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D ear D r. Kehoe:

Thank you v ery  much for the compl imentary  copy of  the 
H arben L ectures sent in repl y  to M iss Webb’s l et ter . I t has been of  
tremendous help to her work in our program . How ever, M iss Webb who 
i s a graduate student w i l l  be returni ng to school  in the fal l , theref ore I 
am w ri ting in repl y  to your i n terest  in our l ead poisoning study.

In your l et ter  you inqui red as to the aspect of  l ead 
poisoning in which we w ere i nterested. Our present i n terest centers 
around lead poisoning in chi l dren in the St. L ouis area. We wish to lend 
assi stance to neighborhood organizations and relevant agencies i nterested 
in the detection, treatm ent, and prevention of lead poisoning in ghetto 
areas. H ow ever, we eventual l y  hope to star t  research  in determining 
the heal th ef f ects of  exposure to low concentrations of  lead.

I t i s our hope to star t  a screening program  using hai r  
as the sample f or anal ysi s according to the K opito method. We would l ike 
to continue the research  concerning the sui tabi l i ty  of  hai r  as a sample 
f or m ass screening and the rel i abi l i ty  of  values obtained in this anal y si s. 
We would certai nl y  appreciate any opinions or suggestions you may have 
tow ards this end. I met wi th you br i ef l y  in New Y ork at the A i r Pol lution 
Control  A ssociation M eeting and posed this research possibi l i ty  to you. 
H ow ever, at that time we were, not able to tal k  in great detai l  and thus you 
only indicated the di f f i cul ti es of  this l ine of  research . T heref ore, any
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suggestions you may have concerning this would be m ost helpful . I t may 
be possible that we could send f or you l ater  this f al l  to speak  wi th our 
group. Would you be i n terested?

Chai rm an of  the Chicago Commi ttee A gainst L ead Poisoning and a 
pediatr i ci an at M ichael  Reese H ospi tal , a lead poison case was brought 
to my attention which I thought you may be able to help in i nterpreti ng.
The patient i s a four y ear old f emale who was admi tted to M ichael  R eese's 
M andel  Cl inic on July  6, 1969. Two blood sam ples analyzed f or lead 
both gave values of  413 mg % lead. The chi ld had symptoms of  vomi ting 
and sl i ght constipation, but no neurologic symptoms w ere ev ident. When 
treated wi th calcium  v ersi nate, the chi ld ex creted 2. 6 mg of  l ead in the 
ur i ne in the f i r st  24 hours. T here i s a hi story  of  pica, how ever when the 
chi ld was screened l ess than a y ear  ago, there was no evidence of  elevated 
blood lead. Dr. L attim er, i s i nterested in why there are no neurologic 
symptoms wi th such a high blood level . We would l i ke your opinion on 
this case.

In a recent communication with D r. A gnes L atti m er

A gain thank you f or the l ectures.


