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by
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The use of lead by the arms and ammunition Industry has shown a
steady increase. Most of the consumotion has been by sportsmen,
According to the Internationa) Lead and Zinc Study Group, the ammunf-
tion {ndustry used 45.8 thousand short tons of lead in 196)1; 1t went
to 47.8 in 1962; 1t further increased to 49.9 in 1963: and 1n 1964 1¢
Jumped to 56.5 thousand short tons.

Last year was a good sales year for the majority of comoanies,
both in sporting arms and ammunition. Genera) reports for the first
part of 1965 indicate that sales for the year may pass 1964,

There are 2 nymber of reasons for the {ncreased consumptfon of
ammunition. In the past 2N years in America the number of hunters
has doubled. 1In the last decade there has been a boom {n reloading
by individuals and clubs: the devoted shooter, who uses & qreat many
rounds ., can shoot cheacer by reloadina. A prosverous society, with
more lefsure time, has meant an increase in the number of skeet and
trap shooters. More and more snortgsmen clubs have built ranges for
rifle and pistol shooting. Private enternrise, in the form of shooting
preserves, has resulted fn more than 2,200 private and commercial
aress being opened: 46 states now allow preserves to operate with
seasons of from five to nine months,

There has been a general mess exodus from the metronolftan complexes
for weekends and vacations outdoors. # percentage of these people enjoy
a variety of shooting. There has 2lso been &n increase in competitive
shvoting: over 2,700 shooters entered the Grand American trap shoot at
Vandalia, Ohto, last year. There sre few narticipant sports anywhere
in the world that attract this many competitors,

Becsuse of improved wildlife management techniques, many wildl{fe
species are more abundant than ever before. There are more deer in
America than when the white man came. The mourning dove is now the
number one game bird in Amerfca; nearly 20 million are harvested each
year with no damage to the breedina flock. Many spectes, such as elk
and antelopa, have made dramatic comebacks. In fact, no game species

. in America is in danger of being over-harvested.

*Fresented at tne annual meeting of the Lead Industries Associat{on,
Inc. at Drake Hotel, Chicago, April 28,
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What are some of the problems facing the shootina {ndystry today?
The hunter, esoecfally in high-population states, may have troudle
finding open land on which to hunt. Part of this s being overcome

by the purchase of lands by state game departments: this is pafd for
by the hunter through hfs purchase of 1icenses and tags. The federal
government has several programs, including land acquisition, that will
provide more hunting space. A1l of these progra=ms were instigated by
sportsmen who recognized the problem of open space years aqo.

There are not enough shootina ranaes near the metrovolitan centers.
Meny natfional organfzations, nrivate enterorise and clubs are working
to solve this problem. A place to hunt and shoot In America 13 2
definite prcblem facing the American sportsman but not an insolueble one,

The major problem facing the world of recreatfional shooting 4s the
continual harassment of sportsmen by politicians who enter bflls to
restrict the ownership and use of sporting firearms and ammunitfon. So
far this year, more than 300 bills have been entered in state legis-
latures and Congress which would hamper the law-abidina sportsman,

No one questions the fact that there is a crime nroblem {n America.
The shooting industry, above everyone else, realizes that the criminal
misuse cf firearms 1s a regqretable and deplorablec situatfon. But the
fact that a crininal uses a firearm to commit a crime has no connectionm
v;th :he more than 20 million respvonsible citizens who enjoy recreations)
shooting.

Some politicians, who would 1{ke to abolish firearms ownership,
try to link criminzls and sportsmen in a web of quilt because of the
assocfation of firearms. There are now about 20,000 federal, state,
county and city laws and ordinances on firearms alrcady on the books.
Yet some lawmakers do not think this {s enough.

For years, sportsmen and the shcoting industry have asked that
laws be rewritten and aimed at the criminal risuse of firearms. We
have also asked that the courts be stricter in enforcing laws now on
the books. The F.B.l. recently renorted that nearly R0 percent of all
crimes committed were by persons with a orevious criminal record. During
the past four years there were 168 policemen killed by firearms. Seventy-
nine percent of the oeople involved in these homicides had criminal
records. A large percentage were out on parnle. Why ¢o the sociologists
and criminologists turn these hardenerd criminals lose to orey on society?

The shooting industry 18 in favor of mandatory nenalties for persons
who use a firearm in the commission of a crime: the wendatory sentence
would be in addition to the time required by law for that particular
crime. If new laws are needed, the industry believes that the best
approach is that the laws be aimed at criminal misuse without any
infringement on the rights of law-abiding citizens. Such bills are
now entered in the leaislatures of California, Texas and I1limofs.

