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On October 29. 1980 at approximately 1:30 p.m. Mr. Dav1d E. Elskamp, OSHA :
Industrial Hygienist, presented himself to the plant receptionist for the -
purpose of .conducting an inspection. Mr. Elskamp was escorted to Mr. J. B{

Leverton's office and was met by Mr. R. J. Taylor and this author. Mr. E‘lskamp'

presented a ccomplaint alleging "no personal protective equipment provided ;
employees for c'leanup of chemical leaking into ditch along east. side of plant

Vapors are causing headaches and irritation of eyes." Mr. Charlie. Phinneyjwas. .

-named as- the supervisor in charge. Mr. Elskamp indicated that the con;:ﬂamtr ‘

had been telephoned to OSHA- that mormng and it was his understanding that,

_ the cleanup was still in progress. 'A union representatwe was, requested and
Hr. Elskamp requested the OSHA Fonn 200. L e , i

'Mr R. Es l.ems joined the conference’ at 2: 30 p.m. and reported that there.had

-in- fact been ‘a .chemical 5pill on_the east side of: the plant-under:a pipe . rack

adjacent: to Grant Avenue and North East of Bldg. 248, " Mr. Lewis identifiel the

materia‘l as crude anrlne“ which had been contamed at 7 30 that morning. _- et

At this time the opening conference was joined. hy Messrs. O. H Cunninghams and

" J. B."Leverton: ‘Mr. Cunningham in vesponse to Mr. Elskamp's questioning *-:
" revealed that Clark. Industrial Services Inc. was utilized in picking up the ° :
spill, estimated to. be 2,000 gallons, and water used to clean up the: spﬂ]'area._ .

_Arubber gToves and covera'l'l goggles oL SR

- The work ‘was still in progress. The<chemical was identified as 15%. amine,i 10%
- NaCl, -aqueous 'sotution. . The contractors“lnvolved had been instructed to use '

7

Mr.- Red Morgan. local 1441 Stewart, . and Mr. Char’lie Phinney then joined the

conference. Mr. Phinney indicated ‘that two Carblde laborers had been assigned_

“the- job of washmg down the spﬂl area
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The agencies notified about the. sp111 1nc1uded the Texas City Po]1ce, u. S
Coast Guard, and Ga]veston County A1r Contro] Board. _

At approximately 2:40 p.m. the group left Bldg. 1 and went to the spill
location (route attached). Upon arrival two Carbide laborers were found
working in the vicinity of the spill, Mr. H. W. Bell and Mr. P. S. Christensen.
They were wearing rubber boots, gloves, slicker suits, glasses and hard -

hats. Mr. Elskamp held a private interview with Mr. Chr1stensen from 3:00 p.m.
until 3:30 p. m. (No union rep was present in the interview.)

Pictures were taken of the spill site by Mr. Monte Montague at the request
of Mr. Elskamp (see attached), and duplicate samples of residual water was
collected from the ditch adjacent to the spill area. _

At 3:45 p.m. the group returned to B]dg. 1. Mr.—E]skamp requested that he be
provided copies of the health information on amines from the UCC Reactive and
Hazardous Chemicals Manual, and indicated that he wou]d return when notified

that the 1nformat10n—was ava11ab1e.

Mr. Elskamp was then escorted to the receptionist area and left the plant

On November 3rd Mr. Elskamp was informed by this author by phone that the
information he had requested had been approved for release. Mr. Elskamp
returned to the plant on November 4th.at 10:00 a.m. and was escorted to:
Mr. J. B. Leverton's office where he was met by 0. H. Cunningham, A. P..
Yalcinkaya, Ed Agnew, Charlie Phinney, Red Morgan and this author. The:
information from the UCC Reactive and Hazardous Chemicals Manual was handed
to Mr. Elskamp and was 1dent1f1ed as Conf1dent1al - Trade Secret (wr1tten
request attached). :

Mr. Agnew identified thelsp111ed materia] .as 15% by weight ethyleneam1ne
that was belng transferred from Tank 3637, process surge tank, to 1ntermed1ate

storage prior to refining. ' } 3

It was noted that no.comp1a1nts had been d1rected to the Industrial Hyg1ene
Department concerning the spill cleanup, or to the Env1ronmenta1 Protection
Group from the contractors plcking up the spill. :

Mr. Elskamp then indicated that he, saw no problem with the manner in wh1ch

the spill had been handled and it would be his recommendation that no citations
be issued. He additionally indicated that the 11quid sample collected pn
10-29-80 would not be analyzed. ;

Mr. Elskamp then inquired as to the status of the conference room in the
cafeteria that had been the subject.of an informal complaint. Mr.. Elskamp
was informed that the conference room had been checked out and that: the
vent11at1on met current SHARE standards on industrial conference rooms.
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Mr. Elskamp was then escorted to the receptionist and left the plant at
11:00 a.m. ,

If there are any questions concerning this investigation, please contact
Kirk E. Martin at ext. 5589.

r . Martin

KEM:ir
Attachments
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is form is peovided for the ssistence of any complainant snd is not intended
to constitute the axclusive meens by which a complaint may be registersd
with the U.S Departrnant of Labor.

-Sec. 8(f) 11) of the Williams-Steiger Occupational Safety and Health Act. 29 U.S.C: 651, provides as follows: Any employees or ropresentative of emp!
who believe thet 8 violation of a safety or health standard exists that threstens physical harm, or that an imminent danger exists, may request an insp:
by giving notice to the Sacretary or his authorized representative of such violation or danger. Any such notice shall be reduced to writing, shall set

e with reasonable particularity the grounds for the notice, and shall be signed by the employess or representative of amployees, and a copy shall be pro
"" the employer or his agent no later than at the time of inspection, except that, upon request of the person givinm such notice, his name and the nan
N individual employees referred to therein shall not appesr in such copy or on any record published, released, or made available pursuant to subsection
K this section. #f upon receipt of such notification tha Secretary detarmines there are reasonable grounds to believe that such violation or danger exis
f.éﬁ shall make a specisl inspection in accordance with the provisions of this section as soon as practicable, to determine if such violation or danger exists. '
U Secretary ditermines there are no reasonable grounds to belisve that a violation of danger exists he shall notify the empioyesas or representative ¢

:_‘s,g employees in weiting of such determination. .

-

ﬁ NOTE: Sscton 11 (o) of the Act provides explicit protection for employees exercising their rights, including making safety and health cbmdaimx
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5 Region Received By Formet
3 . Non Formi

The undorsiynad fcheck one)

3 Other lspacity)

X1 Empioyew {0 Representative of Employees

believes that 3 violation at the following place of employment of an occupational safety or health standard exists which is » job safety or health hazard.

Employer’'s Name
UNION CARBIDE

.
.

Employer's Address (Street) I {City)
P. 0. BOX 471 : A . . :
{Searel {Zip Code) Tetephone
Texas City, TX 77590 945-7411

1. King of busingss :
chemical mfg. ,

2. Spacify the particular building or worksite where the alieged violation is located, including address.
outside of plant along eastside :

3. Specify the name and phona number of employer's agent(s) in charge.
Charlie Phiney, Supervisor :

~any
2
“e

4 - Discribe ureetly the hazard which exists theve including the approximate number of emplovess e«posed to or threatenad by such hazard.

T e e SO AT a0 T B R ST, D

l. No personal protective equipmént provided employees for cléean-up of chemical.

L e e

leaking into ditch along eastside of plant. Vapors are causing headaches
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and irritation of eyes.




