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PO _PUPLIC RAZARD PROM LFAD SFFN,
YUSXIE SUMCOMMITTEE ON POLLUTION TOLD

Vashirgton -- From results of extecsive sclestific investigsticos,
"I can positively assert that lesd ccostitutes oo public health bazard in
America today,” Pelix Z. Vormser, former president ¢ Leead Industries
Asscciation, today to0ld the Senate Public Vorks Subcommittee om Alr and
Vater Pollutica.

Mr. Vormser quoted from W4 Americsn Medlcal Associsticn's Pebrusry
1966 statenent vhich, on the basis of "vast clinicel evidence,” concluded
thet “tLe gesersl pudlic s not pov, Dor 1o the Limediate future, fecing &
1404 dazerd.”

"Bor 40 1ead anti-knock compounds influecce the formation of photochenical
nog,” be stated, citing studles by the Midwest Pesearch Institute.

+ Be also clted o recontly completed study by the World Bealth Organisaticn
cctducted 1o 16 ccuntries, including the United States, that found there has
been 1o incresss tn 1aad contsatlnation in the last tvo deondes, e

"Yore 18 koowe edout the biological effects of lesd thea about aleost
Any oAher Alr-Dorne substance,” sald Mr, Vormser, & former Assietant Cecrelary
of the Istertor for Kineral Meources, “It 1o coe of the moet Yhoroughly

investigatesd arvas tn the field of afr pullutico and beslth ,,. There is

(ncre)




probadly no metal about vhich s0 much 18 Jnov in relatico to Ladividual end
gonaral health .., Nevertheless ccotisued research on lesd and its significance
to huran belrngs 1s necessary and Sesirsdble and 1s being carried out.®

The lead industry itself has been in the forefront in stizulating and
supporting resssrch co 1ead in industrial and envircomental exposures, be
said, “Health apd safety are matters of parsacunt importance to us ip the
1ead industry.”

Mr. Wornser's statement, prepared for delivery defore the Muskis
Bdcomittee corducting hearings oo air pollutica, ves glvea oo behalf of
the Lead Industries Asscciation, conprised of both producers and coosumers
of lsed, includiog moufacturers of lead anti-knock cospounds. He discussed
Tesearch relating o the use of lesded gasoline in sutcmotive vehicles.

teed antl-knock compounds, be sald, grestly ixprove the efficlency of
fuel, aaXing possidle bigh compressicn engines, and also preserve “s preciocus
oatursl rescurce, petroleus, by sakirg gsscline go much further thas it would
vithout these additives.”

He sald the matler of lesd additives bas deen carefully wvatched since
1526 wvhen aa expert ccemities of e Surgecn Cenersl of the U.8. reported
there vas “00 batard to the pudlic 1o the uee™ of such campounds..

A Rb11o Health Corvice repurt fn 1963 sgsin confirmed “the fact that
lead content of the air 1s lov and dors mt constitule & public health hazard,”®

Nr. Vormser sald, The findinge shoved 0o Inrreass in he [ast 3 yeare in lesd

ccocentraticca 1o the air of *Lres pajor U0, otties o= loe Angelon, Mhiladelhis,

and Ciroinnatt,

(More)




E
B
4

.3 LZAD INDUSTRIZS ABSOCIATION, INC,

*In one city, Cincinnati,” bhe pointed out, "the trend in fact has beem
dowmward since the late 1540's, shoving that incressed gasoline use doss not
pecessarily Tesult in incressed concentratico of lesd in the air.” A
Mr. Vorsssr told the Camittes that "lesd possesses \nique physical
qualities bich meXe it sn effective metal in important socisl, public safety,
sod utilitarisn uses. Ascng these are rsdistico shfelding from the X-rey
ToOR tOo stamic sorrgy installstions, insulating dulldings against nolses
and vidrations, providing pecksged pover in the form of storsge detteries ....
"For these reascos, & full understanding of any relaticoship of leed to
the health of the pecple vorkicg in the lesd {ndustries sod of the gepersd
publio is essential,” Mr. Voraser sald., The leed Industries Assccistion

a5d4 its sesbers are continuing t0 conduct aod support rescarch to “lesrn

everything possidle” about lead frua he standpoint of pudblie Frotectiom.




