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t s®La s t  Friday e fte rao o n  B i l l ..t la-v,* irirruio l
conce rn ing a Üe xics n  who bad bajsn-aisad a s  a labor&c; by  
co as t  O i l  Cosssoay fo r  a tank a t  Sto e te to nV/
In c id e n ta l l y , th e  Co ne t Oi l / t^s p s u y  i  &a  jo b b e r. I  m . 
a t ta ch in g , h e re to , Mr, o reppr^ oa the  n a t te r .

< ••• •’■ ' ./
Supplementing S i H H  v o p o f t y  a h  q u ick ly  as 

p o s s ib le  I  talspfconed to  o ur Um jXodl Department In  Cin ­
c in n a t i  ta lk in g  w ith Dr. SsuadSirjtf, who re que s te d th a t we 
hare  the  a t te n d in g^h ^^p -lp n  to Vfhe  Mexican -  a l ;r . ik>lnb©rg  
te le phone  h ia  t ^e .y 'io l lo v d i ig^ o n i iS^^  Dr. Go ldbe rg  was? out 
o f town u n t i l  Ifotiday. \  \

i )’ » V
Be l ie v in g  th a t  t h i s  s i tu a t io n  should no t he l e f t 

to  rid©  coy lo n ge r  than «ne Afde se ary» I  asked l?r. Si  o ve rt 
to  go t ho ld ofSils?. Ho d in ,yö yp »r in te n d e n t fo r  Co sat Oi l  
Company, and h s W 'Hlra ta l k  d i r e c t  w ith Dr. Sstmdor»«
Mr.^Flo d l^s n d  were advise d by Dr. Saunders to
d ^ 't» th in g  but keep track o f  the  Mexican and re po rt If  he 
showed any synö ipe a o f  becoming i l l  a ga in .
/ /  \  \

’i ’

/ /
Tours very t r u ly ,

/

P i. '*& -  T?» sfn **v *3. ym. isagaer

C C - a iT .  0 .  b . Lew is 
cc-Br. L. ? . esunders.
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A ugust 1 6 , 194.3

Memorandum on R e p o r t  o f  I l l n e s s  i n  Tank C le a n e r

On F r i d a y ,  A ugust 13 Mr. c a l l e d  .

f rom  Los A nge les  and r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a M exican l a b o r er  had 

become i l l  a f t e r  c le a n in g  l e a d e d  g a s o l i n e  s t o r a g e  ta n k s  an d  

t h a t  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c ia n  had made a d i a g n o s i s  of  

’’p ro b a b le  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g . ” The man was employed by  th e  

C oast O i l  Co. a t  S to c k to n ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  Mr. F ran k  F lo d in  

i s  i n  ch a rg e  o f  th e  t e r m in a l .

I n d u s t r i a l  H is to r y

The man whose i l l n e s s  i s  r e p o r t e d  was one o f  f i v e  

men who c le a n e d  f o u r  7500 b b l .  t a n k s .  The c le a n in g  was 

s t a r t e d  S a tu r d a y ,  A ugust 9 and co m p le ted  A ugust 12 . The 

work was o b se rv e d  by  Mr. W. H. S i e v e r t  I n  i t s  e n t i r e t y 

th e  f i r s t  two days and i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  on th e  f o l l o win g  d a y s .

Mr. S i e v e r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a l l  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  were c a r r i e d  

o u t  c o r r e c t l y  and f a i t h f u l l y  w i th  th e  p o s s i b l e  e x c ep t io n  .

t h a t  a f t e r  p resu m ab le  th o ro u g h  c le a n in g  had  been  a cc o m p l ish e d  

th e  l a s t  p ro c e d u re  o f  sw eeping up re m a in in g  w a te r  and 

s ludge, w i th  saw dust was done w i th o u t  m asks.

