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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

. . .. - .. SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA

~

JAMES M, ADKINS, Administrator
of the Estate of Ralph E, Adking,
Deceased, et al,

Plaintiffs,
vs, No, 81-2098

MONSANTO COMPANY, a Delaware
Corporation,

N St Nl N S Nt Sont Sdl i N ot

Defendant,

APPEARANCES:
Messrs, Calwell; McCormick &
Peyton,
by W, Stuart Calwell, Jr., Esq. For Plaintiffs,
Messrs. Bowles, McDavid, Graff &

Love,
by Deborah A. Sink, Esq., For-Defendant.

1T IS STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between
counsel for the plaintiffs and counsel for the defendant
that the deposition of GIRARD INGENTHR™ amay be taken
pursuant to Rule 26 (a) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure, on July }l. 1983, at the Radisson Hotel, Room
215, 9th Street and Convention Plaza, St. Louls, Missouri,
before M, JOY SPRINGER, a Notary Public within and for

the County of Madison, State of Illinois; that the
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1ssuance of notice and dedimus is waived, and that this
dl.posifioﬂ;my be taken ;wi.th the same force and effect
as if all Faderal rules and statutory requirements had
been complied with,

IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED I:h.at any
and all objections to all or any part of this deposition,
except objections as to form of the questions asked or
answers given, are hereby reserved and may be ralsed
on the trial of this cause; and that the signature of
the deponent is not waived,

ok Kk ok ok ok % k x kK

GIRARD INGENTHRON

produced, sworn ancd examined on behalf of the plaintiffs,
deposes and says as follows:
EXAYONATION
BY MR, CALWELL:
(whereupon the reporter marked Plain-
tiffs Deposition Exhibit #296 (Monsanto
#8326062) consisting of 1 page; Exhibit

#297 (onsanto #232335 and 232336) consist-
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ing of 2 pages; Exhibit #298 (Monsanto #232333)

consisting of: 1 page; Exhibit #299 (Monsanto

$#8326240 and #8326241) consisting of 2 pages;

Exhibit #300 (Monsanto #8326242 and #8326243)

consisting of 2 pages; Exhibit #301 (Monsanto

#8322873 and #8322874)consisting of 2 pages;

Exhibit #302 (Monsanto #236182 through

#236186) consisting of 5 pages; Exhibit #303

(Monsanto #233610 through #233612) consisting

of 3 pages, for the purposes of identifiéatim.)

Q

name, please,

> O > 0O > o >

the News Bureau,

Q

education 1is.

A

(By Mr. Calwell) Would you state your

Girard Ingenthron,.

And where do you live, Mr, Inganthron?
In Creve Coeur, St, Louils County.

And you're employed by Monsanto Company?
Monsanto Company,

What do you do for Monsanto?

Public Relations, I'm Director of
Could you briefly tell me what your

I have a Degree in Journalism from

Marquette University.

Q

Is that like a B.S. or an A.B.?
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A AIB.

Q Did you have any post-graduate studies?

A I went to law school fof about 25 hours,

night school, while I was working, 1

Q When did you graduate féom coliéée?
A '62.

|
Q Upon graduation from coilege where
did you go to work? i

A Couple of small newspapéra for about
three months each., One in Kansas, one ;niMilwauk:e

area and then to the Kansas City Star as J reportar,

I spent a couple of years there, {

Q when did you first go to work for
Monsanto? {

A '67. September, '67. |

Q Is that the firgt indgstfrial chemical

1
i

company you went to work for?

A Yes, i

Q Prior to that you had Qo;ked for news~
papers? ' i

A No, I worked for a P.R. agency for

three years before that,

Q where was that? o

A Kansas City,
. i
Q 1 presume when you went to work for
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Monsanto in 1967, you went directly into the P.R. end

of the business?

A Right,

Q You're presently Director of the
News Bureau? |

A Right,

Q As I vaguely understood, Monsanto's
divided up into a number of oherating companies or
units, Where does the news bureau fit?

| A It's a corporate staff,

Q So your services, then, serve the
needs of various operating units, then, I suppose, across
the board?

A More the corporate level needs, and
I also serve as backup for the operating unit people,

Q In the organizational scheme of things
what is your relationship to Dan Bishop?

A Pan is my peer. I handle most outside
contacts with the news wmedia except in the area of
environmental communications, and Dan handles that, I
serve as a backup to him, alsﬁ;

Q Now, hoé-long have you been Director
of the News Bureau?

A About four years,

Q Prior to that what did you do for the
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company?
., A Director of Editorial Services
imediamly prior, which means writing printed pieces,

speeches, annual report copy.

Q Annual repoz;'t copy?

A (Nods head affirmatively.)

Q Was that also a corporate staff level?

A Yes.

