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AMSTERDAM, NEW YORK 12010 ¢ 318-843-3900

January 11, 1968

Mr. Fred Kiel

Owens Corning Fiberglas Corp.
717 Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Fred:

Enclosed please find the article discussed during
my visit of 4 January.

Many thanks for the opportunity to visit with you.
Best Wishes.

Very ﬁruly yours,

POLYPLY, INC.

Roger B. Knowles °
President

RBK/ah

Enc.

01 027 0379
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Rare,%atalCancerIsShowing Up
Among Those Handling Asbestos

' By Thomas O'I‘oolo) tn the United Gtates, more lioms. !v.en today,” doc;on
© Washiapies Puet §ieff Wrlter than half of whom did not[have troudle spotting it =

A fstal cancer of the ehestibegin working with asbestos whether theyre tning
apd sddominal cavities 18| ynti] 30 years ago. diagnose Jt in a person stil}

cropping up among the Na-| In terms of the numbder of
tion's asbestos workers. persons [nvolved, the apparent See ASBESTOS, AS, Col.
So rare that 20 yeary pgo It asbestos perll may be even
wasn't even fn the medical greater than that posed by
textbooks, the cancer ls called uranium mines. Last May
mesothelioma, and seems al-{Labor Becretary W. Willard
most peculill’ 10 "OP’C ex: Wirtz established the ‘u’“
posed (o ashentos. Federsl radistion Umiu for .
Bul oddly, those .mckgglunderground uranium mines
with the deadly disease in- following disclosurs that an
clude a purse whose fatheriestimated 115 men bhad gdled
'worked in an asbestos plant:{rom lung ecancer in 3 mining
and a min wbo handled as-!population maver higher than
bestos for po more than a)3600. :
month while he Insulated the] Mesothelioma was first spot.
plumbing in his own bouse. jlighted in 1960, when a South|
Any stiention the disease Africsn doctor found §7 cases
gels might come nmope loo dmong the people Uving and
soon More than | milllon tons working in the Cape of Good
of asbestos I8 consumed annu- Hope asbestos fields, The| .
ally these days In Lhe United same doctor turned up 87
States, with more than 3000 more cases Iy ths next two
separate uses being reported years.
for the fiber. There are st; Nobody knows how many
Jeast 100,000 asbestos workers Americans Bave bad mesothe
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bestos Workers ™ - -4

0 4be Junge, where they form *
runmy deposiis. This eaplaing «
bow sabestosls gers slarted,

and perhaps even lung cancer. '

YOS ¢

s have quned wp 71 gasen
0T TT ol Them ofipeared 1
bive had no rest adposure to
piwwlot, Bul e other o0
Yilber worked with mabestos,
Lvrd with prople who did ot
frved 10 peighborhoods where
oLhe alr was bearlly Jaden with
Mibestos dust, - .
*Tbe tirst dAmericen eiudy
e oot run in- 1904 by Dr.
Arvlig I, Bellkoff of New
York's ‘Mount Sinal Hosplia),

B

coanecUo) ith asotsiop e3
Posuses,(wa turned gui fo be
slmetl  bizacre, One was- o
Swiss cheeoemaker, wha work.
ed slmost his entire ife
around & large boilet " cove
ered with asbestos Insutation

“[What flaked off st the tauch.

Another was & worcker Ip o
brywery, whers beer 14 {1l
tered  throeugh pulp flilters

substance " That  bulids up

[around the- asbeslns” fihws. -
lodred tn the lung esn cause * |
cances, elsewhere {n the bodv,
Bul how does {1 do 117 Nobody:
[knows, :
- ‘Because It 4 auch s new and *
ile undersiood disras,,
mesolhelioms s aisn cresting

some  perious . soclal  end

made essendally of cotion

problems.

NG state flsts the disease n
s workmes compemation
laws, s0 nobody afflicted with
10 can be pald damages for his *
sUlicdon. Ives pow, the first «
(et cases 2.« in the eourts,
where the) may concelvably
18y for Uhe next 8 10 10 years.

Thé fact that nobdody knowy
bow much exposure 10 ssbes
log can bring on the, disense N .
her created controversy, too. ° , . . o I ’, .

- Most lawy stipulaie that oa-[fub of places to tind out more'to the dlsease’ He's doing 5 telale ta an  sarlee s
bestos kess-do. T Do TT e T MUY WX RS anl Ieom TR TS e N
'W"m:h'“ ""ﬂ’c “'ltl:! “’M Sinal's Dr. Selikoff 13 now con- l‘-pemnkcnb Union, iblc:. Emd, o1  Ruhisnd, '\\a:
mare e ve million pap ‘vepreaents tbe arbeston wor “1"Yhe  health prodlem in
bt‘l,:l :! :l!b:sl;u dust pelr. 8:& :::::anm’::‘“::f '::Mlx:: ers io (he New -:'nr.v PIWRL fytute may he very extens

