clemucals they were-exposed to in the:
vast complex which makes 200 differ

eat products. 1nocluding antireers,
calorine. laiex, ethylene, vinyl chle-
nde 2ud other indusuial chemical
building blocks,

. Workers at Unieoan Carhidu plant
had jobs “all' over.:he place,” Waz.
weiler said One of the few commox
denpmirzrors was that 13 of the 18+
vietimns . Sad worked. there morl u’u.n
15 yearss

The Texas. plant stucles™ md :.‘.'.e
studies of workery bacigrounds, are-
sl not comrplete, 'eden.!: mvuuua.-
tors said. | K

Sur “we stongly msplﬂ:. n.ld AL"
exander, that the-canse of the turors .
may-be Dot & single chemieak but.“x

. chemical procese”—exposure to Ml or |
some of the many steps tbat lead to L
ungle chemieal product Or. he said

iU may be more than one process ig-
valving he 200 or so chemiecais corn-

monty found in 2 moderd pcu-ochem !
cal faetory. . .

N Times 717.‘1

'Loms:anz Waters Searched.
i {For Toxc-Chemical Drums.

-‘ SEELL BEACH, 1a., .Tu.!yn(.u’)-
'T‘-eCamGurdsurc.bed Mississtpo|
| R.tmnmynurbu-u'nhyfwm-
‘ehan 150 ¢rams of hazardous chemicals
‘vhmepo:z:ﬂ.a.ldaagu-ledwthedcdu' .
otmmn.le:mcho@uzoth(mw.
\ The drums went ioto the watsr last .
‘sight £om the carge ship-Testbank after
she collidad with the Sea Daniel, & Pac~
maman ore caTier, the Coast Guard
said No iniurtes were reported inthe enle -

- .s.a:amm"‘:.lummn!r&wcn-

lea=s,
rom the Testhenk wern 6
drums of ydrobromic add and & cargo-

ship cmtainer bol 99 drams of penoy
chiorophenal, The acid
forms a ous. gas whes it {5 coune

poiscn
hined with water, but the gas dissipuces
quickly in open air, the Coast Guard siad.

Washwmghin Post (24

T.3. Accuses Chemical Maker

CETCAGO—TYe federal govermmen: wants (o
:s.d Monsaoto Corp. lable for contatiinaring Lake

ncosjad by selling a ioxe chemical to 3 lakeside |

=zker of boat motors.

2iv1l ¢harges against Mozmsanto were added W a ¢
Mt I aw swt against Qutboard Marfme Corp. of Wauk- -

»32p, il The jovermmeat says Monsacto continued

1
H .e.'.!.:.

2 osew t..e moter firm was discharging the poilu-

)Z"C nag filed xrs own complaint agzinst Mon- |

1ania.

soiy c::.lo.-:xared piphenyl to OMC even woen

buropean Chemical Firms Kx

To Fall Sharply n 1980 Due to Recession

pect Frofils::

) 24 3y Jonatnax Srrvax
And JoHN M. GEpogs ]
Ktaff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
The rapid rezenchment in the West Zu-
ropean chemical market will cut deeply ior
profits. of major Eurvpean producers this

The saleg decline that started abrupdy in
March has already spurred price cutting by
Continental European companies and. piant
curtailments ix e United Kingdom; where
¢hemical concerns are even more severely
hit.

ducton tn 1980, chernicals will almost cer~
tainly drop,” declares Chris Burbridge, an
investment analyst at.Piiilips & Drew, a
Landon smekbroker. . -

Besides the drag of a general business
slowdown. European chermical coocerns are
berng burt by substynoal siwekpiling last
year i advance of expecied price in-
creases, inroads into the market by aggres-
sve sslling of lower-cost Americap imports,
and the sales-inkidbiting impact of sgong
carrencies such as the British pomxd.

Hurwng, too, are rising prices lor aawral
gas and oil. The cost of such raw materials
for Weszarn Furopean chemical concerns
rose 10% in the fArst quartsrof this year and
0% in the pasr'12 mopthe. -

The producers, morrover, are Lcing -
creamng campetiton f{rom Zasters Euwrmo~
pean chemical plants, many of which were
trought a2 producTon in recent yrars with
the zid of Western capital.

