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En clo s e d  p le a s e  f in d  a p r e lim in a r y  d r a ft  o f a 
p ap er  on "The E f fe c t  o f Lead  Exp o s u r e , Lead  P o is o n in g , 
and BAL on th e  Co n ce n t r a t io n  o f Lead  in  Human P la s ma .”
T h is  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f a p r o je c t e d  s e r ie s  o f p a p e r s  ba sed  
on th e  d a t a  t h a t  h a ve  b.een a ccu m u la te d  in  t h e  La b or a t o r y  
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  15 y e a r s . . '

The n e xt  p a p e r  w ou ld  be on ”The F a c t o r s  E ffe c t in g  
t h e  Co n ce n t r a t io n  o f Lead in  t h e  E r y t h r o cy t e s  and th e  U r in e .” 
We have s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  on t h e  fe c a l  co n ce n t r a t io n  .o f le a d  
t o  w r it e  a p a p e r  on th e  t o t a l  m e ta b o lism  u s in g  c e r ta in  
o f t h e  gr ou p s  o f man we have  s t u d ie d . A su b se q u e n t  p ap er  
w ou ld  d e a l w it h  c l i n i c a l  le a d  p o is o n in g . We w ou ld  dis c u s s  
th e  symptoms o f le a d  in t o x ic a t io n , t h e  s ig n s , and th e  
a s s o c ia t io n  betw een  th e  s ig n s  and sym ptom s. The fa ct o r s  
e f fe c t i n g  gr oup  and in d iv id u a l s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  w ou ld be 
m easu r ed  and d is c u s s e d . The e f fe c t  o f t h e r a p y , in c lu d in g  
r e m o va l fr om  e xp o s u r e , BAL, c i t r a t e , c a lc iu m , sod ium  ammonium 
c h lo r id e , sod ium  b ica r b o n a t e  and p o ta ss iu m  io d id e  and 
co n co m it a n t  d is e a s e  w ou ld  b e , in  la r g e  p a r t , q u a n t it a t iv e ly  
a s s a y e d , t h e  co m p lica t io n s  a n d  co u r s e  o f le a d  p o is on in g  
w ou ld  co n clu d e  th e  p a p e r .

The la s t  p a p er  w ou ld  be on t h e  c o n t r o l o f le a d  
p o is o n ir ig . T h is  w ou ld  c o n s is t  o f two p a r t s , t h e  f ir s t ,  
t h e  p r e ve n t io n  and t h e  p a r t  p la ye d  by t h e  la b o r a t o ry  and 
c l i n i c a l  f in d in g s  ih  a id in g  in  t h e  p r o p h y la x is , and se co n d , 
t h e  t r e a t m e n t ,in  w h ich  t h e  r e l i e f  o f t h e  symptoms and t h e  
e f fe c t  o f d e le a d in g  p r o ce d u r e s  w ou ld  be  d is c u s s e d .

U n fo r t u n a t e ly , i t  w i l l  n o t  be p o s s ib le  fo r  me t o  
w r it e  t h e s e  p a p e r s  b e fo r e  t h e  f i r s t  o f t h e  ye a r  a s  I  had
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le a v e  th e  work in  t h is  p r e s e n t  u n fin is h e d  s t a t e . In t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e ,I  t h in k  t h e  work sh ou ld  be done b e ca u se I  t h in k  
i t  w i l l  p r ove to, be t h e  m ost a u t h o r i t a t iv e  and v a lu a b le  work 
t h a t  hais y e t  been  done in  t h i s  f i e l d . In  t h e  secon d p la c e , 
I  d o n ' t  t h in k  t h a t  anybody e ls e  b u t  me h a s  t h e  t im e, th e  
b a ckgr ou n d  and th e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l m ethods 
t h a t  a r e  n e ce s s a r y  t o  com p le te  t h e  s t u d y . In  t h e  t hir d  
p la c e , I  have sp e n t  a v a s t  amount o f t im e  in  le a r n in g  how 
t o  t a c k le  t h is  p r ob lem  and  t h is  t im e  w ou ld  be w asted  i f  
I  co u ld  n o t  f i n i s h  i t .  L a s t ly , my s c i e n t i f i c  r e p u t at io n  
dep en ds la r g e ly  on t h e  q u a l i t y  o f t h e  work t h a t  I  pu b lis h  
and t h is  r e p u t a t io n  i s  o f t h e  u tm ost  v a lu e  t o  m e.

- *

l l y  p lan n ed  t o  d o . W h ile  I  am d is a p p o in t e d . I  am 
s u r p r is e d  b e ca u se  i t  has ta k e n  me a lo n g  t im e  and 

lo n g  d e v io u s  p a th s  t o  g e t  t h e  c l i n i c a l  and s t a t i s t ic a l  
und to  p r o p e r ly  in t e g r a t e  t h e  m a g n ifice n t  d a t a  w h ich  
ur h a n d s . I  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p a p e r , w h ich  I  am 
r ig h e r e w it h , i s  a good exam p le  o f th e  u n iq u e  va lu e 
s t a t i s t i c a l  m ethods w h ich  I  have a p p lie d  t o  t h e  d a ta .

I t  w ou ld  be w it h  g r e a t  r e lu c t a n c e  t h a t  I  w ou ld

I  t h in k  i t  w ou ld  t a k e  a t  le a s t  s e v e r a l months 
and p r o b a b ly  h a l f  a  y e a r  fo r  me to  f i n i s h  t h is  p r o je c t  i f  
I  co u ld  spend  a s  much t im e  on i t  a s  I  have in  t h e  la s t  y e a r . 
I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  know i f  you  a gr e e  w it h  me t h a t  t h e  work 
s h o u ld  be done and t h a t  I  s h o u ld  do i t .

Some t im e  b e fo r e  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  y e a r  I  wou ld  
a ls o  l i lc e  t o  know i f  a n y t h in g  h as  come o f t h e  p r o je c t e d  
s t u d y  ir i t h e  f i e l d  o f r e s p ir a t o r y  d is e a s e  t h a t  you m en t ion ed  
t o  me e a r l ie r  in  t h e  m on th .

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s ,

Hen r y W. Ryd e r , M.D.