r. . : . -
::Atcm::voln.w:u’::::u tl: Workers Ualon in "":‘"‘""""-Drﬁ B::::t‘::g:' celting the M;'n;::;?vl: may b true.
dustey fourht years to get sp4l2 New Vark. The hiladel. maney. 0, Boruw wry W ¢ many docinrs think, What
proved. - : iphis lacal pf the rame Union gropmsations befere he COL M rakes 20 years of expasure
dbhut -'u"t ;nr’::heljom:. the h'.:». l'-ln"l? [ liﬂ’-u;:r Ffulﬂ:h «including the .:m;‘;lga; 3 h.lr vbrmu, u':' bﬂrmz on“IV:~

eane mipht beotpht on|w shacmen Hospital 10 cor Soclely sn ¢ Fublis raees of 1 Ieane.
by expacure 10 81 Nille a3 one-juncover more Information. 1iealth Serviee,~ = 14 0. save 10, Norwood, “)s:
lenth ar one-hundredth thatl  Middlesex General's Dr.° Some  dacineed Ihink _the numbers of malicnaners s

Trecing thwe Lves of 2 New'
YVork ares members of the
~Asbestor Workers Unlon wholls the most receat one—eon-{
¥tre on the uniog rolls belore [ducted by 2 f¢srn of doelots
Jan. 1, 1643, Dr. Seliicet! found /Wheking  out ‘of - Middiesex:
AhAL 238 of them hid died by |Ceoeral Honspital in ' New
Jan. 1,108, . Brunswick, NJ., & few miles
Some of what he found diditrom the Nation’s largeal as
ol surprise hin. For example,|bestos plast. one that emplors
12 of the 233 died of wsbes-[3000 wackers,: . — AT
1enls, 3 loog-kmowa bui de-| In the past ifee Jears, no
Sxssingly falal (du§ 16 any.|fewer than 19 cases of meso
biolkcr) dlease brought- on by[lhrboma passed (hrough Mid:
) ing-fo-ssbesros] ale-Onlv—swo—ot
dust. the 19 were not workers ol
But Dr. Selikotf also found{the nesrby ssdesiog plant,
thet 45 ol the men had diedjone & woman who apparently
of lung cavcer, & rate 6.8 times|inbaled . ssvesios ‘dust 0 lapn.
higher than that {n the nor.idering - bee - hushdad's work
mal. adult male - populsilon.|clothes, - the - pecond .0  #plh.
Even more surprising, heitter who live‘d' one - block
found  five deaths due tniffom the plant’, -
merothelioma, s b relotively “mew” discase,
DA Seliholf When launchedimesotheliona is also ane of
¢ followon study of 307 con-the most difficult diseases to

fiber and as los. .
The mosttonvincing study
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throughout ihe whole Norts.
S A to- s yeTprive e
tumed up 10 desths due to
‘mesothéloma, . S... -
About the sime’ time, ihe
Pennnivania  Eiste Depart-
meat of Health began a dlind
study to find how mesathe
tioms might be atfecting the
toore than 5000 asbestos work.
€73 scatiered aduut the siate.
- The Depattmeny sent ques-
Gonnaires o 362 hospitels <4n
the* southeastern part of the
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Tesearch Mo begun

T in » hand..ing_exhibit to bring aliention aansine ow heinzuce Hwyre (o

saye-thet-cvern
Lthe most potent cnl.lunccr;
drugs beve, ne effect_or. it
About distion treat.:
ments do, be sayz, N remove:
some of the fluld that bullds!
up in the Juogtfrom the dis.
este.

*The disease is 100 per cent
{naL" Dr. Borow slates, “and
wually takes Jess thae & yesr
after _diagoosis: 1o Tyn lis
{pouse.” . a
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some a1bestos workers and not
olhers. or why seme vielims of
the disease get it aficr an ap.
parently mild exposure 1o as
‘bestos. The Univernity of Mich.
igan School of Medicine cites
one case of & man who was ex.
pused 1o asdestos for sbout .
month while he Insulated hix:
house. Six yesrs dater, he was*
idead of mesothedioma,

Even~ the nature of the
tisease s Jitle undersiond
While L & generelly known
that the discares silacks the
1iting of the chest end 2hén.
mea, robody * knows _how it
eels there, *

teors, oll mc'sq:hé[nomu diag-|
1oy, between 1958 and 1963

“Back, came 42 documented
camel ot 3he diresse, anly 11 of
which could—not be 1raced 10
ashestos cxposure. -

Ten vieums.af the -discace
turned out 1n be men who
worked In asbestos  plants,
Light were people wha dived
Ne3r 21beetos plants mast of
their Yves: Thiee were mem.
hers of Tamilies who hag one
BT more a5beslns worker mem.
hort-'-_a. lg\'gurld, Lirl. whase
$the? ‘was sd_ushestos, en.
Finter, 8 nures whose faiher v oL |
£ worked fafas Yearvin an: When swhestns dust i n
#desion plant and a womanthalcd, the fibess get \rspped,
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