Fep. Robert Casey has a similar bi11 fn Congress now, H.R, 5642,

Some politicians have entered bills in Congress and the states
which would eventually lead to the abelishment of all recreational
shooting. While perhaps honestly trying to aet at criminals, they have
encompaised the sportsmen. These bills do not use the term “sbolishment®
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but that is what would happen. 1t {s easy te wrao the sportsmen in 8o
much red tape that it is almost imoossible for him to own and use &

€@ firearm. Philadelphia recently nassed an anti-firearms bi11 so restrictive
that & non-resfdent cannot even drive through the city with ¢ .41
shotgun locked 1n his trunk. To cbtain a permit for a tarqet rifle,
sn applicant must be subjected to the same treatment as a criminal; he
{s fingerprinted, mugged, and investigated. It takes weeks of fightinmg
red tape for the most respected cit{izen to obtain a firearas permit,
Although most crimes committed with firearms are handguns or concealables,
the Philadelphia ordinance incrludes sporting rifles and shotguns as well,
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i The hunter today fs subjected tec city, county, state and federal
firearms laws. In addition, he mrust know the firearms laws of his state
game department and those of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
hunter i3 almost compelled to be a lawyer to keer from {nadvertently
violating some law. Yet lawmakers are crying for more laws. 1f the
American hunter is harassed mych more, he will quit recreational shoontinm
rather than submit to this deluge of requlations and bureaucratic red
tape. X

The dedicated shooter in America fears registraticn of firearms.
He knows that the history of reafistraticn the world over has lead to
confiscation. He knows from a score of countries that registratiom
eventually leads to abolishment of ownershir and use of firearms,

stk hsmensnnissiilision

The shooter knows that §f registration is voted into law the nolfce

will be ¥n charge of administration. He has thousands of historical
. reasons to fear police control. When police are given registration
powers they become judges and not enforcers of laws. Registration
means that the police would have the authority to say whe could and
could not own a sporting firearm, If there is the merest shadow of
doubt about an applfcant, the natural tendency s for the police to
say "mo."

How far do the anti-firearms neonle want to qc? In the Massachusetts
Legislature last year 2 di1) was entered which would have reauired that
each hunter store his firearm at the cnrurthcuse. Whenever he wished
to hunt he would go to the courthouse, f111 out a form stating where
he weuld be hunting and when he would be back, and he wruld then be
"loaned" his own gun. Fcrtunately this bil1 did not oass.

The worst bi)) now before Congress is $.1592, entered by Senator
Dodd, of Connecticut, as an administration bfll., Without mentioning
the word "registration,” this bill would give the Sacretary of the
Treascry complete powers 3f registration, It weuld sten all mafl-order
sales of firearms to consumers. Senator Nodd has succeeded 1n making
*mail-order® a dirty word, despite the fact that wany old-lire respectable
houses such as Sears, Montgomery Ward and Abercrombie and Fitch ship
sporting firearms in comnpliance with 211 laws., This bill, {¢ passed,
would completely put out of business mcre than 4007 . < that make custom
‘firearms, receivers and conversions,

By tncreasing the dealer's license fee 100 times--not 100 nercent--
more than 8,000 smal)l dealers would be forced to quit handlinqg firearws
and ammunition.
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"It would te difficult for o Qun owner 0 ship hig firearm for ~— °~
redafrs, to ship to another state for hunting, or to carry Ais Qun
into Mextfco or Canada for hunting. No nerson could ifmport a firearm
1f the Secretary of the Treasury thought 1t would be contrary to the
publfc Interest. There are no adequate provisions for the 750,000
pecple who collect firearms., An individual who miaght reload his owa
smmunition and sell part of it to a frierd would have to buy a $1,000~
1icense. For 20 pages, $S.1592 harasses the resoonsible manufecturer,
dealer and sportsman, But it never aets to the heart of the svpnosed
reason for the bill--crime prevention. It (s aot aimed at crisinmal
misuse of firearms but uses the powers of fnterstate commerce as yet
another bureaucratic centralization of more vower in Washington.

Co-signers of $.1592 are Semators Joseoh Tydinas, Maryland: Vance
Hartke, Indfana: and Rodert Kennudy, New York. Hearinas on the bill
will start the weck of May 17 before the Subcommittee on Juvenile
Delinquency of the Judiciary Committee. Senator Dodd will preside as
chairman over the hearings on his own i)Y,

Peonle who have no interest in recreational shootino will ghow 14tt
or no concern for $.1592, Vet this b111, 1f passed, will be ¢ fTurther
penetration into the bleeding side ¢f ’mericin froedom, It will bDe
another federal envelopment of states rights. It will be ancther victer)
for those who believe every transaction of American busincss must be
controlled by Washington.

The soorting arms and ammunition fndustry 48 1n a strange nosfition.
It contributes greatly to the ecoacmy and recredtion of the natfom bat
some lawmakers want to abolish the tndustry.

Hunters in America pour $1.5 bfllion into the economy each year,
such of 1t in depressed areas. Spcrtsmen, who have been leaders {a
conservation for decades. sunoort the state qame denartments which are
charged by law to care for all wildiife, Hunters spend over $150 willfon
a year on the management of wildlife. The shooting fndustry supports
thcusands of workers all over America. M™More than 20 a{ll{on honest
citizens participate in recreational shooting.

The shooting industry had a acced sales year in 1962 and 1965 could
:e 2etter--lf the 1ndustry and snortsmen do not get legislated owt of
usiness.

The industry and sportsmen are fcrtunate 1n having many legqislators
who are wise and true friends. We will need the help of all cur friends
1f we are to survive against the onslaughts of those who believe that
more laws automatically solve any nrodblem--those who are devoted to anm
all-consuming government.