Q Have you always been at the corporate
staff? *"‘”‘

A No. Two jobs prior to that I served

for four to flve years in the Polymers and Pe trochamicals .

Company.
Q And that's an operating --
A Operating unit at Monsanto,

Q - Did you work for any other operating

unit of Monsanto?

A No,

Q Have you always been stationed here
in St. Louis?

A No, I spent two years in Brussels,

Q Is that the Polymers and P2tro ..

A No, That was corporate -- It was

international division, but it's a corporate job,

Q Except for that two-year period have

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE




10

n

12

13

14

15

14

17

18

19

20

2]

22

23

24

25

you always been here in St. Louis?

A Yes,

Q O.K. 1 feant to hand you what's been
marked Plaintiffs' Exhibit #296 (Monsanto #8326062),
Mr, Ingenthron, and ask you to take g look at that

A 0.K.

Q- All right. Exhibit 296 is a letter
on Monsanto letterhead dated June 3, 1982, over Sarah
Collins' signature, and you're shown as a copyee om

A

that document, are you not?

A That's correct,
Q Do you recall receiving that document?
A I don't recall {€t. I don't reecall

receiving it,

Q ~  Now, lir., Ingenthron, would you please
read Exhibit #296 to the jury.

A YAs you mmy now, In the past two
weeks, Monsanto has become the primary focus for the
plaintiffs’ attorney in the Agent Ozange class ac-tion
suit relating to discovery and deposition processes,
According to the attorney,‘ he 1s doing tis because
Monsanto was ona of the two leading suppliers (§econd
behind Dow), its product was apparently one of the most

contaminated with dioxin, and the company has an anti-
environmental bias. He bases this on a 1962 Monsanto
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Magazine article on pesticides apparaetly written in
rupom-.;e~ to Rachel Carson's Silent Spring. |

Though Dow seems to have taken the brunt of
Age'nt Orange backlash, the latast development in the
litigation could raise Monsanto's visibility in the
minds of news reporters relating to Agent Orange aﬁories.
Another possible 'look for' in this, over and above
genaral media inquiries, comesg from an item mentioned
in Peter ’!.nhn's colum of 5/27/82, "He reported that
Mike Wallace was in Vietnam prenaring a 60 Minubu Blg-
ment on the effects of Agent Orange,

Ve obyiously den't know if Wallace's promc;ra

are planning to request interviews from A.0, mnufac-

- turers. If they are, they might have tried to talk with

us regardless of lawsuit. However, with ;hé latest de;
velopment in the plaintiffs' strategy, it makes the com-
pany an even more important subject,”

Q Now, Mr. Ingenthron, hefore we go on
to the next document, ycu testified earlier that you
were regponsible for pr2naring annual reports or, at
least, previding drafts of annual reports for the com-

pany, is that right?

A In the past,
Q when did you first begin doing that?
A Oh, perhaps, seven years ago.
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Q And do you still have that responsi-
bility? ©
| A No.
Q If you could, briefly tell me how
it's decidedvhat goes into an annual report.
A It's a complex procass, The various
portions of the book involve decisiors and distributions

of {nformation of a variety of people in the company.

. T can go through each section of the book and explain

that, The first major section isthe Chairman's latter,
and the major input to that comes from the Chairman,

Q Is there a section in your repozrts
havinz to do with :-cxicology or hazardous material
that the company may be handling?

7.\ Yes, there often 1s,.

Q And does that have a specific section

that {t comes under?

A Environmental. Tt mav have 3 differant
name,
'Q And would the information for that

particular section of the report, should it be in there,
then come from éither the Medical Department or tha
Department of edical and Environmental Health, something
1ik%e that? ‘

A Right, that's correct,
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Q And would those requests come to you

" by way of writtan memo, or something like that?

A Requests or you mean the information?
Q Yes,
A Yeah, I guess that's correct. I would

solicit it from the department and I would respond =-

Q How would you know to solicit that
kind'of information?

A I was then responsible for assembling -
the information for the book, so it was part of tha '
routine there, |

Q Would someone tell ypu what information
you needed to solicit?

A I'm not sure 1 understand what you mean.

Q Well, for instance, if you were going
to include something in the annual report about a health‘
program or health monitoring program involving, for .
example, para-_amino-biphenyl\that was used at one time

at the Nitro Plant and for some reasen that information

was relewant or was to be included in the annual report,
how would you know to ask, for example, the Medical
Depax;tment about that? I don't know anything about PAB
was ever put in there, but you see by way of example
what I'm talking about?

A One of two ways. Either I would,

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE




10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
2.3
24

25

perhaps, suggest specific information be provided or
thc.doﬁutfnlnt would simply provide Informmtion and
suggest that that be included.

Q 0.K. So there are instances where
you had the authority to make a suggestion as totﬁﬁat
should be included?

A Sure,

Q Do you recall if you ever made g
suggestion regarding toxicity of any substance being
included in the annual report?

