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“Less Vinyl Chloride
Exposure Is Opposed

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
plastics industry warns that

proposed government rules to-

drastically reduce workers' ex-
posure to a _cancer-causing
chemical could mean the loss
of 1.6 million jobs.

This was one of the points to
be made by the industry during
a week-long public hearing
opening today at the Labor De-
‘partment.

Thedepartment's Occupation-
al Safety and Health Adminis-
tration has proposed permanent
restrictions that would limit air
levels of vinyl chloride in
plants to less than one part per
million, or too small to be de-
tected. The current emergency
standard is_ 50 parts per mil-
lion.

Vinyl chloride, the foundation
for much of the modern plas-
tics industry, is the center of a
growing worldwide controversy
over its potential health hazard
to workers and possibly con-
sumers.

" The government imposed the
temporary emergency standard
after the discovery earlier this
year that exposure to vinyl
chloride may be a cause of a rae

‘form of liver cancer known as¥

anglosarcoma

. F. Goodrich Co. dis-
closed |n January that four
rworkers at its vinyl chloride
conversion plant in Louisville,
Ky., died from the disease.

Since then, 20 cases world-wide!

have been linked to workers at
plants where the vinyl chloride
gas is produced or converted
into polyvinyl chloride.

About 6.500 U.S. workers are
involved in making vinyl chlo-
ride and turning it into poly-
vinyl chloride, a solid plastic
used in countless products in-
cluding paints, pipes. floor
tiles, toys, food packaging,
phonograph records and cloth-
ing.

At first it was thought the
danger involved only the work-
ers at the first stage of the
“manufacturing process but sci-
‘entists have now turned up evi-
.dence indicating that as many
‘as 700,000 workers could be ex-
iposed to the danger.

A total of 95 witnesses, repre-
senting government. the medi-
cal community and the big
plastics and chemical manufac-
turers. have asked to testify at
the hearings.

The Society of the Plastics
Industry Inc. contends that if
the government’s proposed "‘no
detectable level” is adopted.
crarne nf plante will he fareed

to close immediately, resulting
in the loss of 1.6 million jobs at
a cost to the economy of $65
billion.

Labor - Secretary Peter J.
Brennan, in a statement issued
before the hearing, did not
comment on - the :industry's
claim of lost jobs.

*‘The purpose of this hearing
this week is to elicit additional
information from those in the
industry — employers and em-
ployes — and others concerning
the hazards from exposure to
vinyl chloride, the best means
of protection and the impact of
the proposed standard " Bren-
nan said.

Theé industry 'argues that
while it favors reducing work-
ers’ exposure “to as low a level
as possible,”” the proposed
standard is impossible to
achieve with today's engineer-|:
ing technology. ;

Industry sources indicated|
that the industry will propose
an exposure level below the}
current temporary level of 50
parts per million, but some-
what above the government's
proposed zero level.
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On Vinyl

¢Chlovide

Industry Urges

Reducing Controls

By DAVID HESS

Beacoen Jotrradl Washingto 1 Bureay

WASIHINGTON ~ Worning
of industry shutdowns if strict
controls on vinyl chlotide are
adopted, a spoxe:znian for the
plestics makers Tnesday
called for a phased reduction
of vinyl chloride particles in
the air in their plants.

Anton Vitlone, president of
B. F. Goodrich Chemical Co.
anel chairman of the Society
of the Plastics Industry Vinyl
Chloride commitice, testificd
al tae opening hearings on a
propused health and  exfety
standacd for vinyl chlunde
worknrs,

Vittgtie ascked the Federnl
Oceupational Safety and
Henalth Administration
((SHA) to phaze in a new
standard over the next three
years tather than put a per-
manent standard into effect
thiz Fall.

UNDER an evisting emer-
reney standard set in April
bv OSITA, vinyl chloride mik-
rrs must keep the chemisal
levels down te 50 parts per
mittion. ) ’

I.obor union officials and in-
dustrial  hveienists ureed

& OSHA 1o stick 10 a proposed

permanent  standoard, to zo
into effect in October, of ‘‘no
de.cctable lJevel” of vinyl
chleride in factory working
spaces,

Vittorie told Department of

f.ahor officals a! the hrarings
that “the propased permanent
standard is not technological-
ly feasible and, if adopted,
would shut down the indus-
try.” It coulil cost as many
as 2.2 anilliun jobs, industry
spokesman said,

Prolonged exposure o vinyl

chlciide has been closely

Jinked to a rare form of liver
cancer, as well as to other or-
ganic diseases, Twenty-one
deaths from liver cancer have
struck vinyl chloride workers.

PR, IVING Selikofl, medi-
cal professnrr at ML Sinat:
School of Medicine in New
York and a recrgnized au-
therity on industrial discaces,
told hearing examiners:

“Clinical examinations of
331 workers exposed to vinyl
chicride . demenstrated a
significant prevalence of liver
ahnormalities, peripheral vas-
cular (vein) changes and lung
ahrermalitics. The latter may
reilect exposure to polyvinyl
chloride dust, rather than to
the monomer gas.”’

Dr. H. F. Krayhill, a staifer

“at the Naticnal Carcer lncti-

tute, testified that experi-
ments with rats, mice a
hamsters by the Manufactu
ing Chemists Association als
linked vinyl chloride to liv
cancers at relatively low le
els of concentration in thfﬂ
air.
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