[t BN 4
%’Lc: NS
APR 20 1976 &>

t
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — The
General Electric Co. and the
Envlmnmtnul Conserv-
rtment are squared
aﬂ for the final round of- the
. PCB tattle.
§ 'naedep-rtmnwmsmo
stop dumping the
chemical polychiorinated biph-
. enyls into the Hudson River
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hearings began here Monday
that could lead 10 an order re-
quiring GE to pay that penalty.
Testimony Monday focused
o a3 GE proposal for a water
treatment plant to screen PCBs
from the discharges st its elec-
tric capacitor plants at Hudson
Fails and Fort Edward, and on
the Hudson River organisms
which have ingested PCB-pol-
lmd:mde. .

The company hs hs federal per-

Colwnbn Universay Law
School pr So-
faer, who ruled in February
that the PCB dumping violated
state law, is presiding again.
While he declined to say what
bis final ruling would be, his
February decision said that his

Nadler testified that a carbon
for

process
the General Electric plants
could reduce daily PCB dis-
charges to about one gram, or
1-2&h of &n ounce, daily. GE is
presently releasing about two
pounds a day into the river.

He sdded that effective gov-

ernment action could have pre-
vented much of the environ-
mental damage and that his
recommendation would take
that into account.
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Sdna'mtedMGBhld“op»
erated openly and negli

amine whether such a clean-up
is possible. An EnCon official
mhdthn?cncmnc-

rather than in secret or in dis-
rep:dolmﬁschlrgehmu
set in its permits.”

Once Sofaer has presented
his final report, which willow at
Jeast two weeks of public hear-
ings, Env:ronmenul Con-
servation

prop Reid wilp issue the final abate-

ment and ol order.

The department has not peo-
dicted how much it would cost
1o purge the river of PCB pollu-
tioa, but & bas asked GE to
pnaa R million compliance

'n:cnnmt ha:‘rmga will ex-

General Electric has ac-
knowledged that some workers
ﬁwﬁnmmw

The department and GE have
been negotiating on and off for
moaths, in an attempt to find a
reduced level of mm,
agreeabie to both sides. "~ —
Commumu- Reid asked

all discharges stop this
SQtunbet but there may be
room for compromise because
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State, GE clash 'again on chemical ban =

the federal governmest is
sidering & total ben for wn
Also, the state Commerce De-

state not set tougher limits
than the federal goverswment
because single-state standards
might cause industries to move
toother states where regulation
is not so strict,.

The Monsento Co., the na-
tion's Gily PCB-OEKEF, has an-
nounced plans to phase out
duction. e

Reid's insistence on the pen-
alty hearings, and ly
on making GE pay for some of
the damage, is reportedly a
major stumbling hlock to the
behind i

ment's pursuit of penaities is
with “‘withok legal authority
and, if granted, will have hr-
reaching and serious economic
consequences W the group’s
munben /