A I don't recall ever doing that,

Q Do you recall 1f any annual report
during these seven years that you were working with it .
included sore information about toxicity?

A I only worked with the book for
approximgtely three or four years, and I don't recall
if any of those contained -- You said information about

specific toxicity of a chemical?

Q Right,
A I don't recall that any did,
Q Do you recall anything being published

in the annual report regarding 2,3,7,8 tetrachloro-

dibenzo-para-dioxin?
A No,
Q Do you ever recall anything appearing

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE

f




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

in an annual report regarding a chloracne problem at
the Nitre Plant? |
| | A No.

Q Do you prepare press releases as
DirEctor of the News Bureau? o

A Yes, some, _

Q And in terms of preparing news re-
leases, how does that come about? How do you know what

,

to write on?

A Again, it depends on the subjeeat,

Financial news releases are gulded by S.E.C. regnlations,

so those are clear, I don't generally prepare news
releases on environmental questions because that comes
under Dan Bishop. |

Q £ven though that may concern the
press, the fact is the subject matter would dictate that
Dan Bisho§ would take care of that?

A That's right,

Q Have you ever prepared any news re-
leases pertaining to the chloracne probleﬁ at the Nitro
Plant? | |

A I don't believe so,

Q Did you ever prepare a news release
that links chloracne with 2,3,7,8-TCDD?

A I don't think so.
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Q Have you ever prepared any news re-
lease pertaining to Raymond Suskind or any studies he
may hachdbac on the Nitro work forcae?

A No,
Q Would that all come under Dan B;;ﬁOp?
A Yes,
Q Who in Monsanto has the guthority to

put the final approval on the annual report? Is there
some person or department that does that?

A Chairman.

Q The Chairman. Now,'f realize that
that is ultimately his responaibility, but as a practical
matter who really does the review for accuracy and makes
the recommendation for the Chalrman that the report is
in order and therefore shculd be approved?

A That would include several people,
It would include an attorney that worked in the financial
area, It would Include the Comptroller of the company;
Vice Pre;idont of Public Affairs. Each of thoserpe0p1e
would make recommendations to their own superiors, so
their superiors would also be involved, But those three
people, I guess. |

Q And on a particular item that may
appear in the annual report, would I be correct in

assuming that one of these three paople that you have
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identified would go to the appropriate department or

:;ﬁe;atiﬂé- unit for clarification or correction?

' .\ No. That would generally be dona
by whoa;rc;'s doing the writing or production of the
annual report, so that person in the Publie Relagi;)ns
Department who writ‘;es a gsection on, say, the plastics
company would get clearance from the Managing Director

of the Plastics operating unit,

Q From the Managing Director?
A Right,
Q So this checking of the work occurs

really before it gets to che three peoplzs that you have
identifiad for accuracy --

A Oh, they see 1t at various stages,

Q And that would be Iruez, too, for
any question about the ctechnical aspects or the correct-
ness of something that might affect the %dical Depart-
ment or DMEH, so you would go directly to that source?

A That's right, directly to the DMEH,

Q Has this information that you briefly
deseribed been the same since you went to work for
Monsanto?

A I can orly speak for the last geven
years, I think it's been the same during that period,

Q Generally. There probably have been
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som@e minor -
. .-‘A Probably the same.
- Q Now, in connection with Exhibit 296
which yo;t have before you, why would you be receiving
a copy of that?

A For a period of six or -eight months
during 1982 Dan Bishop was assigned to the Brussels
office and I took over his administrative duties.

Two people working in Environmental Communications
reported to me during his absence, One of them vﬁ.s. *
Sarah Collins, so she carboned me routinely on corres-
pondencs, |

Q In connection with the subject matter
of Exhibit 296, did you receive any briefing in your
company Or were you orjented ts those matters as you
filled in for Dan Bishop?

A No particular briefing, I was familiar
with the general issue here,

Q And would that famillarity have nor-
mally or naturally arlsen in the course of your regular
duties? |

A Yes,

Q what 1s your mission as Director of

News Service?

A To make sure that Monsanto iIs represented
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in tha press in the areas of sclence, finance, personnel

‘and other aspects accurately.

Q Does that charge of duties except out

emlrirdnmental me tters?
A Yes.
Q Does it except out health in tha work-
place mtters?
A Generally speaking,
Q Since you have bean Director of News
Service, has that been true?
A Yes,
Q Those matters would be fairly exclu=
sively assigned to your peer,.Dan Bishop, is that correct?
‘ A Yes.
Q Did you take any action with regard
to the information transamitted to you by Exhibit 2967
A I don't recall anv,
Q  Your copy of 226 waild have 3ust “een
flled in the normml course of events in your offi-.ce?
A Tha's correct.
Q L.et me hand you what's been marked
Plaintiffg! Exhiblt #297 (Monsanto #232335),
' All right., Mr, Ingenthron, that Ex-
kibit 297 is a letter dated November 17, 1981, apparently,

over Dan R. Bishop's signature, is that correct?
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Correct,

And it's on Monsanto lettarhegd?