Mest Eurppean chemnical concerns. how-
ever, are hroadly divermfied, and some-
areas of their business, such 25 agricultaral
chemicais, drugs 2nd inorganic chemicals,
are hoiding up. *The cherrical erunch won't
e so overwheiming as im 1574-T5," reascos
ane indusry specialist, referring to the
squesze fve years ago following ke quadro-
pling.of cil prices by members of the Orga~
nization ¢! Petroleun Experting Couptnes.

‘Induscry - leaders expect the Dext 12
months t0 be the most diffieult, with 3
pickup beginning in the sezond hadf of 1951
and further recovery iz 1882, The curremt
recesqion,  which- i only now begmnmg in

urope. will Jast und] rid-1981" predics
Ga.ndnu. president of Rhene-Poulenc
the French chemical coneern,
the UK the chemical-indusry slide
in March and results tn April and
have been “dizastous,”™ says one io-

dnstry specialist. The Bridsh compuzies
have beet affected by plumunetiag indus-
‘ mal produedon, which is expected 0 be
down 1% for the year, @ conmrast 0 A 1%
m 2% acease in Conrnenml Zurope; the
soong pound which prices Britsh producs
out of some export markers, and higher
pric=s for some raw materials than those
Fud Sy ‘West German and French. compa-

Zex.

Inperial Chemical: Industies Lid. the
bige=st UK chemical caimpany, is Ukely
exd tie year vt pmax Fooflt of lexx thaz
the smuivalect of 9.:¢ Sillion, dcwm more
than 109 om last vear, industry analyswus
‘orecast. ICT, iseif an oil producer, will ven-
efit rom new North Sea Off produetion, but
the gzins won't be enough o siiset chemi-
c:u-eanmgs declines, Durng the 1975 reces-

f

T EFE”’

. | siem, ICY pretzx profits fell 30%.

[ profit could be down as mueh as 20% at La-

-{ a worss-year for the chemical industry than

"Wﬁ:h Europe's dmpoﬁiﬁ indosTial pro- -

Ome.r UX. chemical concerns are aso
intd ser:ous difficyires. Preuax

porie Industries Lid. and 5% w 10% a1 30C
Intermational Lid.,. indusTy specialisit say.

“One thirg is mre, 1980 will certainly be

1979, says Karl Wamsler. chairman of the
German Chemical Industy Associaton.
Cherueal productien in Germany began to
lag in April-and weakened furtier in May
and Jupe, he notes. .

All the hig tres Germaza chemical com-
panias— Hoechst AG, Bayer AG and. BASF.
AG—lave beer affeciad by the downoum,
but zre hesitant @ forecast the effect on

Marthias Seefelder, chairman of JASPF,
sys that the chemical industyy’s ~ecopomic
prospects wnd] be increasingly infiuencad by
worid-wide political insecurity, woich will
handicap worid tTade, and by recessionary
tendencies in the US.” -

While sales {or the German chemical
coocerns rose 20% in the first quarter. the
Tats of increase dropped o 12% for the Srst
balf and wnll further declize 10 % for the
full year, Deutsehe Sank AG predicw. And
e bank notes that most of the full-vear in-
crease will be due o higher pricss.

In Swittarland, 4 spokesman for F; Hefd-
mam-La Poche & Co, says: “1aflason is the
main problem. 33 prices can‘'t be raised
emuz:h o compensite for wage Dereases

- qf2¥
Wﬁ.“ S-H‘e C.T \BM.T'T\A.\

Govmm'r LGU‘LA:nO\ts req
banks 10 18l costomars more than ey w
to know. Northwesterm Nationaf Rany
MEnespolis sant customers o 4,500-w
oiier enttied “New E) ic Fo
Transfer Disclomire Notize." To test reac
ship. 100 of the booklets contained an ad;
paragraph promising $10 for the asking.
one has yet reqnuud the money.

ll\"'
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Comriizd 5y Jane stnussen
Chemical Manufacturers Association
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