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EXHIBIT
WCD-374 —
US. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 5 mSro ,
Occupational S;i-;y sni Health Administration \'6/5? %
Washington’, d,c. :0:i0 JARENASTe
Y X S

November 21, 197-1

FIELD EiEOFtATTOH 52MOPA:DU-I  #74-92

TO: O8HA Assistant Ssgional Directors ard Area Directors

SUBJECT: Tramolite and Thic [

1. Background:

The attached letter from Assistant Secretary of Labor John H.
Stender gives further policy guidelines in regard to trerolits
and talc that are not asbestifom or fibrous.

2. Policy Change: -,

In order to be considered asbestiform or fibrous the following
criteria vn.ll be used by the Salt lake City Laboratory of CSKA

A. Particles must appear to be fibrous rather than as crystals
or slivers.

B.  The maximum diameter of a fiber to be counted is 3 microns.
The maximum length of a fiber to be counted is 30 microns.

The length to width ratio must be 5 or more to 1, that is,
5 tines or' more longer than wide.

E. . The separata or individual fibers must contain fibrils or
the "bundle of sticks" effect, unless they are at a ncn-
divisible stage. A fibril cannot be subdivided and would
be counted, if it meets the other criteria. The electron
microscope may be used to prove the fibrous nature of the
particles. The length to width ratio of 5 or more to 1
is not meant to imply that other particles are not hazardous,

3. Sample Collection ard Submission- -
If the Compliance Safety and Health Officer (CSKO) is reasonably

sure that the talc or tremolita is fibrous or asbestiform, he
will sample following the OSHA Sampling Data Sheet #2 for asbestos.
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In all othar cases for talc or trevolite, he will (1) savple
following the Szpling Data Sheet 22 for asbestos and (2) sample
using the midest irpincer for ren-asbestifoms, nen-Sikrous talc
or trerolite, {len irpinger samples ave +talen, an air sarple
mist be collzctod follouing OSHA Sammling Data Sheet #3 for
crystalline silica for determining the percent quartz at the
Salt lake City OsHA la=boratory.

. Midget impincer sawples rust be analyzed within 24 Fours after

: collection for the results to ba valid, Therefore, arrangements
mast be made by the Industrial Fycienist with a local lakoratory
concerning the anzlyses prior to raking the inspecticn. Theee
samoles are not b be zent to the 0SM Iakaratore, Selt Tite City:
they will rot ba znalviod there, 1D tre ancuscrial Eyoclenist is

: certain that w2 talC or wrenolite is ashestiform or fibrous,

: impinger sarples may be omitted fram the inspections., ‘

4. Results and Interpretaticn

g {1) Results from the irpinger samples will be used if the talc

L or trecolite is ron-asbestiform or non-fibrous. Teble G-3
: of 1810,93 vould apply. The Time leichied Averace (T01)

for talc cor tremolite that is non-askestiform, non-fikrous
- s 20 nillions of particles per cubic foot of air by thae
light~field count method. -

s (2} The laboratory will give two results for the tale or trerolite
that is ashestiform or fibrous sutmitted for analyses of

i ' asbestos. COne for definite asbestiform fikers meeting the
) - cxiteria of 5 or more to 1 and one for those fikers meeting
T the older astestos criteria, narmely those particles having a
i length to width ratio of 3 or rore to 1. Sarples having a

L ’ 5 ormore to 1 length to width ratio ard meeting the other
.eriteria of paragragh £2 Policy Changs would mean that
fibrous or asbestiform tale or treoliite is present. There-
fore, the standard for ashestos, 1910.93a, would agply.

PP ——

This guidance is temporary and may change as a result of findings frcm
an on-going NIGSH study on this subject.
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Any questions ray be directed to Mx. Charles tcClure, Divisicn of
Occupational Health Prograsming, Occupational safety and Fealth
Aministration, Wachington, D. C. 20210, telephcne 202-861-2726.

Likaeell P awike

RBarry J. Vhite
o Associate Assistant Secretary
for Regional Programs .
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