Right,

VoI -

You were shown as a copyee on that
document?

A _ Right,

Q As far as you know, you received a
copy, ls that correct?

| A That's correct.

Q Now, I see according to this Dan
Bishop 18 in the country, so, apparentlv, that's before
he left for Brussels?

A Rilght,

9 Why would you be recelving a copy
of this particular =emo’

A Because I'm Ia charge of the naws,
1 try to stay abreast of all lssues facingz the company,
so he carbons me routineily IZar i{nformtional purposes,

Q And you, likewise, I guess, would

- carbon him if you felt it approapriate?

A Right,

Q ror the same reason?

A Right,

Q In paragraph two of the cover latter,

which, apparently, encloses a copy of an article appearing
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in the Charleston Sunday Gazette-Mzil as page 2 of
tﬁa: exhiSit, the'lettef reads, "It's unfortunately
very easy to lose sight of real benefits when everyone
becomﬁs a0 hung up on potential risks, This story needs
to be told more often, but we obviously aren't tﬁéuones
to tell 1t " Do yoﬁ see whaere that 137

4 Yes,

Q Do you know what potential risks

Nan Bishap Is referring to?

4 T ran only speculate.

9] What did it mean to you when yaﬁ read
this?

A Chloracne, 1 didn't reelly think about
1=, ‘

G In y-ur position as Dirgctor of the

Monsantoy Yews Service, have ycu received any brilefing
nbout the notential risks of Azent “ranze exposure or
2,3,7,8-TCDD exposure ar anything 123 that?

A To 2 zertain degree T have become

familiar with risks associated with ewnocures,

2 And has that been in connection with
your job?

A Yes.

Q And what have you been made aware of?

A That there 1s a potential for chloracne,
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that three health studies at Nitro have shown that there

‘are no other long-term health effects associated with

exposure,

Q Do you recall what three heaglth studies
you're referring to? o

A No. I recall one as Dr, Suskind
from the University of Cincinnati,

n Do you recall when that study may

have been dorne?

K I'» nnt caertain, T think it was com-

pleted in *%2,

? Anc as far e2s you know, 1t was completed
in 'S2?

A - I should say revorted in '82.

Q Do you know if that was a morbidity
study? |

A I'm not certain,

Q And do you 'now how you found out

that this study was reported? Was it something you
read in the pevers or did you have some connection
with the release?

A No. 1It's something I read about,

n Your company did not provide you with

any kind of a briefing on 1it?

A No,
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Q And was this something that came
undsr Dan Bishop's authority?

A Yes,

Q Did you receive any other information
from your company about dioxin or Agent Orgnge ofﬁﬁhe
Nitro work force?

LY Rot that I recall,

Q 1'd 1ike to hand you what's been
marked Plaint{f£fs Txhibit %298 (Monsants #232333),

A 0.R,

) A1l rizht, Mr, Ingenthron, Ixhibit

298 1s on Yonsanto letterhead owv2r Dan Bishop's signa-

ture, dagted fentanber 24, 1921, iz 1% not?
b nicht,
3 And, azain, you were shown as receiving

a2 cony 7€ that letterx,

4 Yes,

Q As far 27 vou W, 12 you recaive
a copy?

A I don't recall.

2 You have no reason to doubt that you

didn't, however?
A No.
Q And were you provided a copy of this

letter by way of just Information from Mr, Bishop's
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office, as far as you know?

-
e

TEA That would be the reason, yes,
. V‘EQ That would be the same reason as Ex-
hibit 297, then, I presume?

A Right,

Q 1f you would, pleass, read to the
jury the body of that exhibit,

A "For your information, the following
news ltems appeared on the front page of today's The
Wall Street Journal: 'Agent Orangs affected more GI's
in Vietnam than previously thought. Secretary of
Health and Human Services Schweiker said 41 sprayﬁg
missions of the defoliant, which is now linked t6 a
variety of ailments, were dumped on areas where U, S,
troops were. He substantiated claims by veterans'
groups of high levels of exposure but coulidn't: give
firm figures.'

It is very uncharacteristic of the WSJ to
engage in such blased, sloppy reporting, e,g., the use
of phrases like 'Agent Orange affected' and 'the de-
foliant ls now linked to. .'
~ ) I realize that this 'now linked' language
probably came from Schweicker's press conference but
it's not clear from this report and no less alarming, in

any event,
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One could conclude that this signals a new
administrgation position on Agent Orange. We are try-
ing to obtain a copy of the entire transcript of the
p;esa confbrence.' By copy of this memo, I'm asking
Mr, Pickard to give us a reading from his perch in
Washington."

