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Asbestos in Talc

1 reviewed the correspondence submitted by CTFA®"s Dr. Escrin at the
meeting of the CT"FA Talc Subcommittee with the FDA on March 15 and
would like to submit the following comments:

-FAK

~To-f M~ rone Associates, a consulting laboratory, evaluate
0” 1/0 talc samPles by x-ray diffraction (X-RD) . Since
19M, 250 samples have been evaluated in-house by differential
thermal analysis (DTA) and by infrared spectroscopy (IR) for
Lremolite. This amount of analytical work appears to confirm
Avon s statement that essentially every shipment of talc is
7ele™ A diinclt 3mQw._hbftthfa— IE_iS. «dggaagjlS _tP.determine treraolite.

gHaSEBROUGH-PONpS conducted 84 analyses in the last three years
for chrysotile and amphiboles by X-RD. Where X-RD shewed positive
results the samples were subjected to analysis by optical micro-
scopy (OM) to verify the fibrous structure. Chesebruugh-Ponds
appears to be conducting only random analyses considering tbeir
talc business, number of tests conducted and the fact chat talcs
from three different sources are concurrently being used.

-OQLGATE—PALMOLIVE, claims to have conducted 42 talc analyses since
1971, however, these analyses reflect only 20 raw materials and”
17 finished products, and the same material may have been tested
twice, Tfirst as a rati material and then as a finished product.
Tests have been conducted by McCrone Associates and in-house
using X-RD and OM or TEM where necessary to determine the fibrous
structure. Three samples, two in 1971 and one in 1972, were found
to contain chrysotile up to 100 port which Colgate-Palmolive claims
to be possible background contamination. Considering the size of
Coli;iate—Palmolive's talc business.the anal¥tical effort is very
sma

COTY claims to have analyzed selected lots of talc by X-RD and
TEM at. Pfizer"s Laboratory. No numbers of analyses are provided.
The talc supplier is Whittaker, Clark & Daniels.

INDUSTRIAL MINERALS, CO., a supplier of Montana Talc to the

cosmetic, industry claims to have conducted 2,839 evaluations py CTFA"s
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A-RD method up to August 1975 and
thereafter. This Eppears to he a

valuations
L program.

FABERGE had McCrone Associates Investigate 17 rtalce products in
1872 when the asbestos issue was firsr teed and an addirional
six samples in November 1975, Obviousiy, no meaningfol qualipy
control program has been instituted.

JOHNSON & JOHNSON reports to have testad din” 1972 - 1973, 93 lots
of talc by ¥-RB and since October 1973 an additional 100 lots by
X-RD and DTA, and occaslonally, where apprapriate, by TEM.
Allegedly every tale shipment is routinely examined for asbestos.
The number of znalyses appears to be low, however,

Johnson & Johnson also reported the znalyses of American and Bririch
tale products based on a covperative stady hefwean Dt Langer and
Dr. Pcoley. This study dinvolved the 19 samples analyzed by

Dr. Langer of which 10 samples were implicatad ro contain ashestos.
Wherever Dr. Langer reported tremelite and anthovhyllite, Dr. Pocley
only found anthophyilite. Dy, Pooley did not fing ashestos in

those samplies where Dr. Langer determined eshkestos ar concentrations
of less than 5% i.e., Dr. Pooley implicated only five samples. In

the -Britdish talc semnlee Dr Panley {ound anthonhylliite in.one_and. — }
Dr. Langer found anthophylliite and tremolire in four samples. These

were also samples collected in 1973

HMcCRONE ASSOCTIATES reported Lo have done analycical work under
contract for Avon, Bristol-Myers, Chesebrovgh-Ponds, Colgate-
Palmolive, Faberge, Johnson & Johnson, Windsor Minerals, and
Whittaker, Clark & Daniels, using principally X-RD and OM where
appropriate. TEM examinatiomswere alun conducted. Since 1973
no chrysotile or ashestiforn amphihole | was detected, howevar,
no figures were provided on the analyseéis conducted.

STERLING DRUGS the manufacturer of ZBT Baby Powdar, reports ene-third
EE???Ef'téin Tots purchased have heen tegted by X~RD. No mentien is
mede as to how many samples of ezch lot were ecollected to obtain
statistically wesningful data. Furthermore, it is difficult o
determine whether sanpling of one-third of the lots ig adequate,
particularly if cne does not know whether differvent sources of
supply were used simultaneously.
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WHITTAKER, CLARK & DANTELS (WC&D), perhaps :

supplier of talcs of various nylhlns and quzlity grades to

the coemetic industry, claims to have dﬂﬁlj&?d under contract,

74 semples during the pest four years Considering the nature

of WC&D's business volume, the variety of sources of supply,

the various gqualivy grades of talc Ived, and the fact that
this firm alse supplies other incust Jith industrial tales

which do contain asbestos, 1 am grearly concarned abour rtheir

iimited effert to control the quality of their cosmetic talc.

Their sales catalogue lists av least 20 grades or types of
vosmetic talc. Accordingly, any type of iale underwent onae
analysis for azshestos per year. On 1l iag of this effortc

WCAD have provided their consumers with written assurance that
they routinely monitor shipments of tale Tor asbestiform minerals
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and have found no datectable amounts, This assurance might be mis-
leading and give the cosmetic induestry the false impression that
WCAD tales are adeguately tasted for asbestos. 1 am also very

much concernad about the fact that a2 firm

the cosmetic industry does not have facilitd
analytical work.

2
of this standing in
ies to do its own

T

TR EummEEy; rhough—the-subrissioa—by-—-the-LTEA-Tale Svhcommittee looks
impressive at first hand, it does not offer much assurance that
cosmetic talecs are adequately tested for asbestos. If this is all that
can be expected from the cosmetic industry in the form of analytical
effort in the light of the asbestos in talc publicity since 1971, we
have not much choice but to move ahead as speedily as pessible with

a proposal of a regulation on asbestos in ralc using X-RD and OTA
procedures and basing the levels of adulteration of talec with asbestos
fibers on the levels of sensitivity prOV“ded by these mzthods.
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