Jossop Produsts, Inc., .
545 Fifth Avenue,

Now ‘zo:-k City. o | ;ttentiom Br. R, A Corem
Dear 371‘: e R o |
I have your letter af Deeember 29, comerning information on the

subject of lead poisoning, Perhepes I can give you a few words
of informatlion which wmay be useful to you.

The commlttee of the American Public Health Associatibﬁ, of
vhich SI sm chairman, is engaged in the preparation of a report
vhich will appear in due time and vhich will bring this sub.
jeoct up ta date. It will be some time before this report is
available. I should say in sll frankness, that vhen it does
appear, it will be of litile practical use to you in way of in-
formation on lead poisoning, as brought about by the sbsorption
of lead compounds through the skin. The fact is that with the
exception of tetraethyl leed and s few related compounds that at
present are curliosities, leed compounds do not penetrate the
skin in significant gquantities, It is possible that this is not
atrictzy true with regard to hiz*sute akin areas., There are &
few facts which would seem to indicate that the hair or the hair.
folllcle can absord inorgenic lead compounds and transmit them
through ‘f‘che skin into the body, The evidence for this, in my
opinion, 1is not good, and I do not believe 1t is true, .0On the
other }mpd the facta would have t¢ be worked out by suitable
ental meens before one could be certain, In’ general,

y» I think it 1s falr to say that if we were concerned
tha problem of lead absorption through the skin from
8, ve would be very little concerned about any dangers
',herein.. Perhaps greater dangers arige from the con-
nation " of: the skin and the hair with lsad compounds, -
this bri mging sbout contamination of the hands, There is also
some danger in the case of mathars with small children, ,

Quite apart from the aetual facta involved, there is n very con-—
sidersble antagonism in public health civeles for hair dyes that

contain poisonous mineral elements: This is true, of course, of
cosmeti ,}a in general. A great many difficulties have occurred
througl‘h‘i he use of cosmetics containing poisonous materials, and
the rest t has been to build up & groat prejudice sagainst poison-
ous ingredients; first, because they are unnecessary, and second,
because Yy are potents ally dangerous., Because of thls feeling,
which 1t most certain to lead to difficulties on the part of

the d1 nmtora ‘of such cosmetics, these materials should be

point ‘of view, with pa.rticule.r reference to the dangers of lead

avoide% * 1t is possidble, In view of the present prevailing




poisoning, I aheuld be loathe to dism'buta 8 praduet of this
kind, aontgining as much as one percent of lead, You have ﬁx;at.

‘asked opinion on this, but I give 1t to you as one wh
%g in t.'..an to racognize the trend in point of view .n‘ ‘
hese e

ﬁespﬁ;e thig point of view; hovever,

Ahore 18 11ttle or no danger of ab_gorpmg
. b the am cf the xcalp, as’
lm z.%“a hl» & e.
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Dr. Robert A Kehoe,f%?:i?.;a,=i:i:f}ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ?s
University of Cincinnati LT e
Cincinnati Ohio, S

De?r Doctor:

‘ - I am adv1sed by the Amerlcan Public
Health Associetion, 1790 Broadway, New York City, that
yoﬁ are Chalrman of the Lead Poisoning Committese,

We have a copy of a book publlshod by
them, deted 1930 on lezd poisoning.

- I am writing to askvif there is any
recent data? ‘

We sre manufacturers of a hair color
re§torer and the product contains ons per cent (1%) of
1ead

: " Wnat we would like to havse ‘in partic-
ular is anything ‘perteining directly to us or on the
suﬁjoct of lead poisoning through the °kin.

if you have any pamphlets for sale
on: this subject please be good enough to lét us know
thé cost thereof as we would like to buy the same.

i

Vary truly yours,

B : | o JnSSOP PROD Tb INC

of’cre'c.ary.

AR  Neo9Lor
R

YE 0001930 T