Q I'd 1like to thank you, Mr., Ingenthron,

I'd 1like to ask you, Mr. Bishop makes
reference to some uncharacteristically biased reportipg,
in his opinion, by the Wall Streat Journal. In the - |
course of performing your job did you have any infor=
mation at your disposal to allow you to make a judgment
about the truth or accuracy of the quote in the Wall
Stréet Journal that appears there iIn paragraph 1 of
Exhibit 2987

A I'm not sure I understaﬁd ;hat you're
asking for.

Q Well, apparently, just from reading
Mr. Bishop's memo, he's concerned that, apparently,
the quoted materials in the Wall Street Journal are
biased and, perbaps, slioppily reported. So I'm asking
you if from your job 1f you had any knowledge yourself
as to whether the quoted materials appeared to be biased
or sloppily reported to you?

A Yeah, I would say they mke unfair
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implications.

"Q 0.K. And does it appéar t:éy be sloppily
reported t;: you also?
o A I guess it depends on one's definition
of sbppy reporting.

Q Yes. Using your definition does 1it?
A 1 guess you could call it sloppy.
Q Now, again, from your perspective,

what do you basa your conclusion that the quoted mtﬂrials
are slo;;pily reported or bilased unfairly? )

A As 1 said, they make implicatioms
that a variety of allments are linked to the defoliant,
and that's not proven,

q And In 1581 what would you have based
that conclusion on?

A Well, my general knowledge of the
issue from readihg press reports, from information such
as this, informatiopn coples on the issue,

Q So your conclusions or opinions are
drawn from press reports and copies of memos that you
receive from the Public Relations Department?

A Well, as well gs other data-that I
dealt with at the company, that's right,.

Q What other data would that be?

A let's see, I would have dealt with
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some of this information in preparaticn for executives
for the grnual report.
Q And what information was provided

for you to do that?

A Information from DMEH, dealing with
the general issue,

Q And did that informmtion, was it
like a memoranda and so forth?

A Yes,

Q Mr, Ingenthron, I'm going to hand
you what's been marked Plaintiffs' Deposition Exhibit
#303 {Monsanto 233610).

A O.KD

-

» Mr. Ingenthron, Exhibic 303 1is on

vfonsanto letterﬁead, is it not?

A 1t is.

Q And it appears to be a Chlorinated
Dibenzo Dioxins Discussion Paper from G. E. Paget to

Georgé Roush, datad June 5, 1979, is that correcﬁ?

A Right,

Q Have you ever seen this document before?
A I don't believe so,

Q Is this the type of briefing document

you would have recelved?

A No. The type of document I'm talking
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about {3 a very simple, general, perhaps, one paragraph

on the hsuﬂ The greatest detail I received was from
reading‘priss reports, technical literature from such
books as C, and E, News, Science magazine and such,

Q If you would look on page 1 ofnéhat
documént under paragraph denominated “éauses of Concern,"

A Right.

Q And 1f you would read paragraph num-
bered 1 there to the jury.

Q "1l. 'Dioxins, the Most Poisonous
Substances Xnown to Man' 1s now a media cliche and
elicits shudders of horror almost equal to 'A Sea of
Carcinogens' or 'Love Canal.' We must be sensitive to
this public awareness and be prapared with data and a
rasponse 1f 'Monsanto dioxins' reach the public eye
as they did in the notorfous Sturgeon splll (no matter

J
what the actual facts were in that case)."

Q Is the subject matter of paragraph
numbered 1 gsomething you would have contended with in

your job as Director of News Service?

A You mean this subject matter specificallﬂ
Q Yes,
A No. Many people in the company have

opinions on media treatment and express them this way,

There's no reason for me to treat this particular

>
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paragraph.

o Q Did you receive any specific charge
or diraqtidn with reference with how to handle the
dioxin 1issue identified in here as "dioxins, the most
polsonous substances knom to man"? -

A No.

Q All right, Now, let we hand you
what's been marked Plaintiffs' Exhibit #2299 (Monsanto
#8326249),

A 0.X,

A All right, Mr, Ingenthron, Exhibit
229, llikewise, 1s on Monsanto letterhead, is it not?

A Right.
¥ is It a May 1, 1979,.uanrandum over

the signature of James L. McKee?

A That's right,

n And you're shown as a copyee of that
memo?

A Right,

Q And 1s there any reason to belleve

you didn't receive a copy of 1t?

A No reason.

Q And, again, let me ask you why you
would have recelved this particular memo?

A An Informational copy. I was in the
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same job at that time, I guess,

qQ In numbered paragraph 3 on page 1 of
the exhibit, reference is made to the establishment
of a Task Force, Do you know what Task Force is ree
ferred there?

A Just as it's described., I don't
know that it was ever formed,

Q Do you know 1f you ever received
copies of any materials that such a Task Force might
have generarted? |

A I don't recall any.

