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August 26, 1973

Mr. B, Duffy

v.S. Gypaum Co.

101 South ¥Wacker Drive
Chicago, I1linois

Dear Sir:

1 have used your company's products for several years. Most recently,

- 1 have been making extenslve use of your "Texolite Spackling Putty", a5 in
June I bought a €ifty yeor old house vwhich has mexy ecracked walls

poldings. I also removed gn 0ld medicine chest and £illed the resulting epace
with plaster and & surface conting of spackle. Ta all this work I have uvsed
a dicc sander to give a smooth Tinish prior to painting.

On Saturday evening, August 23rd, I was astounded to hear on am evening
TV newscast o werning that some spackling compoumas contain asbestos £idbers,
and aitvising the piblic mob to sand these coopounds due to likely injurious
consequencesa

On Monday worning I called the U,8. Consumer Products Safety Cormission
for verification of the focts mentioned on the progral. They verificd the
fact that your product did indeed contain esbestos, and that they wers

Sinai Hospitel's School of Tavirommental Medicine which pointed out the serious
dangers to the public lurking in spackling compounds Gus to their asbestos
content. )

Dy this time deeply concerned aod sngry st what I hed learned, I contacted
tha School of Medicine and talked to Dra. Selikoff end Rohl, two of the resesrch
teom which had worked on the psbestos study. Taey both sgrecd that samples

of your compony's spa;cklingcon;poxmdthst they hed tested had shovm & VO high
asbestos content, often ag zuch ai 104. By now extremely worried, I de%ﬁg
£y nsege ofyourpro&mtandeskedfbrmogmionmwhatpossﬁ:lehamcould
have been caused by Hm® ingestion into my lings of the asbestos fibars fron

44, They replied that, although it is ¥mown to ba carcinogenic, there is no
estanlished tolerance level for this minerel. A1} that 4s knoun is that the
wives and children of asbestos workers have contracted tumora %ﬁm
coming in conteck with the clothing of these workers, which contain

g A5sunis Of Bebestos Qust. Ihey S Ther miated That even minute gpounts of

O ahestos ingested Toto The lungs were carcinogenic time bombs, whose possibly
dcadly effect might not beccme evident for twenty yoars or morC. They advised
metorﬁscontimzausenfycurprodmmtatcwe.
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I find it didficult to believe that a major campeany such as yours could
be so callous and indifferent to the public zafely as to put on the market
a product loaded with a carcinogenic agent without any written warning es to
its potentlally deadly contents end proper use. Beceuse of what I must
essume to be your company's indifference to our velfare, myself end my wife,
who 1s four months pregment, as well as countless others who hove used your
product, have wwittingly been exposed to an extremely hacardous substance.,

¥hat I would like ansucred by you sir, as director of your corporation's
policies, are the following: -

1. ¥erc you personally sware that your compamny's "Texolite” Spackling
Putty conteined high percentages of asbestos flbers?

2. Were you avare thet asbestos has been found, in several povernmental
and independent studies to be indisputedbly a carcinogenic asgent,
and .that wide publicity hes been glven to these findings in the
various publiec media?®

I belleve sir, in the light of what has occured; that I am entitled %o
a prorpt end forthright answer to these questions.

YVery truly yours,

Ralph Georgalis
16 North Road :
Creat Neck, liew York 11024

RGixrs
ce: U.S. Consumer Products Safety Comnission