H i s t o r y  o f  A s s o c ia te  W orkers

One man ou t o f  th e  re m a in in g  f o u r  became n a u s e a te d  

and vom ited  th e  f o u r t h  (? )  day b u t  had no known o t he r  symptoms 

and r e c o v e r e d  r a p i d l y .  No symptoms were r e p o r t e d  i n th e  

o t h e r  t h r e e .  No d i f f e r e n c e  i s  known t o  have  e x i s t e d i n  

e x e c u t i o n  o f  p r o c e d u r e ,  o b se rv a n c e  o f  r u l e s  o r  t im e s p e n t  

on jo b  i n  th e  f i v e  men.
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H ls to r y  o f  I l l n e s s

I t  has n o t  been  p o s s i b l e  to  d e te rm in e  w i th  any 

a c c u ra c y  o r  c o m p le te n e ss  t h e  sym p tom ato logy . D r. L eap o ld  

G o ld b e rg , th e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  man .

a p p e a re d  to  be d ru n k en  b u t  t h a t  he c o n v in c ed  h im s e lf  t h a t  

th e  i n t o x i c a t i o n  was n o t  a l c o h o l i c .  The m an 's  fo reman s t a t e d  

t h a t  t h e r e  was marked in so m n ia .  He d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  th e r e  

was any  d i s o r i e n t a t i o n  o r  m an ia .  There were no p a in s o r  

g a s t r o - e n t e r i c  symptoms r e p o r t e d .

D i s p o s i t i o n

Mr. wagner was r e q u e s te d  t o  have  D r. G o ldberg  

c a l l  I n  o r d e r  t h a t  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  and p o s s i b l y sam p les 

cou ld  be o b ta in e d .

On S a tu rd a y  A ugust 1I4. Mr. S i e v e r t  c a l le d ,  and r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  D r. G o ldberg  had l e f t  town and c o u ld  n o t  be r e ac h e d .

By t h i s  t im e  th e  p a t i e n t  was f e e l i n g  much b e t t e r  and 

e x p e c te d  to  r e t u r n  to  work A ugust l 6 .  Mr. S i e v e r t  was 

a d v is e d  t h a t  the  p a t i e n t  sh o u ld  be k e p t  u n d e r  o b s e rv a t i o n  

and i f  any  symptoms r e t u r n e d  th e  l a b o r a t o r y  sh o u ld  be 

In fo rm ed  a t  o n ce . I f  r e c o v e ry  seemed to  be com ple te and 

no symptoms r e t u r n e d ,  th e  c a se  sh o u ld  be d ro p p e d .

Comment

Due to  la n g u a g e  d i f f i c u l t y  th e  d o c to r  d id  n o t  know . 

t h a t  th e  p a t i e n t  had c le a n e d  a t a n k .  He b e l i e v e d  t ha t  the  

ex p o su re  had o c c u r re d  i n  f i l l i n g  a  ta n k .  A b lo o d  cou n t  i s  

s a i d  to  have  been  done and t h a t  th e  r e s u l t  su p p o r ted  the  

d i a g n o s i s .  The two c o n ta c t s  w i th  D r. G o ldberg  were a t th e  

o f f i c e .  The p a t i e n t  a p p a r e n t l y  re m a in e d  a m b u la to ry  and
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a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  a d v is e d  to  go t o  bed. The c h a rg e  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  o f f i c e  v i s i t  was §17.50 and f o r  th e  second  § 8 .0 0 .

H i s t o r y  o f  e x p o su re  a s  u n d e rs to o d  by th e  d o c to r  

would n o t  s u p p o r t  a d i a g n o s i s  o f  l e a d  i n t o x i c a t i o n .

An a c u te  i n t o x i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  k in d  would i n  a l l  

p r o b a b i l i t y  show no b lo o d  changes p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t he  t im e 

o f  th e  o b s e r v a t i o n .

Im p re s s io n

The i l l n e s s  was p ro b a b ly  due to  th e  a b s o r p t i o n  '

o f  g a s o l i n e  o r  l e a d  v a p o rs .  The m eager h i s t o r y  as  o b tain e d  

would su p p o r t  e i t h e r  d i a g n o s i s .  The a p p a r e n t  r a p id  r e c o v e ry  

would t e n d  to  su p p o r t  a  d i a g n o s i s  o f  g a s o l i n e  I n t o xi c a t i o n .

L e s te r  W. S a n d e rs ,  M.D.

K E  0021219