3 vo you know what the purpose of that
Task furce was to lave peen?

A just as it's described liere,

3 If you'll look at, I guess, the second
unnumbered paragraph, part e, there is some reference

made to preparation of positive storilas,

A Right,

Q Do you know what that hezs reference to?
A I sure don't.

Q Have you éver been asked to prepare

positive stories on this issue involving dioxin or Agent
Crange?
;) o,

Q Is that something that you in Public
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Ralations or News Service business at Monsanto, is that

“a.charge that you get with some frequency, to prepare

ﬁositiﬁq stories?

A In conﬁection with protection of
worker hemlth or environment, yes, .

Q To prepare positive stories in con-
nection with those two 1ssues?

A That would be an occasional issue,
sure. Not sterles so much as company literature, such
as a Public Affairs Bulletin,

Q All right, I want to hand you what's
been marked Ilaintiffs' Ixhibit #300 (Monsanto #8326242),
and ask you zo take a minute to look that over,

~ wp
i ) -

All right, Mr, Ingenthron, Exhibit

#3C0 Is a Mcnsanto memorandun, 1s 1t not?

A Trat's right,
Q And 1t's dated Tune 4, 1979, over

Joseph Nolan's signature?

A Right.

Q And, again, you're shown as a copyee
of that document, right?

Right,

;-

Who 1s Joseph Nolan, 1if you know?

- e

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE

Vice Pregident of Public Affalrs,Monsanto,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q Is that a corporate staff position?

A Yes,

Q And what i{s your relatlonship in
an organizational sense to Jos-eph Nolan?

A I report to the Director of Public

Relations who reports to Joseph Nolan,

P

3 He's a superior of yours?

A Right,

3 You're once removed'f:om Mr. Nolaan?
A Uh huh (yes),

3 Is Mr, Nolan's offlice Iz St. Louis?
A Yes, |

N Anc, in fact, you all occupy the ame

office aren ur Locaction:
A o, He's in ancther building,

< And, again, why woulid jycu be gecting

o

copy of this =memorandum?
A Inforwmationali,
Q Do ysu know why zhis inlorzation was
being put out sy Mr. YNolan?
A Mot sgecifically, no,.
q If you would, please read that
document tr;': the jury.
A "Reflecting on our visit to Nitro,

I think there is a decisive difference between the
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agitation against the chemical companies in the Ranawha
V;I.ley and ,._.demonst:rations elsewhere, That critical
difference: lies in the fact that the Kanawha situation
has a lively potential for national exposure,

You have an energetic, prOmotion-savvywl
self-Interest outfit in the West Virginia Citizens
Action Grou:, You have an equally aggressive labor
representative from the Uﬁited Steelﬁor'«;ers of America.
These two have aliready succeeded in flagging the atten-’
tion of =@’ z2-cvonscious Dr, Irving Seiixoff in New Y_o;:k,
as well as che Associated Press feature :taff, and we
can expect a oo Jegl more in the aoachs zhead.

Tuis is tle same "bypass-the-local-establishe-

ment-and=-ga-na tisng’' strate gy fhat Szut adlingiy

grlf-stylec {hlcag> radlcal, iallwwed in bringing Eastman

apportunity case In Rochester, New Yorl.

From Monsanto's standpoinv, there arz sone
strongly negative aspects %£o the story., 2ur Vitro
plant 1s fifty years »id and, despite the commendable

improvements made rncently, it-is scarcely an advertise-

ment for the modern chemical compiex.
The Agent Crange furor provides just the kind
of 'news peg' that media people look for.

N

The PAB experience, with its .documented death
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count from bladder cancer, has an evergreen quality
that‘gu;:antEes continued press attention.

" The Appalachia setting,rich in tawdry tales
of business insensgitivity, furnishes a natural backdrop
for allegationg of corporate indifference to the human
condition.

The Selikoff-Suskind face-off provides an
added £1111, for the media. One man skiiied in the
clashing ar: of 'talking in headlines'; the other stand-
2fflghly Ingisting that when he has anything to say |
he'll do so in the professional jowrnals {presumdiy
loug after :ne zedia have lost interest in the matter).

it 13 inportant to discinguish between the
two studies., Jr. ouskiad's willl be rigorously coniined
5 dioxin anc the deiayed effacts (1f any) of worker
exposure, ir, Selizoif'y will addr2ss lt:zelf to dioxin,
hut 7113 e -uch wider ranging, examining any 111 effects
workers may have from “heir experizncz at Nitro, It
is entirely possible we night fare very w2ll {n éhe
dioxin study, aund not s3 well in the other one which
will be relszasec £irsk,

Our counter-thrust has got to be 'Monsanto
is concerned, We care.' And we have to prove this in

words and deeds,

Ia view of the urgency of the situation, I.

