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' o ) by gasoline
known that: burns.:of the skin are produced, persistent and recurrent

dermatitis-is net~recagaizedwby~mare”thanfa~few<gaaolinefdistributbra
to be an~occasiﬁna1 consequenca-gf‘repeated~dﬁﬁ regﬂlér contact of
the SRin‘wﬁﬁhwgasaiine; Dnring'tha'pastufiftggn years since the ine
troduction ﬁf*legded~gasolina‘i%t9~c0mm6reialwﬁsa, a nuriber of cases,
entirely tﬁpieal of the-effecﬁé of the imhalation of toxic concen=
trations of gasoline, as well as abherstcharacteristiéfbffthe results
of:skin contast Eave beeﬁ'brougbt to my'attantion by représentaﬁivas
of gasoline distributors who were not aware thai gasoline could
produce #nch effgcts,'ané,ﬁhb thcught these might be cases of leasd:
polsoning emong gasqlinevhaﬁdlers. I have aléo seen & few.cases‘of
illness among persbﬁg who have swallowed gasoline 1n siphoning from
a fusl tank or etherﬁise.‘ Here the sympbtoms were those of the intense
gastro=-intestinagl irritation éharaetaristie of gasvline effects,

associated wlih somé»dagrea of géhéféihintozicationvwhere appreciable

gascllne absorption had occurred. In no Instance was thers evidence

“of lead intoxicatlon, nor would any such result be expecﬁed if one

took the trouble to calculate the qﬁantities of lead ingested wlth

‘the gasoline, Indeed, we may dlsmiss the entire matter of auny

peculiarly btexie propertles of commerclal leaded gaéoline, 88 dif=
ferentlated from corrssponding non-leaded gasoline, by pointing out
that nelthermy assoclates nor myself have seen or have been able to
find evidence of the occurreﬁee of a single case of lead poisoniag

or of lead absorption from skin contsct with or inhalation of leaded

- gasoline smong the thousands of persons at refinery loading racks

and f£1lling stations, ot anong tank-wagon drivers and other handlers
of large and smaell quantities of gasolins., Our field studies and
the experimental observations which provide an explanation of the

non=injuricus effects of commerclal concentrations of Xthyl Fluild
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