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE




10

n

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

think it is important for you to allocate wvirtually all
your time Qnd effort to this project during June and
July, Then we can take a second look and see where we

go from there."

Q All right, Thank you, Mr., Ingenthron,
Did you receive any briefings from
your department regarding the issues ralsed in Exhibit
30CT

le

I con't belisve so.

Lt

-

: Iid pu 2yer discuss this documsﬁé
with anyone in your department with rcferénce to
preparacion I d2ws releases or any other action that
you might naye racen in the course of your business?

- ot Zaat I recail,

< <2 you hzve aay ildea why it's ob-'
served in pacragrapn auobers one Zhat che csitical
cirference lles in the Zacc che Jazawha situation has
& lively potentlal for uazcioral expusure!?

A nly as e describes it in the zemo.
Q Tou tave not reccilved any additiongl
:

instructicn as tc wh, the Kanawha situation has g

lively potential for national exposure?

A No.
Q Do you know of any reason why it does?
A No,
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Q In the last paragraph on page 2 of

" that duc\imht, Mr, Nolsn observes, "In view of thse

urgesncy of the situmtion, I think it is important for
you to ailocata virtuaily‘all your time and effort
to this project during June and July." Were you‘ in-
cluded in that directive?

A No.

Q Do you'have any idei.what the urgency
i1s that's referred to there?

| A Just as he describes {t.
- Q What relatinnship does yocur department
have with Mr. Plerre Wilkins, if any?

A He's a former employee of Mocnsanto
who was in the New York office on the Public Relations
staff. |
And was he a peer of yours?

Yes,
Again, a corporate staff?

Right.

O > 0o > o0

And how did his job differ from yours?
A He dealt with New York media directly,
He was a liason for St. Louis with the New York news
media, "
Q Esgentially he had the same job that

you had except that it was primarily concentrated on the
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New York msdia?

L A No, He served more extensively the

operating units in that he was liason for those units

with the trade press in New York City.
qQ Did Mr, Wilkins answer to the same

superior that you answered to?

A As I recall, he did.
Q Do you know why he left the company?
A My understanding of the situation

was that he was offered a transfer to St. Louls and.
chose to leave the company rather than leave New York.

Q let me hand yoﬁ what's been marked
Plaintiffs' Exhibit #301 (Monsanto {#8322873), and ask
you to take a look at that, if you would‘, please,

A 0.K.

Q All right, Mr. Ingenthron, again,
Exhibit 301 is on Monsanto letterhead, is it not?

A Right.

Q And 1t appears to be a @morandum
prepared by Plerre Wilkins, who at that time was an

employea of Monsanto, dated May 9, 1979, is that correct?

(A Right,

Q And you were shown as a copyee for
this memo?

A Right,
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| Q And, again, there's no reason to
"'ébt-113ﬁ yuu didn't get a copy of it at the time?
. A That's correct.
'Q If you would read paragraphs 1 and

2, please, to the jury.

Q "The interview of Royce Scott and

Owen Dolin by AP reporter Jane White covered the history

of the 2,4,5-T incident in 1949, resultant health
effects, the Suskind and the Selikoff studies and &
review of current environzental, health and safety
programs at Nitro.

| Prior to the reporter's arrival, the threes
of us had the ‘Opportunity to go through anticipated
questions and responses, an exercise that proved par-
ticularly valuable,”

Q Thank you, Mr. Ingenthron,

. In paragrz;ph 2 reference is made to
an opportunity to go through snticipated questions and
responses, Is a part of your job to prepare questions
and answers and the -like in similar circumstances?

A Not so much the smswers. To prepare

executives for the style of questioning, yes.

Q So a part of your job is to be aware

of, perhaps, an inquiring reporter's technique or style?

A Right,

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE
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Q And do you maintain files on various

:epoéééréji
: .:_; No.
Q How do you become familar with their --
A I was a reporter, -
Q All right, So what you're saying is

this is general observations rather than personal ob=-
servations about any reporter?

A Right.

Q So part of vour job 1Is simply to
prepare executives to qﬁestion and answer €format?

A Right,

Q who prepares the amiswers to the questions

*hat are prepared?

A Whoever's being interviewed,

Q And are those written ou%?

A wot generally, no.

Q Have you precarec writtan questions

with preparaed responses for people to review in the past?

A Written responses?

Q Yes, sir.

A Not for an interview, not that I can
recall.

Q 0.K., In yasr job as News Director

and the seven years you have been with Monsanto dealing
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1

been there have you had occasion £orany reason to pub-

: R
- 1ish workaxrs' complaints about what they think's wrong

* with them? .
| i A No.
Q It's always been pretty much M&Aganto's
side?
A I haven't really dealt with the issue
mach.
Q 0.K. I want to hand you what'g bgqﬁ/: %1

. e .'.
.

marked ixhibtt #302 (HMonsanto #235182), and ask you Eo":
Just Eaxe.a glance at it, I suspeect from your earliier
testimony that this was something that was probably
under Dan R. Bishop's job?

A 3. K.

< All right. r, Ingenthron, Exhibit
302 is a memorandum from Dan Xx. 3ishog, il: 1t not?

A Right.

Q Dated February 15, 1273, and it appears
to enclose a couple of drafts of news reieases or pro-
posed news releases, does it not?

A Right.

Q You were shown as a copyee Or carbonee,
Again, is this just another informational distribution
to you?

A Correct,
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STATS OF ILLINDIs )
. ) ss.
COUNTY OF MADISCHN )

s

I, . JUY 5§t

Ld

LiG-3, a Lidtary rudlic, duly

commissioned and qualified in anc for tue County of

Yadison, .cate of Illinols, wo nereby cestify that

fi

pucsuant t> nootice caae before me on tae 8th day of

17

culy, 1922, at the Zadisson iotel, room <15, Gth

Cirgel aac wowvention flaza, ot, Louis, iissourd,

CIRAY L IO LUIRON, whio was o) gt duly swoin to .tes.-
tlfy o . fsuza anc uothin, Duc tie z.uth of his
o ~MeOLNg 3.0 CONC el ity Lad e L ZECS in
CONTLIVE T me cdihs ALy Jhal Ll wde Lnlsmupon

AASTIU L, clcealil A U e JaeS, ald a0 caedla TLon
. wy . . . PYN . Lo .. - = v . A-L~. - [
ceede L T Y TR R SO R 1 L R SR o
- { = e . - | <
.- -:Ju---‘-\‘- —~ a8 [ U S ~ —_ b - e = a— on c"_,'\ FAW
' - - PP . 4 v
. [ N =L, Zas 3 PEAY - SR G el w28 S WaS

not waivec,

I FUATES J.0T200 7ot oas oo JTher attorney
nor counsel {ur nor soiazad Zoanyw vopieced by anc
of the partilcs Zo Iy actia un .ol tiiis deposition

iv taken; gal turthes, gt L aa wot a silatvive or

1

‘v
’

o~
i

Cyee C. ady atioruey or Cvuases caployed by the

partizs aurebe, or llauclally inszrestaed in the
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set ay

hand and affixed my notarial seal on this

day of July, 1983.

Notary Public within and for the
County of Madison, State of Illinois.
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Q If you'll look at the first news

release on page 1 of the first release, there 1is gome

' underlined material there,

A Right,
N 0id your cepartment have any regéon-

sibility for reporcing the issues raised Ehere?

A Hy section, no,

q In other words, the-long-term health
effects relating to-a toxic lmpurity in the chemical
trichlorophenol was soastiiing thet was undar Dan Bishop
anu aot ywu, is <hac correct?

a aagii.

< ©Aunt on gage I oof chwt [isst news re-
wage rifercace s .ace in the guavered pacagragh L
taere abou. a program wnich, apparently, is a health

orogram of sorts?

A Ch hun {y2s5,.

Q Lo you hsve an,; Kaowledge aooul that?

A o, I don'yl,

Q Lo you kaow what's being referred to
there?

A unly as [ reau Lo,

R Aand, agalin, that's zomething your

cepactment would not have had responsibility for, is

that correct?
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That's correct,

.\u\. . C.“‘LL:-73I__L . A l 1 L igh t -

Thank you,

Girard Ingenthzon
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STATZ OF ILLINOIS )

COUNTY 0 ‘MADISON )

Wl

I, M. JOY SPRING.R, a Notary Public, duly
commissiorned and qualified in and for thé Countf‘gf
¥Madison, Ztate of Illinois, do hereby certify that
pursuant to notice came before me on the 8th day of

July, 1982, at the Radisson Hotel, Room 215, 9th

gL

ctreet anc Convention Plaza, st. Louils, Missourd,, -
SIRARD INC.LITHRON, who was by me duly sworn to tege

€Lfy t> th: truch and nothing but cke tcuth of his L
G10wiclgé toucling and concerning the macters i&é
controvery in tols case; that he was thereupon
cacrlurly dtaainzd upon ocach, aud 15 2xgmination
ceduced o writing undes oy jupervision; that the
<eposscilon is a crue recorc ol the testlinony gilven
by the witness; and signscousa ol Che witness was
not waived.

I FULRTHER CIRTITY that £ 2a nelther attorney
nor counsel for nor relatad to nor <¢aployed by and
of the parties to the action in which this deposition
is taken; and further, that I am not a relative or
employee oi any attorney or counsel employed by the
partizs hereto, or financially interestad in the

action,
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IN WIINESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my

band and affixed my notarial seal on this

day of July, 1983.

Notary Public within and for the
County of Madison, State of Illinois,
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